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t is always sad to have to 
farewell someone who has been 
a loyal servant to our Club for a 

long time, and after being with us 
for 17 years, Mary Berry has 
announced her decision to retire 
later this month. We will be having 
a "get together" to send Mary off in 
style, but more importantly to 
thank her for her outstanding 
service to this Club. She will be 
missed.... 
 

Hopefully by the time you are 
reading this, a team of painters will 
have commenced the much-needed 
repainting of our Clubhouse. The 
work should last from 4-6 weeks, 
weather permitting. It will cause us 
a little inconvenience through that 
time, but will be well worth it ! 
 

2016 Club Championships and 
Competit ions are now well 
underway. The Fours has reached 
the Final stage after two very close 
Semi-final games, where Bruce 
Atkins' team just got home over 
Siva's team, and the contest 
between Harry Evans' and Stephen 
Lewis's teams went to 22 ends after 
an 18-all scoreline after 21 ends. 
Team Evans was the eventual 
narrow victor, and we look forward 
to the Final between Teams Evans 
and Atkins later this month. 
 

The Minor Singles is now at Round 
3 stage, and has brought some 
very exciting and close games. The 
inaugural President's Trophy  
Competition, attracting over             
 

40 players, has also commenced. 
Added to that, the Zone 9 Reserve 
and Senior Triples Championships 
were staged over the last weekend 
of January with Mosman fielding 2 
teams in each. So a very busy start 
to the bowling year. 
 

As always, our Australia Day event 
was a great success and well-
attended, with John Troy's Convicts 
having a convincing win over Pat 
Troy's Settlers. Thanks Pat and John 
for everything you do to make this a 
fun day for everyone. And the 2016 
Thong-throwing Championship was a 
family affair, with Joanne Russell 
winning the Women's Division, and 
hubby Michael taking out the Men's 
prize. 
 

There is lots going on in February as 
well, with the Minor Singles and 
P res ident ' s  T r ophy  Comps . 
continuing, and the Zone 9 Reserve 
and Senior Fours Championships 
held - again Mosman will be 
represented in both Zone events. 
W i t h  t h e  P ennan t  Sea son 
commencing in early-March, 
Pennants training and trial games 
will be held throughout February. 
And the always-popular Mufti Pairs 
Comp. gets underway mid-month. 
With social bowling continuing to 
prosper, it is just as well we will 
have the Church green back this 
month. 
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The pennant season commences the 
second week in March. Mosman has 
teams in Grade One and Grade 
Three this year. The team members, 
and trusty reserves, have been 
practising each Thursday and have 
had a practice session at Neutral 
Bay and also a very challenging and 
beneficial match against the Men’s 
pennant team members. Good luck 
to all pennant players. 
 
Two Mosman teams have entered in 
the Saturday Regional Challenge 
competition. All the best to these 
teams also. 
 
Once again, thank you to Peter 
McAdam and his wonderful helpers, 
for organising a very successful 
Australia Day celebration, it was a 
very happy, fun afternoon/evening, 
enjoyed by all. 
 
At the risk of repeating myself, 

please can all members make sure 

you drink plenty of water when 

playing, particularly on these hot 

and humid days. Also please take a 

break and retire to the clubhouse if 

you feel at all dizzy. 

 
Enjoy your bowling.    

he bowls year has commenced 
with a  bang, with members 

playing in the Major Singles (first 
and second rounds) and also in 
the new competition for all 
members the President’s Singles.  
 
It’s a challenge to organise 
games, as well as markers, for the 
Major Singles. If any members are 
willing and able to mark please let 
a member of the Committee 
know. Also you are required to be 
in full uniform, and have an 
umpire and a controlling body in 
attendance. 
 
Three teams will represent 
Mosman in the District Fours 
competition to be held from 
February 15th – 17th at various 
venues.  
 
