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his is my last President's report, after 35 of them over 3 years. I do so in 
the gloom of Covid lockdown, but I want to convey hope. 

I hope members enjoyed the Olympics, and continue to marvel at the 
Paralympians.  It is good to see how members have been taking the 
opportunity to borrow from our library. 

I recommend all members read an enlightening article published in 2013 by 
Ian Townsend in the Griffith Review at www.griffithreview.com entitled 
“Learning from Forgotten Epidemics”. It is lengthy, but discloses how all 
this is not new or unexpected. It is just a matter of time and vaccinations. 
So although vaccinations are not infallible, they are the “silver bullet” in 
reducing infection, serious illness, death and transmission, and will thereby 
enable us to resume reasonably normal lives again. 

We are now anticipating the conditions under which we will be able to 
return to the Club. Query whether we will be limited in numbers, or 
required to wear masks, or walk around in circles again. 

Debate is raging about mandating vaccinations in the workplace. The Board 
has to grapple with this issue on the 15th September. We believe we owe a 
duty to all our members and staff to take reasonable steps to minimise the 
risk of injury and disease. If we have to seek confirmation of your 
vaccinations, then so be it. This would be an infringement of individual 
liberties, but for the greater good of our fellow members. 

I trust all members have received their Annual General Meeting material. If 
not, please contact Rhian. Naturally, we will miss seeing everyone as usual 
at the AGM, but fortunately virtual technology is available to us. Thanks to 
Barbara Anderson for very professional polling documentation. I 
recommend a yes vote in each instance.  Please vote now!  

As I sit at my desk looking out at the families walking and riding in the 
fresh air and sunshine, I am grateful that we are still managing, 
notwithstanding drought, bushfires, dust and smoke hazes, pandemic, 
climate change, floods, mouse plagues, riots, mental health issues, and 
frenzied media. But we all could do with bowling therapy, and some 
humour. So we take the liberty of interspersing some humour contributed 
sldkjf 
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http://www.griffithreview.com


by members. I recommend the following items of uplifting music on 
Youtube ; Pharrell Williams mix “Happy”  https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=y6Sxv-sUYtM; Bobby McFerrin “Don’t worry be happy” https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=d-diB65scQU and for a blast, try- Boney M 
Rasputin (Sopot Festival 1979) https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=16y1AkoZkmQ 

I thank Mario Valenti and his helpers for the excellent job they have done 
in restoring our 
upstairs room. 
Mario especially, 
has expended his 
time and skill, 
notwithstanding 
an unexpected 
health issue in the 
interim. We can 
look forward to 
enjoying that 
space in the near 
future. 

Finally, I wish all 
members the best 
of health, Jenny 
and the new 
Board fruitful 
deliberations, and 
I look forward to 
when we can 
grace the greens 
again. 
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hope you are all well and making the most of the lockdown. 

As you are aware we have been doing our AGM via email this year as the 
end of lockdown is undetermined.   You will have received communication 
from Glenda regarding the voting process.  There are two motions to vote 
on; that the Minutes of the last AGM be adopted as a true and accurate 
record  and secondly, to elect the new committee. 

Our new committee will be confirmed on 11 September 2021.  However, as 
we have reached a quorum I would like to offer my congratulations to 
Caroline Duhigg who has accepted the position of President.   Gwen 
Gleichman will be our new Secretary replacing Glenda Weerden and 
Rosemary Dale will be our district representative taking over from Sue 
Buchanan.   Match will be Loyce Davis,   Betty Anne Cleveland and Sally 
Thompson.  Sally is a first time committee member.   Selection will be Jill 
Kehoe,  Ann Barron, Tosh Czinege, Lyn Armstrong and Cathy Wilson.  The 
committees will elect their leader when they meet or via email.   We are 
very lucky to have such a strong  and capable team. 

Our long term member Ailsa Maccallum’s husband David passed away 
recently.   We offer Ailsa our condolences and thank all the members who 
have been supporting Ailsa at this time. 

