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nother Alex Macpherson Carnival 
has been run and won, and by 

all accounts it was very successful. 
We were blessed with good weather 
and as always the greens were in top 
condition for our visitors and our 
members to enjoy. It seems that 
each month's Newsletter brings 
thanks to Peter McAdam for some 
reason or other, and the success of 
this year's Carnival is very much 
attributed to Peter and his team of 
organisers. Peter is a wonderful 
clubman, and I hope he realises just 
how much his efforts are appreciated 
by us all. 
 

Sadly the Carnival was also over 
early for our Men's Pennants teams, 
none of which competed in the finals 
this year. Regardless, all teams were 
competitive throughout the season, 
illustrated by the 3s two wins being 
against the 2 top teams, by the 6s 
being at the top of the ladder until 
the final weeks and by the 7s having 
a huge win over Gordon toward the 
end of the competition. Thank you to 
all our Pennants players, and with a 
little more skills training I'm sure we 
can do well in 2016. 
 

On the positive side, our Mosman 
Women have again done our Club 
proud, emphatically winning the 
Regional Flag and  now getting ready 
for the State Championship.  
 

We wish them well, and are sure 
they will represent us in grand style. 
Much kudos also to Corinne Crouche 
whose coaching was obviously very 
effective. 

And congratulations to the Dee Why 
Bowling Club, victorious in the 
Waterman Trophy for the 6th 
successive year. They had an 
overwhelming win over a brave 
Balgowlah team who did so well in 
the run up to the Final. 
 

T h e  2 0 1 5  M e n ' s  S i n g l e s 
Championship is under way, and for 
the first time the draw was fully 
computerised. I had the pleasure of 
"clicking the mouse" to produce the 
spreadsheet that sets out the draw, 
and which will be updated after each 
round. Hopefully we can soon have 
this interfaced with the MBC website 
to keep everyone informed on the 
progress of the Championship. 
Thanks go to Scott Denham in 
particular for persevering and 
overcoming the glitches that were 
faced along the way. 
 

In May quite a few Mosman bowlers 
competed at various Carnivals 
around and outside the Zone. They 
were spotted at Seaforth, Belrose, 
North Ryde, Killara and Roseville.               
These days run by the various Clubs 
are not only great fun, but offer the 
opportunity of competitive bowling 
at a modest cost. A typical Carnival 
Day costs $30 for 2 games, and 
includes lunch! We encourage our 
members to put together teams for 
these days - and our participation at 
other clubs ensures those clubs will 
always support our events.  Notices 
and entry forms for upcoming 
Carnivals are posted on the bowls 
noticeboard. 
                     
                       Continued Page 13... 
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MOSMAN CLUB SONG 
 

The camaraderie within the Mosman Bowling Club is 
always strong, and it seems the only thing missing is a 
Club Song we can sing together to celebrate victories, or 
on special occasions. 

 
Sung to the well-known tune of the Marines' Hymn (the 
official hymn of the US Marines), the words have been 

written to best reflect our great Club. 

 

From the bowling greens of rival clubs 

To our home on Belmont Road. 

Through the games we fight around those greens 

We have shared the mighty load. 

We are called the feisty Mosman Whales  

 And we're feared by one and all. 

And the more they try to conquer us 

The harder still they fall. 

 

We are hard and ruthless Mosman Whales 

We're the toughest and the best. 

And through thick and thin the Mosman teams 

Will always stand the test. 

 

MOSMAN! 
 

Our resident baritone John Candy has kindly agreed to 
introduce the Club Song at several afternoon teas through 
June, and hopefully lead an enthusiastic chorus of Mosman 

members! 

 

3 



 

 

ay was a very busy month for 
MWBC. 
 

Firstly, many congratulations to our 

Grade 2 Pennant team of Denise 
Owen, Judy Moyes, Trish Tamaoki 
and Jeyam Siva, and Ann Barron, 
Toshi Czinege, Jenny Hole and Julie 
Hayden for winning through to the 
State Pennant play-offs in August by 
winning the Regional play-off on 

Thursday, May 21st.  
 
