
 

 

 



 

 

 

The scones bell 

The Wrong Bias Bell 



 

 

  

This history is supplementary to the excellent publication “100 Years of Friendly 
Games” produced upon Ian Renton’s (Past President and Patron) initiative in 
2002. 
 

There follows a detailed annual summary of events over 20 years, particulars of 
the Women's Club, some personal snippets, and some reminiscences by some 
members. 
 

This history does not purport to be complete, nor to report results of bowls 
competitions (unless exceptional), Pennants or tournaments. Those details 
appear in the Newsletters and Annual Reports which are available in the Office. 
This is a history of the Club and its members compiled from records and 
memories. It is hoped that members will contribute further to this history so as 
to enable corrections and additions of past, present or future events. 
 

Any mistakes or omissions are forgiveable. 
 

Paul Ward- Harvey 

Harry Evans 



 

 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 
 

The years 2002 to 2022 saw a huge change in the presentation of our Club, but the 
changes were incremental and welcomed by members. 
 

Mixed bowling became the norm and ultimately Bowls in NSW has been unified. 
Coloured narrow bowls replaced black wide bowls. The rigid white uniforms and 
blazers were replaced by more modern styles. The Club Board comprises a broader 
diversity, and we now have a female President.  Extensive refurbishment and 
improvements have been made to the clubhouse and grounds. New staff and new 
equipment have proven a boost to the Club. 
 

This period has been one of integration, innovation, consolidation, 
accommodation, renovation, adaptation and satisfaction….but not without its 
difficulties. 
 



 

 

 

The year 2002 was the Centenary of the Club. Having been born as an exclusive 
men’s recreation club and having weathered the storms of two World Wars, the 
Spanish Flu and The Great Depression, its finances had been secured and 
membership  expanded by the concerted efforts of dedicated Club members. The 
Centenary looked rosy and was celebrated by members. 
 

However Club President, and subsequent Club Patron Ian Renton, had uttered 
prophetic words at the conclusion of our 100 year history; 
 

“…it would be foolish of us to now sit back and relax. I believe the important task of 
attracting and, equally importantly retaining both old and new members, has only 
just begun….The requirement to positively market our sport to attract new and 
younger people to lawn bowls will never decrease or disappear. It will be an 
ongoing challenge that all who enjoy the great game of bowls can look forward to 
well into the future” 

 

While participatory sports in Australia are on the decline and many bowling clubs 
have merged or closed, the following 20 years have seen a significant growth in the 
Club’s finances notwithstanding a global financial crisis, 2 waves of pandemic and 
also consolidation of membership at the 200 mark. The sale of the premises to 
Mosman Council was completed in 2013, and dedicated members have resolved 
the leasing arrangements with Mosman Council, initiated and overseen numerous 
phases of clubhouse improvements, and all members have participated in 
enjoyable social, and competitive bowls. The integration of what was once a 
gentlemen’s Club and also the exclusive women’s bowling Club has also been a 
success story in which the social side remains paramount. 
 

2021 saw the much awaited unification of NSW Men's and Women's  State Bowling 
Associations into BowlsNSW. 
 

This is the story of 20 further years of Friendly Games at Mosman Bowling Club. 



 

 

 

 
MBC HISTORY 



 

 

 

The loss of access to the school grounds via the side gate for parking and 
greenkeeper’s use and the collapse of the  Cypress trees in a storm created anxiety 
for the Club. But we have dealt with these issues. 

Overall harmonious strong membership, sound finances and management and 
comfortable premises have combined to facilitate happy and enjoyable bowling. 

The lifeblood of any Club is membership. A Club needs to offer companionship, 
playing opportunities, and satisfaction. There is always an attrition rate in any 
organisation, and that needs to be supplemented…..the old principals of acquisition 
and retention are paramount (vide PP Ian Renton) . 

The Board has always worked strenuously to maintain, and hopefully increase 
membership. More recently, dedicated Membership Directors have applied 
themselves to this task. 

To these ends numerous Open Days were conducted, preceded by distribution of 
thousands of leaflets. There was a presence at Mosman Markets for some years and 
the Club became an active member of Mosman Chamber of Commerce. Numerous 
Corporate and Business Bowls days were conducted, and public signage at the Club 
upgraded. But the most effective recruitment avenue proved, until recently,  to be 
the Mosman Community College, and always, word of mouth. 

By virtue of the Club’s volunteer selection process and the mixed social playing 
structure, a relaxed and enjoyable atmosphere permeates the membership, 
especially during afternoon tea and post-games socialising. That is not to say that 
tension does not arise during a close game! 

The monthly Newsletter also binds members together, having undergone various 
transformations over the years, and now being circulated by email and on the Club 
website. Comprising news updates, jokes, coaching hints and members’ 
biographies, each edition is eagerly awaited. Ari Schepis, Harry Evans, Mary Berry, 
Rhian ter Laak and Stephen Lewis have expended hundreds of hours over the years 
in collating and editing this vital connection. 

Bowling is the core of the Club. Mosman members play integrated bowls and 
generally prefer their social activities to incorporate the bowling. The clubhouse is 
open for bowling and is usually devoid of members by 6pm!  

A vital ingredient in recruitment and retention of members is coaching….a guiding 
hand in promoting bowling competence and satisfaction. At the turn of the century 
the Club had 3 certified coaches—now there are a dozen. This is a good indication of 
the desire of members to help and guide others. 



 

 

 Members participate regularly in social bowls, Club championships, Club and 
external tournaments, Pennants, Mid-week Triples, and have had their share of 
successes. At an earlier stage members enjoyed numerous Club team Challenges 
between the Queenslanders and the Others, the ewes and the rams with 
appropriate prizes for the winning team and disappointment for the losers.…. 

For 92 years the Club rotated visits with Goulburn B.C playing for the Adams Bowl.  
Regrettably Goulburn Bowling Club closed down in 2006 and so the annual 
competition ceased. However the spirit remained amongst many of the players and 
a unique return tournament was conducted at Mosman to celebrate the Centenary. 

More recently members have participated in bowling tours to Singapore, Hong 
Kong, New Zealand (twice) Perth and Port Macquarie. Covid curtailed the 2020 visit 
to Queensland and the proposed visit to Tasmania in 2021. 

In 2016 Club member Peter McAdam initiated the Centenarian Clubs competition 
for Sydney Bowling clubs 100 years or more. 

In 2002, the Club accounts disclose funds totalling $2,345,196 and although it still 
owned the premises, it had entered a contract (in 1998) to sell the Club to Mosman 
Council and to be paid  by way of instalments over 15 years (to expire in 2013) with 
a lease back yet to be finalised. The balance due to the Club was included in the 
above figure. 

 This arrangement was to provide financial security to the Club, an important green 
space in the heart of the Mosman community, and an activity and social centre for 
residents. 

The Council proposed a child care centre at the Western end of the premises, and 
plans were prepared for substantial reorganisation of the clubhouse. 

The receipt of a regular instalment from the Council enabled an investment 
portfolio to be established and developed. 

Income flowed from members’ annual subscriptions, green fees and bar takings, 
supplemented by income from investments. Expenses remained predominantly 
greenkeeping fees, office and staff wages, insurances and general maintenance. 

Professional financial advisers were engaged to guide the Board on its financial 
investments.  

The 2007/8  Global Financial Crisis threatened to disrupt the security which had 
been provided by the investments, however with sound advice and adroit decision 
making, the fund survived to continue generating a substantial annual subsidy for 
members, and to grow the capital to $3.7 million as at end June 2021. 

Corporate functions also were promoted throughout the period, generating 
welcome income for the Club. 

 

 



 

 

 

CHALLENGES 
The last 20 years may have appeared to members to have been a smooth road of 
success, but there have been several crises faced by the Club during this period. 
 