The new committee will have the 
challenge of planning our programme 
when lockdown finishes.  Hopefully 
they are able to run the Championship 
Pairs and the Summer Fours is always 
popular. 

I have ordered new shirts in Size 12, 
they should be available within the 
month. 

Looking forward to seeing you in 
October.  Let’s stay positive. 

Cheers 

I 

 



The August Board meeting on 18
th

 August was conducted again by Zoom. Thanks 

to Rhian for hosting this meeting. 

Nominations and proposed resolutions for the Annual General Meeting have 

closed. We will have a virtual AGM by email.  Members will vote for the new 

office bearers, a life member and Constitutional amendment. Details will be with 

the ballot papers. 

The time has come for Rhian to be provided with a new computer. Hopefully she 

will have it by September. 

The Club’s finances are sound. However we are biting into our reserves, 
notwithstanding some government assistance. Our kitchen staff are receiving 

government support. 

We will determine the fate of the proposed Tasmanian trip at our 15th 

September Board meeting, and all members will be notified. We live in hope!  

Work has continued on the Upstairs meeting room. Scott is contemplating one 

green refurbishment while the lockdown applies. It depends on the season and 

the weather. 

The green seats in the entrance pathway,  are to be replaced by new aluminium 

seats matching those at the Eastern 

and Western boundaries of the 

greens. 

There has been an encouraging 

membership renewal rate, however 

we encourage all members to 

renew, in anticipation that we will 

be back on the greens soon. 

Regrettably, we have lost David 

Maccallum, another staunch and 

long time member of the Club. 

At the September Board meeting, 

we will consider whether we will 

make double vaccinations 

m a n d a t o r y  f o r  m e m b e r 

participation. 

At the August BoardAt the August Board  MeetingMeeting  

 

4 Bill Phillips 

5 Mary Miller 

10 Steve Parker 
Kandiah Theivendran 

11 Frank Hack 

12 Anne Titterton 

13 Allan Sutton 

 

23 John Candy 
Rosemary Christmas 

24 Stewart Horwood 

Stephen Lewis 

26 Lynne Armstrong 

27 Brin Kerwood 

Robyn O'Brien 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Very sadly veteran MBC 
member, colleague and friend 
David Maccallum passed away 
last month after a lengthy illness. 

Since joining in 1999 David 
provided outstanding service to 
our Club. He was a Board 
Director and Honorary Treasurer 
from 2000-2009 and Chairman 
of Umpires for many, many 
years - he was one of the few to 
hold a Level 2 Umpiring 
Certificate. 

Away from bowls, David was very 
involved in the scouting world, firstly as a Group Leader at 
Forestville Scout Group and then served from 1987 at 1st 
Mosman Scouts as Group and then Regional leader - he was 
regarded as the Spiritual Leader of the 1st Mosman Scout Group, 
and awarded the 
Silver Koala for his 
service to scouting 
in 2002. 

We extend our 
heartfelt sympathies 
to David's bowls 
partner and beloved 
partner in life, Ailsa, 
and to their 3 adult 
children Lyn, Fiona 
and Peter. 

 

 



The greens are hanging out for footprints, the wows of the game's 

sounds and our newly refurbished clubhouse is missing all the chatter! 

We are all on the other side, confined to our homes, social distancing 

and missing interaction. 

As you will know, I have been a computer nerd forever (among other 

things), and have participated in and equipped clubs in teaching 

"Broadband for Seniors" and promoted use of the internet to all. For 

younger people locked up but having established online social 

connections it may be easier to stay at home, but perhaps not so for 

many of our generation. 

Most of us list our email addresses in the Club's member Directory and 

enjoy and appreciate receiving occasional bowls-related news and, of 

course, the monthly newsletters. 

May I suggest an easy to operate and tactful community platform 

where anyone in our Club can communicate with everyone else. One such 

platform is GOOGLE GROUPS which, once joined up, allows you to send 

and receive all sorts of communications - photos, jokes, news updates 

etc to a single email address! 

