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equate the presence of Covid19 with war. Like an army, the disease will poke 
and probe the defences until it finds a chink through which it can pour its troops at 
an explosive rate. Consider the resources our community has thrown at this virus, 
yet it is still there, if not evident, then still latent, and ready to attack when it can. I 
extend sympathy to all those who have suffered at the hands of this enemy. 

On a more pleasant note, I welcome new members, Anita Stevens and Richard 
Gowda. It is great to see Margaret Harrod back with us again. 

Alas our billiard table! Quotes to remove and send it to billiard heaven are being 
called for. If anyone wants it please speak up now! 

Our Presidents' Fun Day proved a success, notwithstanding the absence of the 
Presidents. An intense competition and generous prizes were features of the day. 

Regrettably Jennifer Lindsay has informed us that she will not be returning to the 
Club to make her famous scones.  We wish her well in her retirement. 

All members would be aware of the decline in company dividends and of the extra 
low interest rates currently earnt on fixed interest funds. Whilst the Club’s capital 
portfolio is secure, income has dropped. So we have engaged in corporate functions 
(which have raised some $10,000 net so far) and raised green fees for 2021. There 
is still a substantial subsidy provided from the club’s investments towards 
membership fees and operating expenses. The sooner economic circumstances 
improve, the better. 

And now is the time to farewell year 2020.  I like to think of the positives. Our 
clubhouse refurbishment, top quality greens, 10 months of bowling, many new 
members, new sponsor partnering, enthusiastic and some newly qualified coaches, 
the Waterman competition, corporate functions, dedicated volunteers, the 
irrepressible Volunteer of the Year, members giving generously to the staff 
Christmas fund and great member responsiveness to onerous circumstances. 

Looking forward to a free and healthy 2021, I expect a significant uptake of our 
coaching resources, culminating in more satisfying social bowls; and in this, my 
last year of Presidency, I hope we have 5 out of 5 Pennant teams in Zone and 
District finals. Bowling and socialising are the core of our club….the more the 
merrier. 

We return to the refreshed School green, which we will treat with love and care. I 
wish all members and their families a happy and healthy 2021. 

I 



 

Happy Australia Day 

BBQ & Bowls 

Book by  Wednesday 20 January 2021 by adding your 

name to the list outside the bowls office. 

Tuesday 26 January  



  
 

y final report for this very difficult year,  2020. 

The MBC Board have worked very hard to provide a safe environment for our 

members and I thank them all. 

We started the year with the Fours Championship, followed by coaching for our 

Pennant teams.   A few of our members played in the Open Pennants and enjoyed 

the experience.  Then Covid restrictions started. March, April and May were 

months of total restrictions, making life very challenging for us all. 

The club reopened in June with very strict rules for practice only. This provided an 

outlet for  many of our members to socialise, especially our single members.   It 

worked very well and was closely monitored. Eventually Bowls NSW advised we 

may play socially distanced pairs, and then later in the year advised of further 

easing of restrictions which allowed us to fill our greens again. 

Social distancing within the Clubhouse has been very strictly monitored, with a 

COVID Marshal on duty and the tables spaced according to the Covid regulations. 

Pennants was reinstated, however was cancelled before the first game was played 

due to the new Covid rules stating that people were not permitted to leave their 

immediate geographical area.  This restriction on movement within geographical 

areas will continue to be a large deciding factor on 2021 competitions.  

The match committee were able to finish the Major Championship events - 

Singles, Pairs and finally the Triples.   We gave the awards to the winners at our 

Christmas party.  This year we did not play the Consistency or the Minor Singles, -

these will be resumed in 2021. 

Just when we thought life might be nearly normal this outbreak on the Northern 

Beaches has taken us back to stricter rules, and made us all aware that we are a 

long way from normal. 

Hopefully the schedules from our District and our Club calendar will proceed as 

scheduled, but it is difficult to be confident. 

Wishing you a safe and happy 2021. 

 

 

M 



At our December meeting we welcomed 

Richard Gowda and Anita Stevens as 

new members, and Margaret Harrod as 

a returning member. They have each 

been allocated a mentor. 