Several Mosman teams will 
compete at invitational days this 
month at Belrose, Newport and 
Harbord. These days are always 
enjoyable and a pleasant way to 
experience playing at other clubs, 
and getting to know other 
bowlers. Information about 
invitational days is posted on the 
notice board. Any members 
interested in playing in these days 
please mention it to the members 
of the selection committee. 
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Special Invitation 
We would like to invite all MBC Members  

to gather after play on 
 

Wednesday, 24th February 
 

to give a fond farewell, thanks and good wisihes 

to our retiring Office Administrator 

Mary Berry 
 

Members not playing on that day  

are also very welcome to attend 

 

4.00 to 5.00 pm 
MBC Clubhouse 

 

For catering purposes, please RSVP  

to Jennifer Lindsay 
 

 Stephen Lewis           Ann Barron 

 President MBC      President MWBC 



 

 
 

 

Well, the weatherman gets a ‘FAIL’ for his wet 
weather prediction for Australia Day! 
 
In pleasant conditions, the 50 or so bowlers arrived at 
the club mid afternoon in a variety of  Aussie outfits 
which brightened our day considerably. Advance 
Australia Fair was played over and over and over 
again, followed by a myriad of other Aussie songs, 
and Tim Tams were on offer as the captains of the 
Settlers  and Convicts (Pat and John Troy) regaled 
their teams to reach great heights in their 
forthcoming challenge on the green. This reporter 
detected a fair amount of sledging between the two 
camps, plus some enthusiastic cheering. 

Michael Russell took on 
the extremely difficult task 
of organizing the annual 
T h o n g  T h r o w i n g 
Championships. Amazing 
efforts were witnessed by 
the wildly cheering crowds 
as the Thong was flung far 
and sometimes wide and 
sometimes not very  far – 
and THEN, THEN the 
organiser’s wife Jo 
Russell, threw her thong 
further than any of the 
other women competitors.  

Not to be outdone, 
Michael Russell strode to 
the start line, picked up 
the thong, took a deep 
breath and WHOOSH, 
heaved the thong to 
Double Bay thus 
breaking all previous 
records and taking on 
the mantle as Champion 
Thong Thrower. 

The day started with 
a Spider, won by 
Judy Mitchell who 
was duly caped as a 
super Aussie Bowler, 
and then the serious 
competition began. 



 

 

GREAT  

AUSSIE 

GOLDEN  

THONG 

THROWING 

CHAMP 

We then enjoyed a very 
pleasant dinner of prawns, 
a beautiful leg ham and 
salad main, followed by 
pav., beautifully decorated 
by Jennifer and Cathy and 
helpers. 
 
The prizes then followed 
with Pat Troy’s Settlers 
teams demoralizing John 
Troy’s Convicts by 4 
matches to just 2, that’s 
right, just 2! The cups and 
Koalas were handed out to 
the winning teams. 

2016 

MICHAEL 

RUSSELL 

Finally, what can I say about our 
fantastic Social Committee, Gay 
Suters, Cathy Wilson, Rosemary Cox and 
Pat and John Troy? You were fantastic, 
again. And to other significant assistance 
from John Candy who willingly assisted 
with so many tasks, and a butcher friend 
who carved our huge leg of ham for us; 
Gwen Gleichman for making some lovely 
salads; Graham and Judy Mitchell for 
helping with the décor and set-up. 
Marilyn Screen was treasurer, Harry 
Evans did a great job with 
announcements and presentations and 
Jennifer organized the ‘back of house’ 
with her normal efficiency. 

Special thanks to The Public 
Dining Room, Penny’s 
Butchers, 20/20 Drycleaners, 
and to club members Ailsa 
Maccallum for providing a 
lovely hamper and jigsaw 
p u z z l e  a n d  f o r  h e r 
photography, and Pat and 
John Troy for giving a bottle 
of scotch. 

Thanks to 
all who 
a t tended 
for making 
Oz Day 
2016 a 
good one! 

Best Dressed lady 
was Toshie, and Siva 
won the best dressed 
gentleman’s prize. 
 

And there were raffle 
prizes galore, with 
J eann i e  C rease 
winning the dinner 
for two to The Public 
Dining Room at 
Balmoral. 
 