From time to time the participation rate of the membership has been below the 
desirable level. The more members actually playing, the greater their enjoyment of 
belonging. Members using the greens also generate more revenue for their Club. 
Constant efforts to encourage players onto the greens have been made in recruiting 
and retaining members, coaching, and activities. Like all clubs and voluntary 
organisations, our Club has a significant membership churn, losing approximately 
10% of members annually. Constant recruitment of new members who then 
encourage others to join and participate is the heart of the Club. The Club is not just 
the premises, nor the history, but the members. 
 

The Club seeks every opportunity to promote its appealing environment and social 
interaction. Membership recruitment, participation and retention is a consequence 
of an appealing environment, comfortable mentoring, coaching, companionship and 
playing conditions. 
 

Good numbers of Pennant players have been maintained over the years. Whilst the 
Men's grades have been modest, with a number of excellent players amongst them, 
the Women's teams have been very successful. Some younger players have 
succeeded and then moved on to more senior grades. The Club does not have a 
player payments policy, and retention of our younger players can only be achieved 
by conviviality, coaching and opportunities. 
 

As part of the sale agreement to Council in 1998, Council proposed a childcare 
centre to the west of the Clubhouse. Extensive plans and proposals were prepared 
for the reconfiguration of the Clubhouse. Years passed, and in the interim the Club’s 
desire to install rainwater tanks in that area for greens irrigation were thwarted by 
Council’s proposal, with watering of the greens remaining inhibited. After lengthy 
consideration Council advised that it would not proceed with the childcare centre. 
The Club has subsequently installed the tanks and an efficient irrigation system to 
provide reliable watering as and when necessary, and especially during water 
restrictions.  
  
In 2007/8 the Global Financial Crisis hit. 
As the Club was financially dependant on regular attendances and  income from the 
investment portfolio, such an event was of great concern to the Club Board.  Jeff 
Hole, with the astute advice of the Club investment advisers, steered our 
investment portfolio through safely and soundly. 
 



 

 

 

CHALLENGES 
 

Trespassers have caused problems from time to time, causing damage by walking 
across the greens and presenting security risks to buildings and property.   Indeed 
during the 1990’s the greens were subjected to serious nocturnal damage which 
took our greenkeepers a long time to repair.  A considerable number of pedestrians 
were transiting from Belmont Road to Gouldsbury St through the Church 
passageway and the Primary school grounds, with a small number through the Club 
grounds. In 2018 the Primary School erected a perimeter fence around the school 
and the church closed their gates to outsiders.  So the Club now relies on signs 
indicating no passageway and a combination lock on the Gouldsbury St gate. 
 

From time immemorial there was a wide gate in the common fence between the 
Club and the school. For some time the Club members and visitors were privileged 
to have the co-operation of the school in permitting parking on their grounds on 
Saturdays, and during school holidays. Additionally, the greenkeepers were able to 
use this access to load and unload their vehicles. The fencing proposal brought the 
elimination of that gate. The Club obtained legal advice, enlisted support from 
Council and the local Member of Parliament, all to no avail. So we are left with 
inadequate parking, and a small vehicular access adjacent to the Church. 
 

In the summer of 2019/20 some coaching and games were curtailed due to heavy 
smoke from bushfires in and around Sydney 

 

Then in March 2020, the World Health Organisation declared Coronavirus/Covid19 
a pandemic and all bowling clubs were locked down for 8 weeks. Attending to 
financial matters, employment issues, government subsidies and ultimately the 
conditions for return to the greens occupied much effort.  But after recovery, 
bowling activities recommenced on 26 June 2021. 
 

Post lockdown has proven difficult with vaccination requirements, QR codes, masks, 
etc, but the membership has responded enthusiastically, mostly from a desire for 
fresh air, sunshine and good company. 
 

We have been fortunate in having good sponsors, informed Board members, willing 
volunteers and dedicated staff. These ingredients are what make the ethos of the 
Club, and prompt many of our visitors to say “I always love coming to your Club!” 



 

 

 

  

The social side of the Club was not exclusively on the greens. The Women's Club 
and the social committee planned regular annual and special events, such as 
Australia Day, Anzac Day, Melbourne Cup and the Christmas/Presentations 
function. Catering was provided mostly by Norma Field and Brenda Lowe, and 
later by Fran Luna, Jennifer Lindsay, Yasmin ter Laak and Robyn Hamilton. 
Members of the Women's Club volunteered and contributed on many occasions. 
 

Bev Evans (Officer for Good Times) regularly arranged popular excursions and 
theatre parties.  
 

The clubhouse was in need of refurbishment, maintenance, and repair at the time 
of sale to the Council. Quite extensive improvements were made under the 
guidance of Brian Spear as Head of House, including painting and new furnishings. 
Snowy was engaged to replace and make new lockers for both men and women. 
By careful attention to detail and adroit negotiations, the specific responsibilities 
of the Club and Council were defined in the Lease finalised in 2013. Since then the 
Club has refurbished the unisex bathroom, the bar, the ladies powder room, the 
clubhouse itself, the upstairs room, the Honour Boards and to a lesser extent, the 
office and the Bowls Office. Further improvements are being planned.  Efforts 
were made to retain Club traditions whilst moving with the times. 



 

 

 

2002 
 

The Centenary Year was celebrated with John Grigg as President, Ken Hebblewhite 
as Patron and Phyllis Jones as Women's President.  

On Friday 8 March 2002, over 100 members, guests and dignitaries enjoyed the 
Centenary Dinner in the Clubhouse 

The preceding few years had re-established the Club both financially and in terms of 
membership numbers. 

As the result of an ongoing membership drive during the year, 150 prospective 
members were coached by the few Club coaches available, and 70 of those joined 
the Club. Open Days brought in 42 new members and membership climbed to 246. 

Mary Berry commenced as office administrator and adapted to the new 
computerised accounting system.  Ari Schepis, as editor, adopted a new format for 
the Newsletter which he filled with interesting articles and entertainment. 

A number of the new members became actively involved in the administration of 
the Club and activities. 

The year was very active socially, and the Club history was published. It outlined the 
“Story of the Club’s survival” during the previous century and “our continuing 
struggle to succeed”. In the latter part of the year Ian Renton was elected as 
President and Brian Spear as Secretary. Ailsa Maccallum was responsible for 
membership. At the AGM a Finance and Future committee was appointed to 
manage the new inflow of funds from the Council regarding their purchase of the 
premises. Unfortunately in that year John Douglass, who provided the inspiration 
for the agreement with Council, passed away. 

The annual visit with Goulburn Bowling Club attracted 42 of our players to Goulburn 
and 40 players for their return visit. 

Greens usage during the year recorded 3987 player/games. However, umpires and 
coaches were sorely needed. Club uniforms were all white and the Women’s 
President regularly checked the length of uniform hems! There were virtually no 
coloured bowls….all black. 

The net assets of the Club were $2,345,200! 

 

 



 

 

 

Pam Sheldon, Gerry Lockyer, Lyn Adam 

John Grigg, Ian Renton, Harry Snell 

John Grigg, Phyllis Jones 

Mid-week Metropolitan 
B/R   I Fielden, J Grigg, G Lockyer, B Ironside, F Craig, F Carulli 

F/R  S Denham, E Hatch 

The original clock 



 

 

 

2003 
 

Ian Renton and Phyllis Jones were  respective Club Presidents. The Club conducted 
2 Open Days and 6 Corporate Days encouraged by release of the movie 
“Crackerjack”, and involving over 300 players. From the influx of new members, 
more willingly volunteered for Club tasks. Amongst them were Brian Spear, Andrew 
Woodmansey, Angie and Peter Boulton, De Brown and Margaret Gillies. 