A happy day was had by all at our 
42nd Birthday celebration on May 5th. 
A particular highlight was the scone 
birthday cake in honour of Norma 

Field (who blew the candle out for 
us). It was lovely to see so many 
members present, in particular our 
life members and special quests. 
The Grade 2 District pennant flag 
was presented to the winning 
Mosman team by District President 

Billie Maas. 
 
Also on May 5th the first match of 
the Norma Field Trophy was played. 
Each guest was given a bookmark 
with scones, bowls and a brief 
history of Norma’s long service to 
the club, with her scone recipe on 
the back. Thanks go to Jenny Hole 
for her work in organising the 
Norma Field Trophy competition and 
all it has involved. The players 
involved in the Trophy have enjoyed 

the competition. The final will be 
played between Roseville and St 
Ives on a yet to be determined 
Tuesday in June.  

 

M 
It is with sadness we acknowledge 
the death of Phyl Jones.  Phyl was a 
former President and Treasurer of 
MPWBC, excellent bowler and strong 
supporter of the club together with 
her late husband, Bruce. (See 
separate article.) 
 
After some very close matches along 
t h e  w a y ,  t h e  C l u b  P a i r s 
Championship final was played on 
Saturday, 30th May between Trish 
Tamaoki and Judy Moyes versus Ann 
Barron and Julie Hayden. This match 
was also very close all the way with a 
15 all tie after the scheduled 18 
ends. Julie and Ann won the play off 
end by one point! Congratulations to 
both winners and runners up. 
 

On Friday, May 29th May the Mosman 
team of Denise Owen, Betty-Anne 
Cleveland and Jenny Hole were 
successful in winning the Kookaburra 
Carnival at West Pymble Bowling 
Club. Well done girls. Also between 
May 25th and 28th the team of De 
Brown, Toshi Czinege, Kay Balnaves 
and Betty-Anne Cleveland enjoyed 
participating in the State Carnival at 
Port Macquarie with some wins and 
some losses.  
 

The Minor Singles competition has 
commenced and the club Fours 
Championship will be held in July. 
The fours is a great event, please 

consider making up a team, or if 
you would like to play, put your 
name down on the list and the 
Match Committee will help you to 

join a team if possible. 
           
                          Continued Page 13... 
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A Tribute A Tribute A Tribute    
tototo   

Phyl JonesPhyl JonesPhyl Jones   

 

Former Mosman Park Women's Bowling Club President Phyl Jones 
passed away on Tuesday, 19th May. 
 

Born in Coonabarabran in 1930, the second youngest of six 
children, Phyl was educated in Coonabarabran and Dubbo.  She 
came to Sydney to work at the Commonwealth Bank where she met 
her future husband Bruce Jones.  They married in 1952, and their 
marriage lasted until Bruce's death in 1996. 

 
The marriage produced six children - three boys and three girls - in 
seven years.  As well as looking after her family, cooking and 
knitting, Phyl was active in the Mothers' Club, Ladies' Auxillary, P&C 

and Tuck Shop while her children were at school.  With husband 
Bruce, Phyl opened a number of shoe shops and managed the one 
in Avenue Road.  When the shops closed, Phyl worked full time at 
the Maritime Services Board. She was always a proud supporter of 
her family's  involvement in baseball. 

 
Joining MPWBC in 1986, Phyl served as Treasurer from 1991 to 
1994, and was President from 2001 to 2003, being the President of 
the ladies' section of the Club during our Centenary Year 2002. 
 

Phyl was no slouch on the green, winning the Minor Singles in 1989 
and then going on to win the Singles Championship 4 times, the 
Pairs Championship 4 times, the Fours Championship also 4 times 
and the Triples Championship once. 

Phyl also served the Club as a Selector. 
 
Our condolences to Phyl's family on her passing, and our gratitude 
and respect for her contribution to our Club. 
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Mosman resident Mr. Cliff Gentle has presented our Club with a set 
of bowls used by his father Len Gentle during his 50 year 
membership of the MBC. 
 

Len, who passed away in 2001 at the age of 97, is remembered as 
a very fine bowler, and his name is on the Club Champions' Board 
as the 1958 winner. 
 

The bowls are in good condition and stamped with their first re-
accreditation in 1946. Members are welcome to try them out and 
experience what it was like to bowl in the mid-1900s. 
 