Our Christmas lunch was a great 

success, although numbers were strictly 

limited due to Covid restrictions. Prizes 

for our Champions were presented, and 

Loyce Davis was awarded the Peter 

McAdam Volunteer award for her 

outstanding contributions to the club’s 
development and bowls throughout the 

year. 

Quotes are being sought for the removal 

of the billiard table from upstairs, so as 

to permit development of that area for 

the museum, and for more functional 

purposes. 

Our chief Duty Officer over the next 6 

months will be Istvan  Toth, during Lynn 

Anderson’s absence. 

A Mixed Round Robin tournament, 

based on the Summer Fours is being 

considered, subject to programming. 

Thanks go to Stephen Lewis and all 

those members who volunteered to 

assist with the very successful corporate 

functions programme during December. 

Complimentary remarks were received 

from many visitors. We have already 

taken bookings for February. 

Thanks also to Yasmin and Iemke who 

enabled us to keep enjoying our 

afternoon teas. afternoo 

At the December BoardAt the December Board  MeetingMeeting  

Scott has completed the 2021 Club 

Programme and Diary which will be 

available soon. 

The President advised that the proceeds 

of the Wrong Bias jar for 2020 will be 

donated to The Fred Hollows 

Foundation. 

Our next social function will be Australia 

Day. 

16 Heather Clemens 

18 Richard Gowda 

24 Stella Marshall 

25 Peter Handley 

30 Bruce Atkins 
 Peter Baume 

31 Bob Kopac 

 

 

4 Philip Bruem 

5 Peter Rowe 
 Glenda Weerden 

9 Julie Hayden 

11 Russell Hodgeman 
 Trish Tamaoki 

12 Keith Ussher 

15 Charles Sharpe 
 Mario Valenti 

 

 



 

 
 

Although Covid regulations limited us to just 60 members this year, the general consensus was it 
was a very enjoyable event!  

The table layout pleased most members - the room looked great thanks to the efforts of Cathy 
Wilson and her Events Team! And we received many compliments on the meal which have been 
passed on to Chef Peter van Es. The Blue Jays, Jeff Longhurst and his lovely daughter Jacquie, 

entertained us again this year - they have become a regular feature of our Christmas Luncheons. 

And we must thank our Bowls Secretary, Scott Denham, who puts many hours into organising the 

Awards each year - not an easy job. 

Finally, thank you to our members for understanding the limitations we faced, and particularly to 
their partners who missed out this year. 

 

Open Singles  

Summer Fours 
(Hazel Moss, 

Barbara Anderson 

& Sue Addison) 

Open Pairs  

Ladies' Singles  

Ladies' Pairs  



Presidents' Singles  
Open Fours  

Mens' Minor Singles  

Mufti Pairs  

Ladies' Triples  
Mens Graded Fours 

 (Brian Spear & George Lindsay) 



 

 
      

 

 

 

I was born in Alba Tricadia on the Adriatic Coast (near Rimini) in Italy in a 

small town called Corropoli in Teramo Province. 

I am the middle son of three sons and we had an older sister who died at 16 

during the war. 

My father was a builder capable of doing everything connected with that 
trade—and he in turn taught his three sons . . .  My mother was the 

homemaker. 

I grew up during the war when Italy was occupied by German soldiers who 
took over our school as their barracks for the duration.  It was a sad hard time 
for Italians—a shortage of everything including food for the local population.  

Even when the war was over—times were still hard for a long time. 

I emigrated to Australia at my parents' wishes in 1952—I had never been away from home previously. 

I arrived in Australia in Melbourne Port on 22 January 1952.  The next morning we were put on the train 

to Bonegilla - Bonegilla is near Albury. 

There were 26,000 migrants there, every nationality.  We spent 10 days there, then were all put on the 
train to Renmark where we were put to work picking grapes for 10 weeks.  I was then sent to Port 
Lincoln.  My job there was painting a water pipe line from  Port Lincoln to Arno Bay, 26kms which took a 
few months.  We slept in tents.  Moving each night from Port Augusta.  I worked on the rail line from 

there to Perth for six months. 