The last of the Goulburn Tournaments was played and won by Mosman. This 
concluded 92 years of friendly competition between the two Clubs due to the 
closure of Goulburn. Since then the “Adams Bowl” has resided with Mosman and is 
displayed in our Trophy Cabinet.  

Brian Spear arranged a number of very popular social activities. The new  Finance 
and the Future Committee was engaged in deliberations. The Clubhouse had 
become rather tired during the years of financial stress and under Brian’s direction, 
the Club embarked upon an extensive refurbishment, including repairs, painting 
and new tables and chairs. 

Although there were 200 members, only 50 were regularly playing each week. 
Numerous members were practicing and rolling up, but not playing on social 
afternoons. Green fees were increased to $8.00. 

39 people received coaching and the Club boasted 10 membership committee 
members. A proposal for an attendance and point scoring competition was tried. 
Andrew Woodmansey was conducting a Junior Bowls clinic for local youngsters. 

An application for gaming licences was granted but there was lacklustre interest in 
installing the machines. Ken Hebblewhite retired as Secretary and was succeeded 
by Tony Ball. 

The new Club shirt was designed which integrated the Club colours and emblem, to 
be ready for the new 2004 Pennants season. 

A survey of members disclosed minimal interest in establishing a new Club to Club 
relationship similar to Goulburn. 

Mosman Council recognised  the Club’s 101 years of sporting service to the 
community.  

The ramp to the verandah was initiated, and the grandfather clock was got ticking 
again. 

 



 

 

 

Women’s Presidents’ Day 

Lyn Adam receiving merit pin from State President 

George Lockyer with 
uniforms in background 



 

 

 

2004 

Ian Renton was President, and Lois Hudson was elected Women’s President mid- 
year. 

The Board was conscious that the resources of the Club were substantial were 
needed to produce a generous income to be preserved and grown for members for 
the future. So they appointed Peter Nixon as financial adviser. Under his guidance a 
new investment portfolio was established. Since then this has generated about half 
of the operating income of the Club, and at the same time the principal has almost 
doubled. As part of the refurbishment, Snowy Kable was engaged to make some 
200 lockers to replace the old rusty metal lockers, many of which had fallen into 
disrepair. 

In February, members were proud to wear the new uniforms. The 6’s and 7’s 
Pennants teams, both coached by Alex Macpherson, were both premiers. Ongoing 
membership recruitment continued, and the Juniors remained interested at this 
time. Membership fees were increased to $110 per annum. Sunday afternoon 
bowls were introduced to appeal to younger people and families who may not be 
able to play on other days. These were run by Ailsa and David Maccallum along with 
Snowy Kable and attracted some 50 regular participants. 

9 corporate and private bowls days were conducted with over 300 attendees. 

Jeff Hole and De Brown were elected to the Board. A website was established. The 
Council carried out some maintenance works to the Clubhouse, and the Board was 
investigating floodlights for the warmer months. Michael Cleaver  won the Minor 
and Major Singles titles and Zone 9 Rookie of the Year. 

Although social events, including some prawn nights introduced during 2003 were 
very popular, but participation this year dwindled, and several were cancelled due 
to lack of interest. Andrew Woodmansey organised a Quiz night.  

Alex Macpherson was made a Life Member. 25 new members including 3 juniors 
joined during the year. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Michael Cleaver delivering Philip ‘Snowy’ Kable delivering 



 

 

 

2005 

Whilst Ian Renton remained President and Ailsa Maccallum was elected Women’s 
President mid- year. 

A membership campaign titled “Bowls Blood Donors “was mounted. Ari Schepis 
stood down as the newsletter editor and Harry Evans took over.  Harry featured 
travel stories, jokes, Policeman’s Lot, Around the Horn, Orient Express and other 
special delights.  David Maccallum retired after 8 years as  Club Treasurer, having 
steered the Club finances through the sale negotiations to Council, and updated 
much of the Office procedures and equipment. Middle  Harbour school brought 24 
students for bowls lessons. 

19 foldaway tables were purchased. The Club adopted email and the Newsletter 
appeared in colour. 

82 players on the greens one Saturday in February, and 64 guests attended the 
Open Day with 40 members present. New computer and telecommunications 
equipment purchased for the office. 

Corporate days were  still popular, although interest in Club socials was dwindling. 

The Club approached Council unsuccessfully seeking installation of water tanks at 
the Western end of the Clubhouse. Air conditioning was being considered. Snowy 
completed the lockers 

The Founding Fathers portrait was restored and hung under the stairs. 

The September Newsletter carried an interesting biography of P.P. Alex 
Macpherson. 

 



 

 

 

Gerry Lockyer, Pam Sheldon, Ailsa Maccallum 

Past President, Alex Macpherson 



 

 

 

2006 
 

Improvements to Club infrastructure and social activities continued through 2006. 
Snowy made new Women’s Honour Boards, and prawn nights and corporate days 
abounded. 

Traveller’s tales appeared regularly in the Newsletter, but as membership declined 
slightly, subscriptions increased to $160p.a. 

The February Open Day attracted 56 people as a result of promotion at Bridgepoint. 
In March the Club proceeded with 4 poker machine licences. The air conditioning 
system, which has proven to be most effective, was installed. Recommendations 
were made to the Board for improvements to the ladies powder room and for 
a  disabled toilet facility. 

The Council rejected the application to install water tanks at the Western end of the 
Clubhouse on the grounds that their proposal to construct a childcare centre in that 
location was still a possibility.  

The Grade 4 Men’s Pennant team won the Zone 9 Pennant and competed at 
Lismore in the NSW State finals. 

Ailsa continued as Women’s President, whilst John Rock was elected as Club 
President. 

Snowy Kable was awarded a merit badge in recognition of his contributions to the 
Club. 

The Jack and Jill Challenge was conducted amongst Club members, and a number of 
corporate days were conducted for visitors. 

Scott Denham and Snowy Kable 
reached the final of the Zone 9 
Champion of Champions but narrowly 
lost. Brian Spear arranged the 
Founding Fathers display. 

At the end of the year the Club’s new 
website was established. 

 

 

Members on the bus to Lismore 



 

 

 

Scott Denham, Harry Evans, Peter Boulton, Peter Atrtrill, Snowy Kable, Sam Owen, Bruce Atkins, Brian Spear, Ken Hignett 



 

 

 

2007 

 
Snowy completed the lockers in both locker rooms, as well as the shelving and 
noticeboards in the Women’s locker room. The Open Day attracted 53 attendees of 
whom 35 wanted coaching. 

Brian, Snowy and Scott installed the audio visual system. 

Bowls NSW reported that further attempts to unify with the Women’s Association 
had been unsuccessful. 

Harry Evans became Club Secretary. 

Instead of the Jack and Jill challenge we held the Rams and Ewes tournament. The 
President and Treasurer presented a detailed financial commentary at the AGM and 
explained that bowlers were now contributing just 30% of operating expenses due 
to the good returns on the Club investments. 

The Club had 213 members, with new members joining regularly. However the 
President highlighted that “we need to get them playing their first game after 
coaching”….in other words get them actively playing socially. 

In his Annual Report the President reflected the views of Club members …” It is 
wonderful we have our little piece of classical bowling Club paradise, with a grand 
heritage clubhouse, magnificent greens and gardens, freshly cooked scones and no 
poker machines". But also in that report Brian Spear and David Maccallum reported 
that although the income being received from the Club’s investments was sufficient 
to subsidise members green fees “If our investments fail in future to be so 
beneficial, would we then face a sudden and substantial increase in fees?” 