I would be very happy to set this up and act as the Administrator, but I 

need to know how many MBC members are interested in participating. 

If you are keen can you please email me at itbatyo@gmail.com. 

I am also very happy to help any members who may need assistance with 

IT phone supports such as Skype or WhatsApp so you can catch up with 

family and friends through this period of isolation. 

Keep well and keep away from COVID-19! 

Istvan Toth, Designs & IT      Mobile: 0407 246296 

Email: itbatyo@gmail.com 

 

Please be aware that when posting something in this group it will be 

available for all members of the group to read and see. 

mailto:itbatyo@gmail.com
mailto:itbatyo@gmail.com


 

 
      

 

 

 

 

 

 

I was born in Alexandria, Egypt. An only child in 
contrast to my father who had 12 siblings. My 

Grandfather was a Coptic Catholic.  

I was educated at St Marks College and the Lycee 

Francais and achieved a degree in Accountancy. 

I left Egypt without a passport and travelled to 
Switzerland. One of my uncles lived there and I had 
hoped to be granted citizenship. But my application 
was rejected. However, during my time there I studied 
and achieved a Hospitality degree, in Lausanne. I 
ended up in Lebanon in Beirut and after twelve 
months, with the help of the church, I was granted citizenship and I began working in the 
Hospitality industry at ski resorts and serviced apartments in Beirut. It was great and I was 

successful. In those days, Beirut was the Switzerland of the Middle East.  

 I married and my first wife was expecting our first baby. But when I was informed that things were 
taking a turn for the worse, I decided to emigrate. I did not want my child to have the same 
struggles that I had with citizenship. Initially I planned to head for Canada or the USA. But when 
talking to friends and realising that Canada was too cold and the USA too big, I looked for more 
advice. A friend from the Australian Embassy in Beirut, reminded me that I had signed the 
paperwork she had prepared for me to emigrate to Australia. All I had to do were the medicals. 

That was how I arrived here, and I was blessed. 

I landed in Sydney and my first job was selling new cars for 
Ford - Frank Dilandro's at Crows 
Nest. I couldn't get back into 
Hospitality due to my lack of 
experience here in Australia. But 
I was doing well and enjoyed 
being a car salesman. One day 
Henry Rose, the General 
Manager of the Sebel Town 
House here in Sydney, (one of 
the top ten hotel in the world) 
walked in. I sold him a car and 
mentioned my hospital i ty 
background. He offered me a job 

as a night manager.  

     

 
 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

I was also introduced to his second in charge and sold him a car 
as well. My biggest thrill was that after a year, I was given the 
General Manager's car – the one I had sold him! It was now my 

company car, (I mentioned that I was glad I sold him a good one). 

 I worked there for 12 years and was 
promoted to Assistant General 
Manager.  Staying at Sebel meant 
that I was receiving more than other 
managers in the industry. Then, Leon Fink the owner of the Southern 
Cross in Sydney and Melbourne, head-hunted me. He gave me my 
first General Management position and my career flourished. I am so 
grateful to Leon, giving me a highlight in my career. My work included 
Kinsellas and the Quay restaurant and it turned into a wonderful 
career. Group General Manager of the Darling Harbour hotels, 
Novotel, Ibis, Mercure Grand, then the Inter-continental Sydney, 
Cyprus Lakes resort and CEO of the Metro Hospitality Group (14 

hotels and 3 pubs).  

 From 1991-2000 I was Chairman of the Accommodation Division of the AHA (NSW). It meant 
representing the Australian hotel industry in Atlanta (USA), preparing Sydney for the 2000 Olympic 
Games. In 2013 I was appointed to the board of Voyages Indigenous Tourism Australia Pty. Ltd. It 
manages the Ayers Rock Resort, Mossman Gorge Cultural Centre, and Home Valley Resort in the 
East Kimberley. (A big thank you to Stephen Lewis for that introduction). I am currently on the 

board of European Leisure - Riverside Entertainment Ltd., London, UK. 