I then went back to Adelaide where eventually with two other Italian friends 
opened a restaurant called 'The Open Gate'.  I did this for a couple of years and 
then started working as a house painter.  After a time, I decided to move to 

Sydney where I worked in a coffee shop in Rowe Street for many years. 

Eventually I was able to open a coffee shop myself in Pitt Street.  I did this for 10 

years. 

On a personal note, I have 8 grandchildren spread around the world. 

How was I introduced to bowls? 

I was introduced to Mosman Bowling Club by Alex McPherson who was then the 
President.  He was my wife's godfather.  When he suggested I play bowls, I told 
him I was too young as I was playing tennis.  He persuaded me to try and I 

found I enjoyed bowls and joined Mosman Bowling Club. 

After 1 1/2 years I won the Minor Singles which made Alex very happy. 

I enjoy the outdoor life at the club and the friendship there. 

February Profile: De Brown 



 

 

Mosman Bowling Club hosted 6 events through December, including our own scaled-back 
but very successful Christmas Lunch and Presentation Day. Unfortunately due to the Covid 
outbreak on the Northern Beaches we had no option but to cancel the last event of the 
year, for a Brookvale-based organisation. 

Visiting our Club for their Christmas celebrations were: 

KPMG - Forensic Department, 50 guests for bowls and luncheon. 
Probus Mosman, 60 guests for luncheon. 
Northern Property Group, 60 guests for bowls and luncheon. 
KPMG - Customer, Brand & Marketing, 55 guests for bowls and luncheon. 
Av-Comms, 35 guests for bowls and luncheon (*subsequently cancelled). 

There were a further 5 requests for similar events which we just couldn't accept!! The 
demand this December was undoubtedly due to the preference for outdoor activities in the 
current Covid world, but given the very positive feedback we received from each and every 
client, repeat business is assured! 

We could not have achieved this without the valued assistance of our Club's many 
volunteers - in the main, the load was shared over some 30 members, a wonderful effort. 
Our Club expresses its sincerest gratitude to: 

John Candy - Covid Marshal, who insisted on this role at each function! Thanks John. 
Ron Hassall, Tom Walker and Harry Evans - BBQ Chefs. 
Barbara Anderson, Istvan Toth, Paul Ward-Harvey, Jenny & Jeff Hole, George Bedwani, 
Richard O'Brien - Bar. 
John Rock and Brian Spear, Bowls Coordinators at each event, 
and Rink Supervisors Gay Suters, John Weerden, De Brown, Paul Ward-Harvey, Angela 
Jones, Jill Kehoe, Edwina Legg, George Lindsay, Robyn Novakovic, Betty-Ann Cleveland, 
Harry Evans, John Geismar, Stewart Horwood, Jenny & Jeff Hole and Bill Walker. 
Gwen Gleichman made sure the clubhouse always looked its best with fresh flowers, and 
our magnificent ter Laaks, Rhian and Yasmin, did a lot of the behind-the-scenes work as 

did the greenies, Scott and Snowy!  

All in all a very successful December and a brilliant end to the year for the Mosman 
Bowling Club, and all due to the contributions of so many of our members - thank you 

everyone! 

Stephen Lewis 

Head of House 



 
Hi Stephen, 

 I just wanted to say a huge thank you for a wonderful event yesterday! The team had 
such a great time and you and all the volunteers had everything organised so perfectly! It 
was such a special afternoon and we are very grateful. 

Thank you for all of your help organising this. 

 We hope to return for another event in the future.   Hope you have a lovely holiday season. 

 Thank you, 
 Ashling & the CBMA team J 

Dear Stephen, 

On behalf of the committee, thanks to everyone who hosted us last Friday. Everyone 
really enjoyed the event and I’ve had many people telling me how great the venue and 
the food was.  

Have a great rest of the week and Merry Christmas  

Karen  
Northern Property Group 

Thank you Stephen for the huge effort 

of you and your MBC members made 

yesterday towards the great success of 

the Mosman Probus Club Christmas 

Lunch.   The day was our best Christmas 

lunch ever from the feedback we 

received!!! 

The presentation of the room was “tops" 
and the catering ditto.  

Great day for our members after a 

deprived year. 