 



 

 

 

De Brown, Trish Tamaoki, Ailsa Maccallum, Julie Hayden Lyn Adam, Yvonne McDonald, Tosh Czinege 



 

 

  

2008 

 

President John Rock was joined during the year by new Women's President Julie 
Hayden. Long term Club Treasurer David Maccallum retired after 8 years . 

The settee was acquired for the Ladies Powder Room. 

The Mosman women formed a triumvirate with Ailsa, De Brown, and Angie Boulton 
elected to follow Isa Hutchinson on the District Committee. 

Players continued to rely on subsidies from the Club investments, enabling 
membership fees to be reduced to $100p.a., and the joining fee was abolished. 

Council declined our request to remove the Cyprus pines to the west of the 
clubhouse. Brian Spear and Diana Noel organised the replacement of clubhouse 
chairs which was approved at a special board meeting…..carpet yet to be approved. 

The Women's teams had a very successful year with several members selected to 
represent the District. 

Ari Schepis and volunteers organised the Mosman Carnival. 

There were often 70 players on the greens on a Saturday and 40 on a Wednesday, 
and indeed on a bitterly cold Wednesday, 36 players  attended and 9 women were 
playing away at District Triples.  

Intra-Club competition blossomed with the Jacks vs Jills and  Ewes vs rams 
Tournaments as well as the thong throwing  and Cooee competition. 

The Grade 3 team won the section but lost to Belrose in the final. 

A meeting of Club members was convened to consider overall Club refurbishment 
including the bar. 

Santa turned up to the Christmas luncheon. The Global Financial Crisis was starting 
to have an effect on income from the Club investments. 

 



 

 

 

2009 
 

During the year Jeff Hole joined Julie Hayden as Presidents. As investment income 
was declining due to the GFC, so was the value of the Club’s  investment portfolio. 
It was necessary to increase the bar and green fees to maintain Club services. 

9 new women members joined and total membership climbed to 219 

A joint National Trust and Club wine tasting function conducted as a membership 
promotion was well received. 

The Women's Pennant team competed in 1st grade for this and ensuing years. Team 
captain Julie Hayden  was very successful during the year. 

The President highlighted the heritage, greens and friendliness of the Club. He also 
praised the new Club jackets. 

Council advised the Club that the proposed child care centre was included in 
Councils Community Strategic Plan, and construction  would commence in 2010-

2012 

Refurbishment of the Clubhouse was completed, including new carpet and 
replacement of the bar chairs. Our Club patron Ken Hebblewhite passed away 
and  John Grigg was appointed Patron. 

Sunday bowls  was promoted successfully. The annual Club Carnival was officially 
named after Past President Alex Macpherson who founded the Carnival in 1982. 

The report from the President of the Women’s Club indicated that the women had 
a very successful bowling season, and that both the Club and MPWBC committees 
were working harmoniously. 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

2010 
 

Jeff and Julie were both continuing as Presidents. 

In January green fees were increased to $10.00 inclusive of afternoon teas.  

Ari (Harry) Schepis continued to successfully organise the Carnival once again. 

Open Days were expanded to monthly, and promoted at the Mosman markets. 
Thursday morning bowling was introduced. 

The defibrillator was purchased. Special  in-house Club tournaments were 
conducted  between teams entitled, Ewes vs Rams; Australia vs Rest of the World, 
etc. 

Womens’ 1st Grade  came 2nd, and  the 3rd Grade team won their respective District 
Pennants. During the year the women had many successes both at home and away. 

10 members undertook the zone 9 coaching course. 

Several enjoyable theatre parties were well attended. 

The Club gave strong support to other clubs events. Membership campaigning 
continued throughout the year with an overall increase of 17 members. 

Royal NSWBA advised us that they had suspended negotiations with NSWWBA. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

2011 

Jeff Hole continued as Club President and Angie Boulton the Women’s Club 
President.  

Membership annual subscription was $100.00 with green fees $7.00 plus $3.00 for 
scones 

In March, the Women’s Club received formal approval for their royal blue slacks, 
and their name was changed from Mosman Park WBC to Mosman Women's BC 

A new format was devised for the Newsletter. Harry Evans was elected President 
and Ailsa Maccallum was elected a Life Member of the Women’s Club. Scott 
Denham, Max Park and Ian Renton were elected Life Members of the Club. 

In September the Board appointed a sub-committee to negotiate the new lease 
with Council. Brian Spear was to lead this committee in negotiating the best deal 
possible with Council! 

Board member profiles appeared in the Newsletters.  Ailsa Maccallum, Cynthia 
Brew and Julie Hayden were serving on the District Committee. Julie Hayden, Judy 
Mitchell and Harry Evans became accredited coaches. 

The centenary of Club visitations with Goulburn B.C. was celebrated. 

On the green the Women again were very successful, and Peter Attrill played in the 
winning pairs, triples and fours teams. 

 



 

 

 

LIFE MEMBERS 

AILSA MACCALLUM 



 

 

 

2012 
 



 

 

 

Bev Evans, De Brown, Angie Boulton, Lyn Adam, Ann Barron 



 

 

 
 

2013 
 

Harry Evans and De Brown continued as respective Presidents. 

The lease with Council was finalised by Brian Spear and his committee… on very 
favourable terms for both parties. The lease was to commence on 1 /7/2013 when 
the sale was to be concluded and the final instalment received from Council. The 
lease is for 21 years at a nominal rental with a 5 year option to renew. Maintenance 
of the premises is shared, and strictly defined. 

The billiard table was refurbished. Green fees increased to $12.00.This year proved 
to be a successful bowling year in Pennants and other competitions. It was also 
successful for a syndicate of Club members with shares in the racehorse 
“Montaigne” which developed a reputation in Australia, and later had a stellar 
career in Hong Kong. 

Stephen Lewis proposed and organised a tour to Singapore for November 2014. 

Membership stood at 227,and although the participation rate was increasing, there 
were very few of the newer members still bowling. 

Again, almost half of the Club members were available to play Pennants. Results 
were very satisfying. 

The library was established in the former Ladies locker room. In July, after 45 years 
as Club caterer, Norma retired and was given a farewell in August. Fran Luna 
stepped into her shoes. 

Shortly afterwards, life member Harry Snell died. 

Graham Mitchell organised some further working bees around the clubhouse and 
grounds. 

The Women's Club engaged Corinne Crouch State coach to improve their 
performances. This appointment was to prove a great success. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Norma Field 



 

 

 

2014 

Ann Barron had been elected as Women’s President and also as the sole woman 
on the Club board. 

In March the primary school agreed to open their playground when children were 
absent, for members and visitors parking.  

Plans for refurbishment of the bar progressed with work to commence in July. 

The Women's 2nd Grade Pennant team won the State Championships and were 6th 
overall. 

Jennifer Lindsay commenced working in the kitchen. Peter McAdam initiated the 
Centenarian Clubs Tournament for Sydney bowling Clubs more than 100 years old.  

The new bar was installed with the minimum of fuss, costing approximately 
$108,000.  

16 members visited Singapore where cab fares were half those of Sydney. 
Matches at the Singapore Cricket Club and the Tanglin Club (where we played on a 
bowling green on the roof of the Club) were most enjoyable. 

Stephen Lewis was elected President and proposed a visit to Hong Kong, to be 
hosted by former Club member Chris Chiu.  Stephen took over the editing of the 
newsletter. 

Our ageing piano was to be replaced. Peter Handley and Graham Screen tendered 
a detailed membership report with recommendations  

John Rock and Peter McAdam won the 2014 GPS Old Boys championship for The 
Kings School. 

Bruce Atkins, who was  waging a long battle with cancer, donated 4 seats on the 
verandah. When thanked, he said “I love this Club”.  