Our thanks to Mr. Gentle for this addition to the history of the 
Mosman Bowling Club. 

A 
Little 
Bit of 
History 

 

MINI-MOS FUN RUN & FAIR MOSMAN PRIMARY SCHOOL         

SUNDAY, 14th JUNE 
 

On Saturday, 13th June there will be NO PARKING in the school 
grounds due to set-up for the Fun Run on Sunday. 

 

On Sunday, 14th June Belmont Road and Gouldsbury Street will be 
closed to traffic and parking from 6.00am to 10.30 am. 

 

See Notice Board for full details. 
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Beware the 
barreness of a  

busy life. 
 

                    Socrates 

 

 

 

Thought  
for  

June 

1st      F. Frank  
5th      B. Hansen  
6th      P. Attrill  
14th    J. Dunn 
17th    F. Carulli 
23rd    B. Spear
      T. Read 
24th   S. Madden 

25th    J(enny) Hole 

      E. Maclean 

26th    N. Field 

28th    A. Linton 

29th    P. Drury 

30th    P. Ward-Harvey 

      K. Tsujikawa 

 

Peter Smith, Peter McAdam, Graham Screen and Brin Kerwood  
looking smart in their new Club approved coloured shirts. 
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ALEX MACPHERSON 

Well, the feedback suggests that our Annual Carnival was an outstanding 
success! 
 

The greens were filled on both days with 23 clubs represented. Our reserve 
teams were on notice in case any teams were unable to attend, but they 
weren’t needed. Everyone turned up on time. 
 

The club looked resplendent, thanks to Graham Mitchell’s Working Bee team. 
Bunting adorned the grounds. The sun shone! The music played as an 
enthusiastic group of bowlers arrived at the club, each anticipating success. It 
was beautiful weather for the competition on both the Monday and Friday. 
 

Once again, Mosman hospitality was evident with toasties being served to 
bowlers on their arrival, much to our guests’ surprise and delight. Harry 
Evans warmly welcomed the throng in Stephen’s absence and Scott informed 
everyone of the rules of the day and the Conditions of Play. 
 

On Friday, our chef produced a beautiful lunch of roast lamb and delicious 
mixed vegetables followed by tiramisu and followed up with delicious BBQ 
chicken and vegetables on Monday with only one complaint – where was the 
gravy? But I’m sure that minor complaint was overcome when the warm 
bread and butter pudding with cream showed up! 
 

The winners of the various sections received their envelopes crammed full of 
prizemoney. The raffle prizes were well received, and particular thanks for 
the donation of these prizes go to Harvey Norman at Balgowlah for a variety 
of small appliances, Arena's fruit shop for two beautiful fruit gift baskets,  
Anna Pavoni of  Chiosco Restaurant at The Spit, Mike Rees of Ewen's 
Hardware, Jan Park for two bottles of scotch, Stewart Madden for two bottles 
of wine, Devitt’s Meat Wholesalers for meat trays, Jackie's Bowls Shop for a 
bowling bag, and MBC for two tins of mixed chocolates. 
 

We’d appreciate your support for these outlets who have supported us. Many 
thanks also go to those members that assisted in the Carnival preparation – 
Gay Suters, Peter Smith, Jeff Hole, Bruce Atkins, Pat and John Troy,  Cathy 
Wilson, Graham Screen and not forgetting, Snowy and Scott for preparation 
of the greens, Brian Rollufson for his computer skills, as well as Fran, Jennifer 
and Corinne for their assistance in the kitchen and bar.  Particular thanks to 
Ailsa Maccallum for her raffle ticket selling expertise and for being available 
as Umpire on both days. 
 

We also would like to thank all members for being collectively the best hosts 
of any bowls carnival on the North Shore.  The comments from attendees 
from visiting clubs confirm that the Mosman Carnival is one of the most 
outstanding events in the calendar. 
 

 

Peter McAdam 
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ALEX MACPHERSON 
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It's on!  Our Mosman bowlers are on the move again, with the proposed 
visit to Hong Kong now confirmed. 

 
Over the weekend of Saturday and Sunday, November 21st & 22nd, 
Mosman teams will play friendly tournaments against the United Services 
Recreation Club (Kowloon) and the Kowloon Bowling Green Club 
respectively. 
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Touring bowlers can arrange their own travel dates, as set group fares 
will not apply. Of course you can  book your flights independently if you 
prefer, but we recommend you go through Flight Centre. 