Thank you so much. 

I am looking forward to joining MBC 

at the end of school holidays at the 

end of January. 

Our grateful thanks, 

Wendy Lyons 

 



 

Full Game Green Fee $15, Afternoon tea $5. 

 

Partial Game Green Fee $12. 

 

School Green 

The School Green is now in use.  Please be aware 

that the Mat should be placed in front of the 4 

metre mark (indicated by a dot on the green), until 

further notice.    

The Church Green is now under renovation and is closed for use until 

further notice. 

 

 

For your generous Staff 

Christmas  Donations.  

They are gratefully 

received 

Scott, Snowy,  Jennifer, 

Rhian, Yasmin & Iemke 
 

 

 



A capacity 56 Mosman bowlers enjoyed this 
year's Presidents' Fun Day last month, with 
everyone getting right into the Christmas spirit in 
their own particular way! 
 
The afternoon started with the Spider, with 
participation costing a gold coin into the Wrong 
Bias Jar. The very lucky winner this year was Di 
Gould, seen here being presented with her 
Christmas ham by acting president Richard 
O'Brien. 

Brian Spear ensured we all enjoyed the bowls 
with his always innovative variations on the 
game, as well as giving away many free drink 
vouchers for all sorts of bowling 
accomplishments. Thank you Brian - you do it so 
well every year! 
 
The "Best Dressed" awards were won by Jenny 
Hole and Alan Carpenter who both went to great lengths to ensure they won the 
hams!   

 

  

 

After 6 1/2 years of looking after Mosman 

Bowling Club members, Jennifer Lindsay has 

decided to retire, giving her more time to look 

after her family. 

Jennifer was a highly regarded and valued member 

of our team, always cheerful, helpful and 

unfailingly dependable - she will be sorely missed!  

We all wish her good health and happiness in her 

retirement years, and can only say a most sincere  

"Thank You, Jennifer!" 

 



 

 
Loyce Davis is our most 
worthy  2020 McAdam recipient! 
 
Always actively involved in our 
Club, apart from being a regular 
and most capable social and 
pennant bowler Loyce is vitally 
i n v o l v e d  i n  o r g a n i s i n g 
Championships for the Mosman 
Women. She recently qualified as 
an accredited coach and umpire 
so as to further contribute to her 
club colleagues. 
 
The very popular and successful 
Summer Fours Competition is 
Loyce's initiative, and her role as 

Match Chair has always been smoothly handled. She is also a 
regular in the Bowls Office. 
 
Loyce has also volunteered as the Honorary District Secretary at 
a volatile time for NSW Bowls Associations, 
and we support this move with 
enthusiasm.  
 
Always a fun person with a positive 
outlook on everything she approaches, she 
is very popular amongst all MBC Members. 
Congratulations - and sincere thanks - to 
Loyce Davis! 
 
Peter McAdam was a volunteer par 
excellence! Unfortunately we lost him 
several years ago. Jenanne McAdam 
subsequently initiated The Peter McAdam 
Volunteer of the Year Award both in 
memory of Peter and his wonderful 
volunteering contribution, and to celebrate 
outstanding volunteers within the Mosman 
Bowling Club. 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
I want to record the biggest big thank you to all players who competed in this 
year’s competition.  I was again thrilled with the great show of support from club 
members because, for the first time ever, we had a sufficient number of names to 
field eight teams.  What a first!  Thirty-two players’ names were drawn from an 
open selection.  The calibre of play was very high as was indicated by many tight 
matches. 

The competition ran over four playing weeks, commencing on 7 November and 
concluding on 28 November 2020.  All games were played on Saturday mornings, 
thus relieving pressure on Saturday afternoon social matches because there was 
only one green available due to renovation of the school green. 

The competition format was of 9-end rounds with two rounds being played each 
Saturday. 

At the commencement of play on the final day competition, a clear winning team 
was not defined.  And it was left to two teams to decide the 2020 winners. 

Congratulations to the worthy winners of the Hazel Moss, Kay Balnaves, Barbara 
Anderson and Sue Addison.  This was the second year in a row that Kay and Sue 
have both competed in the same team and have been successful. 