Julie Hayden stood down from the Club board, and was made a life member of 
MWBC. 
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Denise Owen, Judy Moyes, Trish Tamaoki, Jeyam Sivaloganathan, Julie Hayden, Jenny Hole,  
Tosh Czinege, Ann Barron 



 

 

 



 

 

 

2016 
 

Stephen and Ann were continuing Presidents. 

At the beginning of the year, Mary Berry our Office Manager decided it was time 
to take a break after 17 years, and to move to the west of NSW. Rhian ter Laak, 
already experienced in working at Seaforth BC, was employed as her replacement. 
How fortunate were we! 

Peter McAdam published his book “Musings at Mosman” which he donated to the 
Club. 

The Board resolved to install stanchions on a trial basis. The Waterman Trophy, 
which had been missing for 50 years, was found by Killara BC and returned to us. 
Great rejoicing! 

We celebrated the centenary of the laying of the Club foundation stone. 

Another Q&A was conducted 

Council installed the glass railing on the verandah. The grant was approved and 
the Unisex bathroom was installed costing approximately $28,000. 

While the Council organised further verandah renovations and external painting, 
the Board was considering potential kitchen renovations. 

The excellent coaching from Corinne Crouch enabled the Women's 1st Grade 
pennant team to come 3rd in the WNSWBA State Carnival against 258 teams. They 
were selected to represent Metropolitan against Country against whom they were 
victorious. 

Jenny Hole was elected President of the Women's Club. Bronwyn Fitzpatrick was 
taken under Ailsa’s wing as her blind protégé. 

A further effort was made to promote Sunday bowls without much interest. 
However Saturdays were regularly attracting 80 bowlers and Wednesdays 60. 

In November 26 members toured the North Island of New Zealand playing 
invitation matches against Tauranga, where the greens were lightning fast, and 
also Rotorua and Remuera. 

John Rock and Peter McAdam again prevailed with the Kings School Old Boys. 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

  

2017 

Stephen and Jenny Presidents. 

We acquired 6 Teardrop flags for display at the front of the premises. A new 
reticulation system was installed to simplify watering of the greens. 

John Dale proposed a number of different bowls games to provide variety for 
members, which were trialled with success. 

A myriad of improvements were carried out by Graham Mitchell and Brin Kerwood, 
including a new clock for the front of the clubhouse 

The first of regular quarterly Jazz Sundays organised by Harry Evans proved popular. 

The proposed kitchen renovations involved complex and expensive council 
requirements, but limited renovations were approved to give the kitchen a facelift. 
We donated the historic gas oven to Council for their museum. 

The Club joined Mosman Chamber of Commerce. 

The flagpole was re-roped. The GPS competition transferred to Mosman BC. 

Zone and Club preparations commenced as a result of Bowls at Broadbeach in 2018 
as part of the Commonwealth Games 

The Women performed well at the State Carnival. 

The Board initiated a proposal for Unification of the  Women’s Club with the Club. 
Ultimately in 2018 this proposal was rejected by the NSW Women's Association. 

40 Club members travelled to Perth for invitation matches against Dalkeith, 
Mosman Park and  Manning Bowling Clubs. 

B and C grades succeed in mid week triples  

The first Business Bowls Challenge was finally conducted after having been rained 
out twice earlier in the year. The winner was McGrath Realty which directed 
winnings to Taronga Zoo. 

Julie Hayden was elected as President of the District committee. 

A board member was to meet with Council regarding repair or replacement of the 
clubhouse ceiling, and proposed works to the front heritage fence. 

 



 

 

 

S Denham, B Haran, J Dale, H Evans S Kable, J Rock, B Bodinnar, B Spear, B Haran, B Roelofsen,  
B Atkins, P Thomson, A Carpenter, S Lewis, K Sivaloganathan, B Kerwood, J Candy, G Lindsay 



 

 

 

2017  
Due to declining participation in Tuesday morning Ladies Bowls, they were 
terminated by the Women's Club with a recommendation that any members could 
play socially on Tuesday afternoon. 

At the AGM  3 new members were elected, namely Cathy Wilson, Barbara Anderson 
and Gay Suters. 

 

2018 

Stephen and Jenny continued as Presidents. Membership stood at 200 

The Pennants competition was delayed by Bowls NSW due to the Commonwealth 
Games programme in the Gold Coast early in the year. 

Our efforts to secure total unification of our two clubs was rejected by the 
Women's association after much effort and negotiations. 

Unfortunately we lost our active member Peter McAdam. 

Board proposing renovations to the Ladies Powder Room. The Council carried out 
rectification works to the front heritage fence with minimal disturbance to our 
activities. 

Long term members Jan Park and Mona Fielden retired from bowling and donated 
their bowls to the Club. Bronwyn Fitzpatrick was selected to represent NSW at the 
National Blind Bowls Championships. She was accompanied by her coach and 
mentor, Ailsa Maccallum. Funds for fares were donated by the members and 
matched by the Club. 

 

 

  

 



 

 

 

The Match Committee devised new rink numbers for trialling, approval and 
adoption. Wrong bias jar contributions for tripping on rink numbers dropped 
dramatically! 

The Board adopted a 5 year plan, to be reviewed annually. 

Harry Evans was the Singles Champion beating Snowy Kable. 

The Board called for a publicity officer from amongst members. The new  member 
mentoring programme was introduced. 

A Bowls Tour to Port Macquarie comprised games at Lake Cathie BC and Port City 
BC where we were hosted by past member Ron Davies and his colleagues. 

A contingent of members from Dalkeith/Nedlands Club in Perth reciprocated with a 
visit to our Club. 

Long term member Bruce Ironside died, leaving a legacy of Bowls Office techniques 
for others to follow. Brian Roelofsen contributed his time and skill to upgrading the 
IT systems for team selection, competitions and championships. 

Jenny Hole and Stephen Lewis negotiated a very attractive sponsorship 
arrangement with Mosman Travel and Crystal Cruises who will sponsor the Alex 
Macpherson Carnival in 2019. 

Female members were participating more in the bowls office and as Duty Officers. 
Green fees increased to $15 inclusive 

Cathy Wilson elected as President of the Women's Club and Paul Ward-Harvey 
elected as President of the Club, following 4 years of iron-fisted rule by Stephen.  

Board acceded to a request from Council to accommodate Council Seniors activities 
during Council renovations to the Seniors Centre. 

The Peter McAdam Volunteer of the year Award was established , to be presented 
at the annual Presentation Day in December each year. John Candy was the 
inaugural recipient. 

 

 

2018 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

2019 

Paul Ward-Harvey and Cathy Wilson were elected Presidents. 

We displayed 6 street banners for over 18 months. These generated considerable 
comment from visitors and passers by. 

In recognition of his dedicated 40 years service to the Club, the Church green was 
named the Scott Denham Green.  Carolyn Corrigan, Mosman Mayor attended. 

The Ladies Powder Room renovations were completed, and the chaise longue was 
retained. The Board initiated plans for the Clubhouse refurbishment and engaged 
interior designers. 

We received notification from the Education Department of proposed fencing to 
eliminate the come-and-go gate between the school and the Club. Recent 
difficulties had already been experienced regarding parking on school premises and 
access for the greenkeepers.  Extensive negotiations, legal advice, support from 
Council, and intervention by our local Parliamentarian were unsuccessful. The only 
access to the Club now is via the rear pathway, the front gate or the gate next to 
the church.  

The Club accommodated the Senior Citizen’s activities for 6 months. Julie Hayden 
volunteered as chief coach. 

Fran Luna left after 10 years with the Club and Jennifer Lindsay, who had been 
Fran’s assistant, assumed the role in the kitchen. 

The Mosman women won the 2019 North of the Harbour Competition 

In October we received  an unexpected advice from Bowls NSW that for the ensuing 
year Pennant competitions would be Open Gender. 