 
At present we have around 20  who have indicated their intention to 
tour, and we now ask those bowlers, and any others now keen to join 
us, to advise Stephen Lewis of their participation or otherwise by the 
end of June at the latest. 

 
See you in Hong Kong! 

Accommodation has been arranged at a 
very reasonable rate at the Sheraton 
Hong Kong Hotel and Towers, well 

located on Nathan Rd., Kowloon (with 
thanks to Bev and Harry Evans who 
enabled this). It is located opposite 
Victoria Harbour and is close to the Star 
Ferry Terminal. 

DeLuxe rooms range from $280 to 
$300 per night twin share including 
complimentary internet access and 

breakfast daily.  Actual rates will be 
confirmed when we advise the number 
of rooms required.   

Our sponsor Flight Centre Mosman 
have advised the best available 
airfares right now are with Qantas - 

Economy $1,158, Premium Economy 
$1,830 and Business $3,533. Cathay 
Pacific often have keenly priced fares 
available, so best to check the 
websites before booking. Our contact 

at  F l ight  Centre Mosman is 
stephanie.wallace@flightcentre.com.au
phone # 9942 8988. 
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We all know that children can, and DO say the wrong thing at 

an inopportune time. Here are some things U.S. kids expressed 

when asked to Write About the Sea. 

All at Sea 

1.  This is a picture of an octopus. It has eight 
 testicles.  (Kelly age 6) 
2.  Oysters' balls are called pearls. (James age 6) 

4.  If you are surrounded by sea you are an Island . If you 
don't have sea all round you, you are incontinent. (Wayne 7) 

9.  A dolphin breathes through an a***hole on the top of 
its head.  (Billy age 8) 

10.  My dad goes out in his boat, and comes back with crabs.  (Emily 5) 

 11.  When ships had sails, they used to use the 
trade winds to cross the ocean. Sometimes, when the 
wind didn't blow, the sailors would whistle to make the 
wind come. My brother said they would be better off 
eating beans.  (William age 7) 

3. I like mermaids. They are beautiful, and I like their shiny tails. How 
do mermaids get pregnant?  (Helen age 6) 

8.  I'm not going to write about the sea. My baby brother is always 
screaming and being sick, my Dad keeps shouting at my Mum, and my 
big sister has just got pregnant, so I can't think what to write.  (Amy 6) 

 6.  Some fish are dangerous. Jellyfish can sting. Electric eels can give 
you a shock. They have to live in caves under the sea where I think they 
have to  plug themselves into chargers. (Christopher age 7) 

7.  Sharks are ugly and mean, and have big teeth, 
just like  Emily Richardson. She's not my friend no 
more.   (Kylie age 6) 

5.  When you go swimming in the sea, it is very cold, and 
it makes my willy small.  (Kevin age 6) 
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June will be a busy month for us all, 
w i t h  t h e  M e n ' s  S i n g l e s 
Championship continuing, the Zone 
Singles held on June 27th & 28th 
and the Mufti Pairs competition 
finalised after rain delays.  
 
You may have noticed that a new 
competition The President's Trophy, 
is listed to commence in June also, 
however due to the clash with the 
Men's Singles it has been decided to 
delay this until later in the year.  

The President's Trophy is a Club 
Singles competition open to both 
women and men members. More on 
the new dates, and on the comp 
later. 
 
Again, we wish the Mosman 
Women's No.2 Pennants Team the 
very best of luck in the State 
Championship. Go Mosman! 

The MWBC Greenhorn Trophy 
competition is coming up again on 
Sunday, August 2nd. This event is 
looked forward to by clubs all over 

Sydney. It is a fun day for members 
who have been playing for less than 
6 years, and I urge members to 
register early, make a team, and 
join in. 
 

The District Triples is also coming 
up and Club members are 
encouraged to enter. The District 

Singles will be held from May 1st to 
5th.  
 

Best wishes to our members 
competing:  Julie Hayden, Jeyam 
Siva and Denise Owen. 
The MWBC AGM will be held on 
Saturday, July 25th. The present 
committee would love to hear from 

any member who would like to 
contribute more by joining us.  