Our club really 
apprec iates the 
generosity of the 
individuals and local 
bus inesses that 
provide prizes for our 
special days. Please 
s u p p o r t  t h o s e 
businesses and say 
‘thank you’ to them 
when you shop there. 



Sadly our Office Manager Mary 
Berry will be leaving us at the 
end of February. Mary took the 
job over from her predecessor 
Pat Nettleton on 26th August, 
1998. That was 17 and a half 
years ago. Pat had occupied the 
position for 21 years. This means 
that our club has had the benefit 
of remarkably stable office 
management for nearly 40 years. 
 

Before joining MBC Mary held a 
number o f  c le r ica l  and 
administrative positions in a 
variety of Public Service and 
Business entities including the 
Department of Veterans Affairs, 
the Commonwealth Employment 
Office, a legal publishing house, 
an advertising agency, and 
general industry. She was 
attracted to the job as Office 
 

Manager at Mosman B.C. because 
a three day working week provided 
ample time to write and to indulge 
her other artistic skills. 
 
Over those 17 plus years Mary has 
worked with seven different 
P res idents  and numerous 
Directors. She has been able to 
adapt to a variety of personalities 
and requirements. 
 
During Mary’s tenure at Mosman 
there have been many changes. 
Most of these she has favoured. 
However regardless of the issue 
Mary has never shirked from 
providing our Directors with her 
o p i n i o n s  a n d  i d e a s  f o r 
improvement. 
 

Mary’s attention to detail and her 
o r gan i s a t i o n a l  s k i l l s  a r e 
unparalleled and she leaves the 
Office in excellent shape for her 
successor.  She will be a hard act 
to follow. 
 

It is very rare that Mary has made 
a mistake in anything she has 
been involved in and her advice 
has been appreciated by all of us 
who have benefited from it. 
 

Mary has made some lifelong 
friends at the club and hopes that 
these fr iendships can be 
maintained. She has always been 
available for a chat with our 
members who she rightly saw as 
the most important part of the 
club. She has been a regular 
player on Sunday mornings with a 
like-minded group who appreciate 
the fun and camaraderie of the 
game rather than its competitive 
aspect. 

Something about Mary... 
          by Jeff Hole 



Mary is moving to Canowindra 
where she has leased a house 
close to the town centre and, 
happily, just behind the local 
bowling club. Her bowling 
experience will no doubt help her 
ass imi late  in to  her  new 
environment. Just maybe there is 
a job there as Office Manager! 
More seriously though she may be 
able to spend time relaxing and 
indulging in her creative pursuits. 
 

We at Mosman have been very 
lucky to have Mary running our 
office for all those years. As she 
leaves us we are losing an 
incredible amount of local 
knowledge and no doubt there will 

be times when we say “Mary 
knows about that” and she will 
not be there to fill in the gaps. 
 

We wish Mary all the very best for 
her retirement and hope she 
enjoys her new life in the peace of 
the country away from Sydney’s 
noise and traffic. The short walk 
to town and to the bowling club 
will be a pleasant change. 
 

We have loved having you with 
us, Mary, and thank you for your 
contribution to our Club. You will 
always be welcome at Mosman 
B.C. when you are visiting 
Sydney. 

It's Goodbye...       from Mary Berry  
After seventeen and a half years 
at MBC, it’s finally time for me to 
retire and head for the hills (well 
the plains anyway). 
 

Looking Back 
Seeking employment in the late 
nineties and being interviewed by 
several twenty-something women 
for various positions working in 
concrete and glass towers, I was 
delighted to find myself applying 
for a job in these beautiful 
s u r r o und i n g s  and  b e i n g 
interviewed by two lovely older 
gentlemen – John Grigg who was 
President at the time, and Ken 
Hebblewhite who was Secretary. 
Thankfully, I got the job. 
 