The Board acknowledged that a history be prepared to update from 2002 to 2022. 
The first Annual Report to include photographs was published. 

40 members travelled to New Zealand to play invitation matches against Lyall Bay 
(Wellington), Palmerston North and Napier. Wellington was wet, Palmerston North 
was fast, and Napier was windy. A good time was had by all….especially our bus 
driver! 

Ian Fielden was our Volunteer of the Year. Ailsa Maccallum was nominated for both 
Mosman Council and Bowls NSW Volunteer of the Year.  

Over 20 members have successfully undertaken the Responsible Service of Alcohol 
course, providing us with ample staffing support behind the bar. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

2020 

Paul Ward-Harvey and Cathy Wilson continued as Presidents. 

The year began with heatwaves, horrendous bushfires, and air pollution throughout 
the east coast of Australia. Smoke haze impeded coaching and caused some 
cancellations of play. 

Planning proceeded for the Queensland cruise scheduled for November, and Lake 
Conjola BC, badly affected by the fires, was happy to accommodate a visit by our 
members. 

Clubhouse renovations commenced in February, and the Honour Boards and wall 
hangings were moved upstairs. Although the Clubhouse was closed, the bar and the 
verandah were utilised. 

Ailsa was a finalist in the Bowls NSW Volunteer of the Year. 

The row of cypress trees at the western end of the premises were severely 
damaged by a storm, and although the Council had declined many years before, 
they quickly removed them due to safety concerns. 

Advice was received from Bowls NSW that merger negotiations with Women's 
Bowls had failed, and that a mediator had been appointed. Open Pennants 
commenced with mixed teams.  

92 players were on the greens in early March, and on the 18th March the 
Coronavirus lockdown was imposed. The Board immediately confirmed staff to be 
retained and financial modelling conducted to reassure the financial status of the 
Club. Jobkeeper was introduced and benefits were available to staff members….and 
Yasmin could polish the trophies. Meanwhile the refurbishment was completed, 
although Honour Boards were yet to be restored 

The July Carnival, Lake Conjola and Queensland trips had to be cancelled due to 
Covid 19. 

In June bowling clubs were permitted a tentative resumption with limited numbers 
on rinks, and over some months we were able to resume normal play. The special 
Phoenix Greenhorn Tournament was initiated, for the newer members. We 
received further notification of unification attempts by the Associations. 

New member Peter Watson (transfer from Bowral BC) donated a magnificent Grand 
Piano to the Club. 

 



 

 

 

2020 
 

Pennants and all competitions were discontinued for the rest of 2020, however our 
Club was open and social bowling in the second half of the year was very popular. 
Scott Denham restructured the championship and competition programmes to 
ensure completion. 

Initial steps were taken to refurbish the upstairs room as a museum and meeting 
room and potential library. The Club developed a registered Covid Plan, and kept it 
updated as required. Throughout the year Covid precautions were taken. Signage, 
QR Code checks, Covid marshals, social distancing, separated entry and exit…all 
complied with the different world. 

Regrettably Ian Fielden and Ron Davies passed away. 

Mosman Council contributed $33,000 towards the clubhouse refurbishment. 

Throughout the year the Board met monthly, and the Newsletter issued regularly. 

The Bowls office attempted to introduce power play into some matches, in order to 
provide members with more experience in short ends particularly. 

A formal presentation of “5 Principles of Shed Science” was donated to Scott 
Denham in recognition of his shed management. 

5 members received their coaching certificates after undertaking the Bowls 
Australia coaching course conducted at our Club. 

Mosman won the annual Mayoral Trophy with both men and women playing 
together for the first time. Warringah could not field a womens team. 

With the Clubhouse refurbishment, incorporating the inspired Trophy Cabinet 
completed, Stephen Lewis successfully promoted and arranged numerous 
corporate and social functions which raised some $10,000… a necessary boost to 
our depleted income for the year. 

Loyce Davis was awarded the Peter McAdam Volunteer of the year award. 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

2021  
 

Paul and Cathy were each in their last year of Presidency. 

Scott and Rhian issued the Club Programme and Diary  notwithstanding difficulties. 

Covid lockdown of Northern beaches led to more strict rules. 

QR Code was made mandatory. Many members struggled with the QR code, but the 
adjacent personal computer and adviser at the door assisted. 

As no one wanted our billiard table it was disposed of. Another Q&A provided Club 
members and the board the opportunity to raise issues of concern. 

Green fees were raised to $15.00. 

Robyn Hamilton commenced as our new in-house caterer. 

Bruce Atkins passed away after a long battle with cancer. 

Sponsorship from Daughterly Care was warmly received and to be allocated for 
prizes at the 2021 Alex Macpherson Carnival to be played in July. 

Open Pennants was commenced and played out. 

Our Under 5’s team of newer members was victorious at the inaugural District 
tournament. 

Unification Roadshows suddenly arose from the 2 state associations. 

Discussion arose regarding our Club uniforms as a result of impending unification. 
However, there was no urgency in this regard. 

In May, our Club along with all others in NSW voted for Unification of the Men's and 
Women's Bowls Associations. 

Bronwyn Fitzpatrick played in the National Australian Blind Bowlers Championships. 

The Waterman Trophy proved a great success, won by Seaforth BC over North 
Sydney BC. 

Credit card usage in the clubhouse was increasing, especially with early payments of 
green fees prior to play. Bar settings of tables and chairs were installed on the 
verandah. 

Numerous corporate functions took place with essential involvement of Club 
volunteers, culminating in the Navy Day. A successful but freezing day. 

 



 

 

 

2021  
 

Robyn Novakovic, Coaching co-ordinator developed the coaching programme “Fix 
my Game”. 

On the 26th June, whilst members were enjoying bowls on a sunny wintry day, 
Sydney was locked down again, initially for 2 weeks, due to the Delta strain of 
Corona virus. 

All social, competition, championship, and Tournament play was subsequently 
cancelled until the lockdown was to be lifted. 

Again, the Board reviewed all aspects of Club management, and met regularly on 
Zoom. 

As the lockdown continued, the Board considered how to conduct the AGM due in 
September, and the question of mandated vaccinations. 

It was decided to conduct the AGM by email, and Club Secretary Barbara Anderson 
prepared the requisite documentation and processes. As a result, the current Board 
members were elected and Jenny Hole was elected as the first female President in 
the 120 year history of the Club. Caroline Duhigg had earlier been elected as 
Women's President. 

The Club adopted a mandatory requirement for all members and visitors on the 
premises to be doubly vaccinated. 

During the 4 month lockdown long term and active members, David Maccallum and 
George Lockyer passed away. 

Mario Valenti and helpers restored the upstairs room. On Stephen Lewis’s initiative, 
a scones delivery was made to every member, by member volunteers so as to 
maintain contact and hope. 

In the latter part of the year, members were able to return to the Club, although 
initially under strict health protocols. 

The bowls programme was totally disrupted. Bowls Secretary, Scott Denham spent 
many hours re-adjusting events. 



 

 

 

This supplement comprises contributions from past Presidents  and some members 
of the Club. Thanks especially to Julie Hayden, De Brown, Ailsa Maccallum, Bev 
Evans, Ann Barron, Geraldine Lockyer and Yvonne McDonald 

In 1974, the Club had admitted Women as members. This brought a strong 
response and the Mosman Park Women's Club was formed as an adjunct to 
Mosman Bowling Club. Subsequently in 1997 the Mosman Women's Bowling Club 
vacated their former premises and merged with the MPWBC. The Women's Club 
retained its funds and its self governance, due to the requirements of the NSW 
Women's Bowls Association. However the women were members of both MPWBC 
and MBC. The women played on Tuesdays. 