Please do not hesitate to speak to 
myself or a member of the 
committee if you would like to 
assist us. 
 

The Club social bowling uniform 

requirements have been relaxed. 
Members can now wear a Bowls 
Australia polo top or equivalent 
collared polo top, with navy, royal 
blue or white pants/shorts or skort. 
 

I have been asked to remind 
members that if they are playing in 
a specific event, e.g. Club 
Championship on a social bowls 

day, please do not put your name 
down on the social bowls list. 
 
Enjoy  your bowling.   
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Competitions 2015  

 

MEN'S CHAMPIONSHIP SINGLES 
 

Round 1 
  R. Davies   32  d  K. Smith   14 
  G. Lindsay  31  d  P. McAdam  25 
  J. Geismar  31  d  M. Patel   20 
  P. Kable   31  d  K. Siva   26 
  I. Fielden   33  d  S. Madden  25 
  B. Atkins   31  d  S. Bajtala  26 
  G. Fotis   31  d  D. O'Gorman  22 
  R. Hassall  31  d  P. Ward-Harvey 11 
  H. Evans   31  d  B. Spear   22 
  J. Dale   31  d  J. Troy   29 
  S. Lewis   32  d  B. Hansen   7 
  B. Kerwood  31  d  J. LeGras   30 
  S. Denham  32  d  S. Fitzgibbon  10 
  G. Screen  31  d  J. Rock   24 
   

Round 2 
  R. Davies   31  d  M. Mc Murray  12 
  G. Lindsay  31  d  J. Geismar  19 
  P. Kable   31  d  I. Fielden   14  
  B. Atkins   31  d  G. Fotis    5 
  R. Hassall  32  d  H. Evans   30 
  J. Dale   31  d  S. Lewis   29 
  S. Denham  31  d  B. Kerwood   9 
  M. Munday  31  d  G. Screen   4 
   

Round 3 
  R. Davies   33  d  G. Lindsay  21 
  S. Denham  31  d  M. Munday  28 
  J. Dale   31  d  R. Hassall  22 
  P. Kable   31  d  B. Atkins   21 

 
JOHN WATERMAN TROPHY 2015 

 

6/5/15 Dee Why   61  d  Mosman   55 

Semi-final 1 

13/5/15 Balgowlah  62  d  Manly   59 

Semi-final 2 

20/5/15 Dee Why   83  d  Seaforth   39 
     Final   

27/5/15 Dee Why   86  d  Balgowlah  40 
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Competitions 2015  

 

WOMEN'S PAIRS CHAMPIONSHIP 
 

Round 1 
   
 J. Bajtala; G. Suters  20 d B. Anderson; E.Legg  17 
 B-A. Cleveland;K. Balnaves 19 d L. Adam; S. Buchanan  12 
 D. Noel; L. Davis   25 d J. Mitchell; M. Screen    7 
 J. Hayden; A. Barron  24 d B. Evans; D. Brown  11 
 J. Hole; J. Crease   17 d J. Siva; T. Czinege   16
       

Round 2 
 B-A. Cleveland; K. Balnaves 24 d J. Battala; G. Suters  11 
 J. Hayden; A. Barron  27 d D. Noel; L. Davis   13 
 J. Hole; J. Crease   19 d S. Addison; Y. McDonald  11 
 J. Moyes; T. Tamaoki  12 d A. Maccallum; D. Owen  10
      

Semi– Finals 
 J. Hayden; A. Barron  23 d B-A. Cleveland; K. Balnaves 14 
 J. Moyes; T. Tamaoki  14 d J. Hole; J. Crease   12 
 

Final 
 A. Barron; J. Hayden  16 d T. Tamaoki; J. Moyes  15 
 
 

WOMEN'S MINOR SINGLES CHAMPIONSHIP 
 

Round 1 
 

  E. Legg   27  d  H. Haran   4 
 

Round 2 

 

  K. Jenkinson  25  d  M. Screen  20 

 

If anyone has the Ladies' Key to the Pantry,  
or knows where it is, could you please return it  

to its rightful place,  
or give it to President Ann Barron. 
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At the May Board Meeting 
he Alex Macpherson Carnival 
was considered a great 

success with many positive 
comments received. It was agreed 
that the prizemoney we offer has 
fallen behind other Clubs, and this 
will be reviewed before the 2016 
Carnival. 
 