Since then I’ve seen some huge 
changes at MBC (as well as life in  

Sydney in general). MBC was, to 
me at that time, a little oasis of 
old world charm and serenity in 
an increasingly fast paced world, 
reminding me very much of the 
stable and secure world I grew up 
in. From Norma and her scones, 
to the lace table cloths and 
flowers on the tables on ladies’ 
day, to the lovely old building and 
surroundings, I immediately felt 
at home.  
 

I remember walking in to the 
clubhouse on my first day here to 
a sea of ladies in white dresses. 
Isa Hutchinson, who was MPWBC 
P r e s i d en t  a t  t h e  t im e , 
immediately approached me and 
made me feel welcome. Everyone 
at the Club was so friendly and 
hospitable.  
                      Continued overleaf..... 



I owe a great debt of gratitude to 
Scott and Norma who both nursed 
me through those early days, 
reminding me of what needed 
doing and when, and giving gentle 
advice and encouragement. 
 

In those days men and women 
played on separate days and the 
ladies generally wore dresses – a 
few wore navy slacks in winter, 
but there were no shorts or pedal 
pushers, and certainly no coloured 
clothes, nor were there any club 
shirts or caps for men or women. 
Some of the men still wore the 
club tie when playing bowls, and a 
few still wore brown bowls shoes 
(I’ve got to say here that Bryan 
Strack owns the last pair of brown 
bowls shoes in the Club!). 
 

The Club did have a computer, but 
we weren’t connected to the 
internet for some time after I 
came, and Scott Denham was the 
only computer literate member of 
the Board. All our correspondence 
both in and out was by mail. The 
Newsletter was a double sided 
piece of paper with black print. 
Our members weren’t “men and 
women”, they were “ladies and 
gentlemen”, and we toasted the 
Queen at official functions. 
 

I knew nothing about bowls and 
didn’t need to, my work was 
purely administrative. It was late 
2008 before I ventured on to the 
green to be coached by John Grigg 
who had become a dear personal 
friend. Not being the sporting 
type, I figured that three lessons 
were enough for me not to drive 
my fellow Sunday bowlers (led by 
the inimitable Bryan Strack) nuts.  

Over the years there have been so 
many changes.  I’ve worked with 
7 Presidents of MBC, 5 Secretaries 
and 6 Treasurers, all of whom had 
their own style, values and 
preferences. But Norma was a 
constant for so many years in the 
kitchen and bar and the 
incomparable Scott Denham is still 
on the job, keeping both the 
greens and the bowls office in 
order. 
 

It’s been my pleasure to come to 
know such a lot of nice people in 
my time here (too many to list), 
be they members, club officers or 
suppliers.  Sadly, far too many of 
them have passed away, others 
have moved on, some are still 
here. 
 

There have been a great deal of 
changes to how we do things in 
the administration office. We 
graduated from a monochrome 
printer to an ink jet colour printer 
and finally to a colour laser printer 
which has been doing a sterling 
job for many years now, churning 
ou t  our  va r ious  p r in ted 
productions. We’ve had a couple 
of faxes and a couple of copiers. 
We hooked up to the internet 
several years ago, and updated 
the office furniture, but one thing 
that hasn't changed is the 
office carpet. 
 

Gradually the men’s and women’s 
sections of the Club have become 
more and more integrated.  The 
atmosphere and environment of 
the Club have become less formal 
as have the dress regulations. And 
the internet, emails and modern 
s t a n d a r d s ,  v a l u e s  a n d 
expectations have made life busier 
than ever.  



more fully who I am. Basically I’m 
a be-er rather than a doer and 
plan on spending lots of time 
chilling out, doing nothing much 
at all. 
 
As for MBC, I see it moving in a 
far different direction.  Your Board 
and Club Officers are innovative, 
hard working, creative, pro-active 
and enthusiastic. Already they are 
embracing the twenty-first 
cen tu ry ,  i t s  mores  and 
technology, making a real effort 
to keep up with the times, moving 
boldly forward. I am sure that the 
person they select to take over 
from me will fit in with that vision 
and help advance the Club into 
the future. I hope that you will 
extend to whoever that person 
may be the same kindness and 
generosity of spirit that you have 
all shown to me over the years. 
 