President Phyllis Jones and her Board continued the long illustrious 20th Century 
tradition of MPWBC into 2002, and rigidly enforced plain white uniforms and broad 
brimmed hats, inspected hemlines on bowls days, and resisted the introduction of 
the new offensive coloured bowls! But this was all soon to change. 

The massive membership drives during 2000/2002 resulted in a new wave of 
members, many of whom came from business and the professions, and who 
adopted a more pragmatic approach to their recreation. Lois Hudson was the new 
President in 2004 and introduced a congenial atmosphere to the Club, however the 
membership participation rate had rapidly declined. She was followed by Ailsa 
Maccallum who as a retired teacher, spent 3 years applying her skills in both Club 
and District, guiding the Club into new territory  working with a keen enthusiastic 
Committee. The uniform was changed to be similar, but not identical with the 
men’s. Hemlines didn’t matter anymore, and coloured bowls were proliferating. 

Female Club members were vitally involved in organising formal and informal social 
functions. They were serving on District committees and they were succeeding on 
the greens. Both the men and women were seeing themselves more as unified. 

In 2008, Ailsa was succeeded by Julie Hayden. With her Committee she applied 
her  great skills and determination. During her term, the Club decided to hand over 
its funds to the MBC. This was a significant step as the Club had been financially 
independent for a long period, and this involved a significant sum. However at this 
stage all members of the two clubs were developing a more unified approach to 
their memberships of the MBC. Julie remembers De Brown as her “secretary 
extraordinaire” during her term as president. During this period the Pennant 
coaching duties were shared between Gerry Lockyer, Ailsa Maccallum, John Grigg 
and Alex Macpherson. Upon stepping down from District Executive by our Isa 
Hutchinson,  Ailsa,  Angie and De effectively “took over “  the District Committee, as  

Mosman Women’s Bowling Club 

 



 

 

  

President, Secretary and Treasurer. This established a long line of Club members on 
the District Executive, including Julie Hayden, Denise Owen, Rosemary Dale and 
Loyce Davis. 

The Northside Weekend Triples, Mosman Park Master Pairs and inaugural 
Greenhorn Competition were all conducted with great success. 

Judy Masters, Wendy Herbert, Jackie Lennon, Cynthia Candy, Yvonne McDonald, 
Judy Moyes, Tosh Czinege and Betty-Anne Cleveland all featured with successes 
during these years. 

Julie also served on the MBC Board for a good number of years. 

Angie Boulton took the reins for 2 years in 2011 with a strong Board, ample 
representation on the District Executive, and many capable and experienced 
players. The intermingling of members continued and membership consolidated. 
The Greenhorn Competition, instigated by Gerry Lockyer in 2009, grew in numbers 
and popularity. Angie also served on the MBC Board. 



 

 

  



 

 

 



 

 

 

Corinne Crouche competing in Australian Championships 



 

 

 



 

 

 

Supplementary History 2002 to 2022 

 

YEAR BY YEAR 

FOREWORD 

In 2002, MBC celebrated its’ Centenary with Carnival Days, a Formal Ball and the 
publication of a hard back book entitled 100 Years Of Friendly Games. 

With the Covid-19 lockdown forcing us indoors during 2021, Paul Ward-Harvey, 
who was serving his final year as President of Mosman Bowling Club (MBC) 
proposed to mark those 20 subsequent Calendar years, with a summary noting 
many of the Personalities and Events which have occurred.  

Interspersed, to establish a timeline, are some Local, National and International 
news items. What has been documented is representative, but by no means 
comprehensive.  

Recognised are many who have joined in these 20 years and have significant 
service or status within the Club. They are first mentioned in the year in which 
they joined.  

Also acknowledged are Club Championship winners. Of course, many other 
members unrecognised herein have joined the Club, and not held positions, but 
themselves contribute to the Club by their regular appearances on the green. 

Paul enlisted the help of a good number of past and present members of both 
MBC and Mosman Park Women‘s Bowling Club (MPWBC,) too many to list here, 
and is indeed grateful for their assistance.   . 

 

2002 

A wave of fear swept a world shocked by the Bali bombings as terrorism moved 
closer to our shores.  

Calm remained at MBC with John Grigg in the final few months of his second three 
year term as President. John had joined in 1987 and was a highly regarded Coach. 

The Mosman community became aware that under the stewardship of newly 
minted President, Ian Renton, elected at the 2002 AGM, they were being 
inundated by a tsunami of publicity, marketing and personal recruitment for new 
members. 

Ian and his Membership Committee had an immediate impact in the increasing 
number of members by 11% over the previous year. 

 



 

 

 2002 (cont’d) 

Today's newer members may not realise that at that time, very few Bowling Clubs 
had regular mixed bowling, particularly on a Saturday! 

Kay Balnaves joined the Club. Richard had been a member since 2000. 

De Brown also joined this year and served several terms on the MBC and MPWBC 
Committees as well as being the MPWBC President in 2012/13. 

Jill Kehoe, another new recruit, soon established herself as a capable bowler and 
has served on several Committees as well as a Club selector in more recent times. 

Chris Chiu joined the Club and then the ranks of our accredited coaches. In 2014 
Chris returned to family in Hong Kong where he was to become Coach of the 
Macau Bowls team in Asian Games.  

Brian Spear moved to Australia and was taking in the Mosman air when he was 
invited in for a drink. A competitive sportsman in the UK, he soon adapted his skills 
to our game. Brian was soon appointed Head Of  House, elected to the Committee 
and has been the Club Treasurer, a Selector and was our liaison with Mosman 
Council when he negotiated the terms of our lease back in 2013. He is a Life 
Member. 

Andrew Woodmansey enjoyed several years at the Club and was instrumental in 
preparing Q and A's for Trivia Nights, before relocating interstate with work 
commitments. He rejoined in 2016. 

Ron Davies joined after being a frequent visitor to our shores having one son living 
in England and another in Australia. The popular Welshman used to spend six 
months of the year here, particularly when Ashes Tests were on, and then return 
home for the northern summer. 

Ron also proved to be a good entertainer with a string of jokes and songs at Club 
functions. Ron and his partner, Eva Layton moved to Port Macquarie in 2016. Eva 
predeceased Ron who returned to MBC shortly before his death in 2020. 

Club Champions were Toshi Czinege and Scott Denham. This was number 7 for 
Scott, his first title was in 1996. 

Minor Singles went to Margaret Gillies and Chris Kelly. 

 

2003 

Bob Carr was re-elected Premier of NSW... but just as importantly, Ian Renton was 
re-elected MBC President.   

Jim Kemp transferred to MBC having originally played at North Manly and despite  



 

 

 

 

2003 (cont’d) 

deteriorating health continued playing until he passed away in 2020. He was an ex-

serviceman and officiated at our Annual Anzac Day Ceremony for many years. 

John Rock joined was elected to the Committee in the same year and MBC 
President in 2005. John has also been Club Secretary, and organiser of our Annual 
Carnival. He is currently a Club Selector and is part of the Social Bowls selection 
team. The Club honoured him with Life Membership in 2015. 

Denis Cohen joined and was later to serve a couple of terms on the Committee. 

Michael Cleaver learned his craft here and became a fierce competitor in all forms 
of the game. He now plays elsewhere. 

Just 12 months after he joined, Brian Spear became the MBC Club Champion 
despite not having won the Minor Singles, which this year went to Andrew 
Woodmansey. 

Isa Hutchinson won the MPWBC Club Championship and Jackie Lennon was the 
Minor Singles winner. 

 

2004 

In Canberra, an old face, John Howard was re-elected PM for a fourth term, but 
many new faces were introduced to bowls at MBC and MPWBC. 