The final points scores and placings reflected a fairly even competition with only 3 
points between the winning team and the wooden spooners. 

This, short, sharp, compact competition continues to be very popular and 
generates a lot of interest.  The standard of play is quite high with a surprising 
number of drawn matches which is quite rare. 

I would like to particularly thank Betty Anne Cleveland for her weekly assistance 
with score cards and rink allocations and to Snowy Kable who prepared and 
maintained the Scott Denham green for us.  He always provided us with a perfect 
running surface. 

Thanks again to all 
those who supported 
the competition.  It 
was a lot fun. 

Loyce Davis 
Competition 
Convener 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Pam Carpenter 

Having read the book “Bowls Biased+Uncensored” by Ian 

Schuback OAM below are his Top 10 Tactical Tips: 

1. Avoid Dropping Multiple Counts 

. If you can’t get shot – make sure you get 2nd shot! 

 

2. Consider Two Things before Deciding what Shot to Play 

. The scoreboard and the conditions (green speed and condition, wind, etc) will 

determine your tactics. 

. On the fast green, with wind, it’s either a draw shot or a firm runner, whereas all 
shots can be played in good conditions. If leading, keep it tight, but if trailing, 

change tactics and take some risks. 

 

3. Think like a Chess Player 

. Always try to think two or three bowls ahead and consider all possibilities and 

tactical decisions. 

. Always consider what type of shots your opposition might be thinking of playing. 

 

4. Look for Opportunities 

. Always be on the lookout to score a multiple count, especially if your opponent 

has only one bowl in the head, or nothing behind the jack. 

. If considering playing weight, first ask yourself “What do I stand to gain, what do 
I stand to lose?” 

 

5. Beware of Danger 

. Recognise vulnerable heads when they arise and know where the danger is 

(sometimes it’s in your hand!) 
. Be careful when you have only one bowl in the head, or what will happen if the 

opposition trails the jack. 

 

6. Know when to Attack and when to Defend 

. If you’re down a multiple count and several counters are close together, consider 
a running shot. 

. If you’re only one down, but have only one bowl near the jack, be very careful if 
you decide to attack. 

 

 

 



. Your decision-making must be more conservative if your opponent has last bowl, 

eg. Let’s say you play weight when you’ve got only two close bowls. 
. What happens if you take one of your own bowls out of the head, and then your 

opponent takes the remaining bowl out with their last bowl? 

 

7. Know what Hand to Play when Attacking 

. If you have only one bowl in the head, generally play ‘away’ from your bowl if 
playing weight, rather than ‘toward’ it. Why? Most weighted shots are narrow, so 
you’ll have less chance of taking out your own bowl. 

 

8. Patience is a Virtue 

. Stay patient, and don’t play weight too early, or try to get the shot with every 
delivery. Building a head will minimize dangerous situations and provide better 

opportunities to score once you have bowls in the head. 

 

9. Know How to Turn a Match Around 

. Changing the length should be your first thought if you’re trailing. 

. Changing mat position is also a good tactic to throw your opponent off. 

. Switch to the other side of the rink and good things often happen. 

. Slowing the game down by following a few bowls to the head or walking up to 

inspect the head can help. 

. Speeding the game up by playing more quickly can often work wonders tool 

. Change your tactics by attacking more often, or else play fewer weighted shots and 

stick to the draw shot. 

 

10. Match Winning Strategies 

. Play long ends on slow greens, or against opponents who are ‘pushers’ or have little 
or no backswing. 

. Play short ends on fast greens, or against opponents who wobble their bowl. 

. Continually vary the length of ends against a player who’s drawing consistently 
close to the jack. 

. Playing a short end with a trailing breeze, followed by a long end into the wind, is a 

great strategy. 

. Generally stay on the narrow side when there’s a steady breeze. 

. Always play the wide side when there’s a strong cross wind blowing. 

. Often in gusty conditions, consider playing around the clock (forehand or backhand 

in both directions). 

. Remember, there’s often one bad hand (usually, but not always, it’s the wide hand 
into a head wind), so recognize it, never fight it, and quickly get on the other side. 
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