 When I retired, Stephen Lewis convinced me to try bowling. And I enjoy 
every minute of it. The Mosman Bowling Club is unique. So interesting 

and enjoyable with its diversity of members.  

 The Club is one of the best managed and 
performing. With its concentration on acquiring a 
younger generation of bowlers and securing its 

longevity. 

 My advice for new bowlers is to take it easy, 
slowly but surely. You are not going to be a super 
bowler overnight. Enjoy the experience and you will achieve your goals in 
time.’  

October Profile:  Diana Noel 



 

 

 

 

 

Dear Bowling Friends. 

Just thinking about us 

going through these 

Lockdowns and how 

we could benefit 

from them. 

There is a Market Place available, where we can sell your pre-loved 

fashion items – most of which have been sitting in your wardrobes 

forever collecting dust. Not only for you ladies, but we men as 

well.  

It can include clothes, shoes, bags and any fashion item you are no 

longer use, even those of our children.  What about presents you 

have received but not used?  I have those. 

It is a way of making money, which will always come in handy. 

I suggest using the marketing organisation – BOiiNG.  I’m one of 
the co-founders. It has been created for sellers and buyers to easily 

do everything from the comfort of your home.  Just using our 

Smartphones. 

Here is the web address www.boiing.com  which will give you 

access to the process. To become a seller you can access the site by 

going to this web address. 

Give it a go, pass it on to friends and fam and all the best. 

With a bit of luck see you soon  

George Bedwani 

Mobile: 0409 057 809 

Email: GBedwani@gmail.com 

SET YOUR WARDROBE FREE  

WITH BOIING 

 

http://www.boiing.com/
https://www.boiing.com/
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The planned and fully 

subscribed Bowls Tour 

in November is in 

obvious peril, and at 

the mercy of the 

current plague. 

While we remain 

hopeful that it might 

proceed, a decision 

will be made in mid-September to allow participants time to cancel air 

and other arrangements if necessary. Fingers crossed the growing 

vaccination rate will allow the Tour to proceed. 

 

 

Having been a member of our bowling club for so long, 40 years, I have 

witnessed many members come and go.  

Who can forget Harry Snell dressed up as the retiring maiden with Tom Annetts 
at the Goulburn Bowling Club in the 80's.  Every year in June we would visit the 

Goulburn BC and in September they would come to us and fight for a win. 

Another member I often think of is John Spence who suddenly passed away.  

He used to live near me and we lost a good and friendly bowler. 

So let us live for today and enjoy this lovely game of lawn bowls 

Ari Schepis 



 

Andrew Woodmansey 

 

Thanks to all club members who have been asking how my book is progressing. 

Recreational Vehicles: A World History 1872-1939 is finally finished and will be 

published in January. It’s been a five-year labour of love, but I’ve been fortunate 
to have a project like this which could 

keep going during the pandemic. 

 

The cover of my book on the history 

of recreational vehicles 

 

At school I was never taught 

woodwork or metalwork, so I thought 

it would be an idea to take up 

woodwork this year. I’m on the 
waiting list for a woodworking course 

at the Richard Crosland School of Fine 

Woodwork (crosland.com.au), but 

since the school is currently closed 

YouTube has come to the rescue. So 

far I’ve built a plywood workbench 
and a small table inspired by a French RV and furniture maker from the 1920s 

called Charles Louvet. There’s a long list of other furniture needed around the 
house that will no doubt keep me busy for a while. One day I might even build a 

wooden caravan… 

A self-built mobile workbench with vice 

A casual table inspired by a French 

1920s furniture maker 



On the music front, encouraged by members of a local ukulele group, Christine 

and I have both bought tenor ukuleles for a bit of fun. We’ve been learning 
online, and thanks again to YouTube I soon discovered a different type of ukulele 

called the bass ukulele. This appealed to me greatly with its thick rubber strings, 

powerful bass and amplification possibilities, so early this year I snapped up one 

of the few remaining ‘bass ukes’ in the country and have been playing it badly 
but loudly ever since. Memories of 1970s rock concerts…a bass ukulele has thick 
rubber strings and is amplified. 