The Board is recruiting Members 
to assist  in each of the areas of 
responsibility. Thank you to Brin 
Kerwood who has agreed to assist 
Graham Mitchell with Grounds and 
Property, to Peter Smith who will 
assist Peter McAdam with Events 
and Sponsorship and to Richard 
O'Brien who has volunteered but 
has not yet been allocated a 
responsibility. More to come..... 
 

The MBC bowling tour to Hong 
Kong has now been confirmed 
(see article in this Newsletter). 
 

A replacement gate to the 
Gouldsbury St. entrance has been 
approved. It will be lockable, 
and  along with the Belmont Rd. 
gate will bear "no access to 
street" signage to dissuade 
through pedestrian traffic and 
hence bolster security. 
 

Agreed that the existing 2 mat 
cupboards are beyond repair, and 
will be replaced. 
 

MBC will participate in the 
Mosman Festival by holding an 
Open Day on Sunday, 13th 
September. It will be well 
promoted and organised, and 
around 100 visitors are expected. 

T A number of Special Projects 
have been agreed for the 
2015/16 Financial Year : 
 

 replacement and redesign of 
the kitchen and coolroom 
storage area. 

 redesign and replacement of 
the Bowls Office. 

 replacement of seating to the 
northern end of the church 
green. 

 installation of permanent 
irrigation to both greens. 

 
Agreed that the MBC would adopt 
a Club Song! 
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This is a question asked by new 
bowlers who are just taking up the 
game and also pondered by 

established bowlers looking to 
make a change. 
 
The following are some of my 
thoughts for consideration. This 

article is not meant to be definitive 
advice but to give guidance. 
Others may well have different 
opinions. 

 
Firstly new bowlers should not rush 
out to buy bowls too early. They 
are welcome to use the club’s 
bowls until they have some 

experience on the green. It is also 
suggested that they ask Bowls 
shops if they can borrow bowls to 
try them out before making a 
purchase. Most will be happy to do 

this. 
 
There are a number of Bowls 
manufacturers available and they 

are all of good quality because 
they have to pass stringent tests 
to be accredited. So in my view 
brand name is not important. 
When a buying decision needs to 

be made there are three important 
areas to consider. 
They are: 

Size. 
Feel in the hand. 

Bias. 

Size and Weight of the Bowl. 

Generally it is advisable to use the 
largest bowl that you can 

comfortably handle in a l l 
conditions including wet weather 
and cold, dry conditions. However 
if you have too big a bowl then the 
tension and strain on the wrist and 

fingers will affect your ability to 
deliver your bowl consistently, 
especially late in the game. 
 

Men generally use sizes 2 to 4 and 
women 1 to 3. Sizes 0 and 00 are 
for those with small hands and 
sizes above 4 are now unusual. 
To decide which size is best for you 

there are a number of tests to 
make. The first is to wrap both 
hands around the running surface 
of the bowl without the palms 
touching it, and choose a size 

where the middle fingers and the 
thumbs just touch. A coach can 
show you how to do that. 
 

With that bowl size then hold it in 
the delivery position and swing it 
backwards and forwards a number 
of times. If it continues to feel 
comfortable then, with the delivery 

grip, hold the bowl below your 
hand with your arm fully stretched 
out in front of you for a short 
period of time, say 15 seconds.  

with Jeff Hole 

WHAT BOWLS SHOULD I BUY? 
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Bias 

All manufacturers make a variety 
of bowls with different bias profiles 

from narrow (tight line) to wide 
line. You can find the profile 
differences if you go into the 
website of the bowls manufacturer 
and look at their bias charts. 

Ignore the term “straight bowls”. 
There is no such thing. 
 
I would generally recommend a 

new bowler to choose a bowl with 
a medium bias. This is for a 
number of reasons. When you 
start out you are likely to be a lead 
and your job is to get your bowls 

near to the jack so that the rest of 
your team can build a head around 
them. While experienced leads 
tend to choose a tighter line for 
this purpose it is best not to go 

that way initially.  It is more 
important that you have a bowl 
that teaches you to draw, and a 
bowl with a very tight line can 

bring on the bad habit of bowling 
too narrow if in the future you 
should move to a wider bowl. 
 