There will always be a little corner 

of my heart that belongs to MBC. 

Thank you all so much, it’s been a 
pleasure to know you.   

Looking Forward 
It’s time for me to move on. 
Personally, in some ways, I’m 
going back to the future.  I’m a 
modern day dinosaur and make 
no apology for it. The fast pace of 
twenty-first century living 
(especially in the city) doesn’t suit 
my psyche. Traffic and parking 
problems, noise and crowds, the 
c o n s t a n t l y  e v o l v i n g 
communications revolution and 
just being too busy all send out 
vibes that clash with my own.  
 

I’m off to the country to an 
historic village where the 

surrounds are green - sometimes 

brown -  fields and rolling hills. 

Where the air is cleaner and the 

environment quieter. Where I can 

just get into my car and drive 

from A to B and park when I get 

there.  Where I can afford to live 

in a house with a yard.  Where I 

can potter in my garden, indulge 

my creative passion for arts and 

crafts, and fashion a unique 

ambience that expresses much 

A little taste of Canowindra -  
its heritage listed main street and hot air balloon festival. 

 



 

At the January Board Meeting 

hree of the six new seats to be 

purchased for the church 

green have been sponsored by 

MBC Members. The remaining 3 

are still available. 

 

Replacement of the garden wall 

and paving to the eastern end of 

the church green has been 

approved, with work commencing 

in June. 

 

Mosman Council has confirmed 

that the repainting of the 

Clubhouse exterior will commence 

in early February, and will continue 

for around 6 weeks. 

 

Refurbishment of the kitchen was 

approved in pr inciple. Al l 

cupboards will be redesigned and 

replaced, new flooring, lighting 

and appliances installed and a 

washing machine and dryer added 

to the rear store area. Quotes will 

now be sought, and work expected 

to commence mid-year. 

 

Mary Berry's resignation and 

retirement was discussed, and 

plans for her replacement set. The 

position will be advertised in the 

Manly Daily and the Mosman Daily. 

It was also unanimously agreed 

that the Club would host a farewell 

function for Mary in late February. 
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7th    J. Fenton 
9th    M. Mitchell 
11th   B. Fitzpatrick 
12th   M. Patel 
    Gerry Lockyer 
16th   A. Maccallum 
17th   K. Balnaves 
21st   M. Smith 
22nd  K. Siva 
24th   J. Joyce 
25th   J. Ward 
    G. Lindsay 
    J. Rock 
28th   E. Layton 



Musings at Mosman 
For many years we have enjoyed 
Peter McAdam's cartoons in each 
monthly Newsletter. Now the 
industrious Mr. McAdam has complied 
those cartoons into a handsome hard
-cover book entitled "Musings at 
Mosman". 
 
Peter has presented the first copy of 
his book to the Mosman Bowling 
Club, and it is now on show in the 
Clubhouse. Should Members  wish to 
purchase a copy, orders will be taken 
by Jennifer Lindsay. 

Thank you  again, Peter, for making yet another invaluable contribution 
to our Club. 

NEWSFLASH 

Bowls NSW have this 
week advised that Mosman 
Bowling Club's Peter McAdam 
has been selected as a finalist 
for 2015 Volunteer of the Year! 
 
Peter will attend a Bowls NSW 
dinner on February 24th when 
the winner will be announced.  
 
Fingers crossed for Peter 
everyone.... 



 

 by Brian Spear 

The selection criteria for men’s 
pennants are again posted on the 

notice board for those who wish to 

see what is ideally required for each 

position in a team. Of course not 

many of us, if any, would claim such 

perfection, but it tells us what we 

should all be striving towards. 

Apart from this though, there are 

other factors which affect selection 

and this note seeks to explain some 

of the problems which face your 

selectors. 
 

Availability is always a problem. 