 

Finally, a few online resources we have been 

perusing during lockdown: 

 

 

 

Tom Scott. Suggested by our son Jamie, Tom is a UK-

based ‘Vlogger’ with short, interesting videos on a 
wide range of topics. Well researched and factual. 

 

Andy Phillip. A woodturner based in Yorkshire, UK. 

Hypnotic, commentary-free videos as he turns a 

block of wood (and other objects) into art on a lathe. 

Best just before bedtime or with a drink. 

 

 

 

Trove.nla.gov.au. A wonderful resource of old Australian newspapers and 

photos. Pick a topic, year, location or family name and get completely lost in 

Australian history. 

 

Newatlas.com. A technology and science news site with regular updates on 

inventions and discoveries from around the world (Stephen in particular may be 

interested to read there about a new e-scooter from India called the Ola, which 

has a top speed of 115 km/h. It is set to sell 10 million units around the world at 

US$1,000 each). 

 

Wondrium.com. (formerly The Great Courses Plus). Jamie bought me a 

subscription to this site for my birthday. A wonderful resource of courses on just 

about every topic imaginable. 

 

See you back on the greens soon. 

Andrew Woodmansey 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Robyn Novakovic 

Funny times these, eh?  The Club’s closed, we can’t roll up or play or chat over a 
cuppa and scones.  I don’t know about you, but I’ve started to wonder if I’ll remember 
how to play when we do get back onto the green! 

With that in mind, I thought I’d talk a little about teams and our role within the team.  
For some, the first thing that pops into the head when “team” is mentioned is 
Pennants or Club Championships, etc.  But really, we’re in a team every time we play 
social competition.  I confess I sometimes fall into the mindset of “Oh, I’m playing Lead” or “OK I’m Skip 
today”.  What I should be doing is looking at my team.  What’s my role with respect to the other 
players?  How can we blend together to play a strong game? 

Without going into too much detail, I’ve put down a few things that come to mind about the Lead and 
Second positions.  Obviously these will change slightly depending on the format being played.  But the 

basics remain the same.  We’ll look at Thirds and Skips next time. 

When we play in a team in any sport, we are a team player, not an individual. 

T.E.A.M.    Together Everyone Achieves More 

Let’s take a look at the position of Lead… 

Someone much more knowledgeable about bowls than I said “A good lead is vital to any successful 
team.  Focus on your basics and you will always put your team in a great position.” 

Being a Lead requires focus and consistency.  Obviously rolling the jack and getting your bowls close to 
the jack are two elements of your “job” as Lead.  They say that rolling the jack is one of the most 
important tasks in the team, but the least practiced!  It sounds basic but next time you’re having a roll 
up, challenge yourself to put down ten jacks of varying length to “train” your brain.  Being able to control 
(and vary) your jack length will make you valuable as a Lead. The other task is trying to build the head 
(not necessarily get shot).  If your opposition touches the jack, try to get second shot.  Playing one side 
of the green is a great way to find consistency and your “truest hand”, so try to use your roll up to 
determine which side is working for you and stick to it.  It also helps finding your aiming point easier. 

Next up is Second… 

The Second’s job is to consolidate what the Lead has done. You’re also laying the foundation and 
creating opportunities for your Skip. You should be able to play both hands and draw to the jack or a 
position on the green as directed by your Skip.  A Second needs to be versatile and able to change as 
the head changes.  A working knowledge of the different types of shots are good to have up your sleeve 

if the Skip asks.  There are lots of simple drills available to practice your specific position in the team. 

As always, our coaches will be there with “Fix My Game” when we get back on the green – ready, 
willing and able to help get everyone back up to speed and iron out those kinks that have crept in with 

not being able to play our favourite game.  Stay safe.  Stay well. 

 



MOSMAN BOWLING CLUB 

Bowls:  9969 4211 Email:  mosmanbowlingclub@bigpond.com 