You will also be playing on greens 

that vary in speed or have a 
different type of grass or even a 
synthetic surface. Bowls on fast 
greens usually take a wider bias 
and on slow ones the bias can be 

narrow. Different green surfaces 
will cause bowls to track differently 
and a medium bias bowl is usable 
in all conditions. 

 
 

If your arm aches significantly or 
begins to shake then consider a 
smaller size. If both of these tests 
are completely comfortable try it 
again with the next size up. Then 
choose the largest size that passes 
these tests. 
 

Bowls also come in different 
weights. These are marked on the 
bowl. “H” stands for heavy. “M” 
stands for medium. If you have to 
use a small bowl because of the 
size of your hand then choose the 
heavier one. It will be knocked 
around in the head less and you 
can use it to your advantage to 
move other bowls. 
 

Feel in the Hand 
This is very important because the 
more snug the bowl feels in your 
hand the more confident you will 
feel. 
 

Different bowls have different 
profiles. Some are broader than 
others and some are slimmer. So 
try a number of different brands all 
of the size you have chosen and 
see how comfortable they are. It is 
interesting how different some 
bowls feel from others. Choose the 
one that seems to fit your hand 
the best. 
 

Bowls may be dimpled or have 
lines instead and the dimples are 
often different between brands. My 
view is that it is generally better to 
choose a bowl with dimples as this 
gives a firmer grip especially in 
adverse conditions. But feel in 
hand is the prime consideration. 
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As you progress in the game, 
you will play second, third and 

even skip. Thirds and skips in 
particular need a bowl that can 
draw around short bowls so a 
wider bias is useful. Unless you 

are prepared to have multiple 
sets of bowls, it is best to go for 

a medium bias from the outset. 
 

There is a lot of talk in the bowls 
literature about bias profiles with 
‘hook finishes” and those with a 
“banana” delivery line. But you 
have to be pretty good before 

that matters. 
 

Wide line bowls can be difficult to 
handle on fast greens because it 
is harder to select an aiming 

point that gives a consistent 
result particularly in windy 

conditions. Narrow bowl users 
argue that on fast greens they 

are easier to handle because 
they take less grass. However 
controlling weight with narrow 
bowls is more difficult. They tend  

to run on more because they 
have less turn and some experts 

say they are more affected by 
wind gusts because they stand 
up more than wider bowls. 
 

So as I mentioned earlier if you 
are a new bowler it is best to get 

yourself a medium bias bowl to 
start your bowls career. 

 

Other Considerations. 

Colour. Well that is up to your 

taste. And I am not sure of the 
taste of some bowlers with those 

multi coloured specimens. Black 
bowls are cheaper by the way. 

It is a good idea to think about 
second hand bowls when you are 
starting out in the game. New 

bowls cost in the region of $500-
$600 and it is possible to get 

good second hand bowls for 
$200. Often members at the club 

have bowls for sale. When you 
are more experienced you can 
then purchase new bowls best 
suited to your needs. 

 

 

The land where we now play bowls was originally part bowling 
green and part tennis courts and known as Mosman Recreation 
Club. Below is an amusing item from the Mosman Lawn Tennis 
Club Centenary notes.  
 

“…rising tempers were the order of the day. It is on record that 
one exasperated bowler threw two bowls into Belmont Road. 
As much as some bowlers may wish to sympathise with him, 
this was setting a very bad example. Indeed, the bowls were 
his opponent's.” 
 
Let us hope that we have mellowed somewhat. 
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Phone 9942 8988 
for the best value holiday deals with 

Australia's largest Travel Agency. 
 

 

LOWEST AIRFARES GUARANTEED 

 
717 MILITARY ROAD 

MOSMAN 

A PROUD SPONSOR  
OF MBC 

ONCE AGAIN IN 2015 

If you tell Flight Centre Mosman  
that you are a member of Mosman Bowling Club 

when you book flights or accommodation,  
the Club receives  

a small percentage of the price paid.   
Members should ensure that their membership  

is recorded on Flight Centre's records. 