Nothing is more exasperating than 

having a clear idea of the sides you 

want to select only to discover that 

one or more of the key players are 

unavailable. It is only to be expected 

that not everyone is going to be 

available every week, but the real 

frustration arises when they don't 

tell you in good time (if at all). The 

se lec tors  usua l l y  meet  on 

Wednesday mornings to decide the 

sides for the next match. The teams 

are posted that afternoon to inform 

players in good time, so if you really 

want to annoy the selectors, try 

telling them later that day that 

you're not available! 

P.S. - just because you are away for 

a few matches doesn't exclude you 

from selection, but please let us  

know in good time. 
 

Team play is an important issue. No 

one plays on their own or just for 

their own prestige, we are all part of 

a team (which is part of a side) and 

need to support, encourage and 

applaud each other. Much despised 

is the player who gives little or no 

credit to other team members while 

promoting their own performance. 

Be positive, give only praise and 

encouragement, and support all your 

team members, even if they aren't 

playing very well. 

P.S. - don't just sit on the sideline 

before or after delivering your bowls, 

stand up, watch the game, and be 

physically part of the team. 

Concentration is a key success factor 

a n d  b e i n g  i n v o l v e d  a i d s 

concentration. 
 

Consistency is a vital aspect of 

your game. We can all put down a 

really good or even brilliant bowl 

now and again, and while this is 

always welcome, much more to be 

desired is the player who is always 

there or thereabouts and helps to 

build up the head, win the end and 

avoid big losses. Take your time, 

concentrate on each delivery, and be 

up to the head. 

P.S. - “one bowl in the head is worth 
more than two in the ditch”! 

Selection Process and Criteria 



 

Contribution is equal from every 

position in the team. Choosing the 

best player for each position is not 

just about who is the best bowler. 

There are some players who are 

good thirds, or even skips, who 

can be not so good as leads or 

seconds. Selection is about who 

will fill the position best and how 

well a team is balanced and fits 

together. A team with the best 

lead and second will usually win 

the game. 

P.S. - be a lead, Mosman needs 

leads. 
 

Grade 7 selection is much more 

difficult than selecting for grades 3 

and 6! When the 24 players have 

been picked for grades 3 and 6, 

there remains some 28 others all 

hoping for selection. Not enough to 

have put in a fourth side since 

absences will always reduce this 

number down below 24, (unlike 

mid-week triples with 9 in a side 

rather than 12), but half of those 

available will not get a game each 

week. One big question is do we 

aim for consistency in the side, or 

should we adopt a policy of 

rotation and give (almost) 

everyone a game from time to 

time? This is the issue which 

results in more upset than 

everything else. Some players 

complain about not getting a game 

while others get frustrated at 

playing with different people every 

week. If we strive to achieve a 

balance between these conflicting 

d e m a n d s  t h e n  e v e r y o n e 

complains! 

P.S. - the Board is always willing 

to consider volunteers to be 

selectors. 
 

The final question is why does no 

one praise the selectors when the 

side wins, but are often quick to 

blame them for losses? 

P.S. - support your selectors, we 

need to be loved. 

 

The Club provides Medical Emergency Forms for our members to fill out, and 
which we keep on record in a folder in the Bowls Office. 
 

These forms are used when we need to call an ambulance or family member in 
case of illness or injury to a member when at the club. 
 

It is important to keep the details on these forms up-to-date and to notify of 
any medications which you may be taking should an ambulance need to be 
called. 
 

Forms (green in colour) are available on the shelf near the kitchen, and all 
members are urged to fill one out to ensure that our records are current. 



 

Phone 9942 8988 
for the best value holiday deals with 

Australia's largest Travel Agency. 
 

 

LOWEST AIRFARES GUARANTEED 

 
717 MILITARY ROAD 

MOSMAN 

A PROUD SPONSOR  
OF MBC 

ONCE AGAIN IN 2016 

If you tell Flight Centre Mosman  
that you are a member of Mosman Bowling Club 

when you book flights or accommodation,  
the Club receives  

a small percentage of the price paid.   
Members should ensure that their membership  

is recorded on Flight Centre's records. 