With MPWBC members playing on a Tuesday and Thursday, Wednesday play was 
almost all male with sometimes as few as 16 players and only one raffle prize! 

The lucky rink prize was a frozen chook. 

Fortunately our numbers continued to swell. After the Ladies Pennant season 
finished, a few who had been playing on a Saturday, began to join in on 
Wednesdays. 

Several ladies came to the Club, including Betty-Anne Cleveland and Yvonne 
McDonald, both of whom have played significant parts in Club activities, in elected 
positions and in Pennant teams.  

Betty-Anne pretty soon made herself known as a very reliable lead and has served 
on Committees, volunteered for various roles over the years and been a District 
Delegate. “BA” currently assists in the Bowls Office. 

Bev and Harry Evans attended an Open Day and proved themselves to be valuable 
assets. Bev was elected to the Women's Committee and twice served as a Vice 
President. She was involved in arranging a weekend Bowls Tour to Berry and also 
co-ordinated Theatre Parties to see many live shows. She ceased bowling in 2019 
for health reasons. 

 



 

 

 

2004 (Cont’d) 

Harry has held many positions in MBC – Newsletter Editor, Secretary, 
Committeeman, Head of House, Vice President and was elected President in 2011. 
He arranged Sunday Afternoon Jazz Music and Big Band Concerts and  volunteered 
help for many functions. He was honoured with Life Membership in 2021. 

Jeff Hole joined just a few months ahead of Jenny. They too have served on 
Committees and in other capacities for their respective genders.  

Jeff has been Treasurer, Committeeman, Vice President and President from 2007 to 
2010. Jeff was rewarded with Life Membership in 2019. 

Jenny Hole has been a Committee member and President of MWBC and in 2021 
created history by being elected the first Female MBC President. 

MPWBC Champion was Wendy Herbert while the Minor Singles went to Lyn Adam.  

Michael Cleaver had the unique distinction of winning both the MBC Minor Singles 
and Club Championship in the same year. 

Both Wendy and Michael have moved on to other Clubs. 

 

2005 

Morris Iemma was NSW Premier.  MBC stayed in the capable hands of Ian Renton 
with John Rock being elected at the AGM. 

The very likeable Bruce Atkins joined and soon became a valuable member of the 
Pennant teams. A cancer victim, he said that as he could not commit to tasks 
around the Club, he would to donate the timber seats installed on the verandah. 

Diana Noel and her good friend Wayne Johns came as a result of an Open Day. 
Both soon adapted to, and became skilled at the game. Each went on to capture 
Minor Singles titles. Diana currently assists in the Bowls Office. 

Paul Ward-Harvey, new to the Club this year, has served the Club in various roles - 
Secretary, Committeeman, Vice President and President. 

Julie Hayden tasted success in the Club Championship whilst Scott Denham added 
another to his tally. 

Jill Kehoe and Snowy Kable won the respective Minor Singles titles. 

 

2006 

The Commonwealth Games was held in Melbourne and a number of our members 
attended. The Gold Medal went to Kelvin Kerkow who was gracious enough to  



 

 

 

2006 (cont’d) 

grant  an interview and some bowls tips which were published in our Newsletter. 

Closer to home, the MBC Grade 4 Pennant Team won the Zone final and travelled 
to Lismore for the State Finals. A coach was arranged for players and supporters. 
Unfortunately, as is often the case, Country teams proved too strong.  

Loyce Davis came to the Club and soon became a capable bowler as well as a 
willing volunteer. Twice Club Champion, she also helps in the Bowls Office. She is 
currently Head of Match Committee and a Social Bowls selector. 

Cynthia and John Candy joined the ranks. Each made some significant contributions 
to Club activities. We lost Cynthia in 2012. John has since served on the Committee 
and as a Bowls Office volunteer, has been actively involved in members welfare 
matters and devotes an enormous amount of his free time to maintaining our 
gardens. 

Jan and Max Park returned to MBC which they had originally joined in 1986 but left 
10 years later. Both served the Club in voluntary capacities and following his 2012  
death, Jan donated the timber seats adjacent to the School Green appropriately 
named the “Park Benches,” coined by the inimitable Peter McAdam (more of him 
later.) 

Julie Hayden and Scott Denham made it back to back wins in the respective Club 
Championships.  

Trish Tamaoki won the Women's Minor Singles. Leo Vesey, who was only with us 
for a short time before moving away in his job, won the male equivalent. 

 

2007 

John Howard had by now become Australia's Second longest serving PM but was 
beaten in this year's Federal Election by Kevin Rudd. 

Drought affected much of the Country and there were fears that water restrictions 
may adversely affect our greens. Mosman Council rejected our request to install 
underground rainwater harvesting tanks as it would have impacted their proposals 
to turn part of the Club into a Child Care centre when they gained ownership. 

Ducted Air Conditioning was installed in the Club. Brian Spear, the then Head Of 
House, upgraded the chairs and tables replacing the stained and damaged 
furniture. 

Around this time, Brian also introduced the Lucky Rink Vouchers scheme as we 
now know it and expanded the rewards to Bowls Shirts and other equipment, 
Bottled Beer, Wine or Spirits, etc. Frozen chooks were frozen out! 

 



 

 

 2007 (cont’d) 

Sue Addison became  member and has served the Club in several roles as well as 
becoming a very good bowler with several successes. 

Peter Handley started his bowling this year and served on the Committee and has 
been  our Head of Umpires for many years. 

Ron Hassall was also a new member and became a reliable bowler as well as a 
volunteer for Social Bowls selection and the “go to man” whenever a BBQ cook is 
needed. 

George Lindsay, another newcomer to the ranks, has developed into a very steady 
bowler and features on several of our Honour Boards. He too assists in Social Bowls 
selection. 

Wendy Herbert and Judy Masters won the Major and Minor MPWBC Singles titles. 

The late Ken Hignett had the unusual honour of claiming both Minor and Major 
Singles in the same year. 

 

2008 

A landmark decision by the new Federal Government saw the First Female 
Governor General, Quentin Bryce appointed. 

Nathan Rees became NSW Premier. Jeff Hole was elected MBC President. 

Jacqui and Silvester Bajtala, and Edwina Legg joined. Each have subsequently 
played in Pennant teams. Edwina is a qualified Umpire and a willing volunteer in 
many areas, including Social Bowls selection. 

Ann Barron came to the Club and was soon to become part of many Committees 
before being elected MWBC President in 2013. Ann is in charge of the Tuesday 
Social Bowls selection roster.. 

Judy Moyes joined with her husband David, from Warringah BC. Judy wasted no 
time in making her mark on the Honour Boards as Club Champion in this year, and 
in the Ladies Pairs with Trish Tamaoki (who had been a member for 7 years.) Judy 
has continually been a member of the Pennant Teams since joining. 

De Brown won the MPWBC Minor Singles Championship. 

Scott Denham added to his impressive list of titles whilst Wayne Johns was the 
Minor Singles winner. 

Sam Owen became a member whilst apprentice Greenkeeper, and before long he 
mastered the game as well as gaining his Qualification, both of these under Scott's 
tutelage. Sam has since moved on to prepare Seaforth's greens, but is often sighted 
working locally for Mosman Council. 



 

 

 

2009 

Kristina Kenneally took over as NSW Premier. 

The Global Financial Crisis had a negative impact on the Club investments but 
strong arguments from our Financial Adviser swayed the Board to ride out the 
storm. Even though our returns diminished we traded on and curbed some 
envisaged Capital spending. Working bees saved the Club considerable outlay in 
the difficult times. 

Sue Buchanan joined and has served in various roles, including Committee and 
District Delegate. Another willing worker and currently helps in the Bowls Office. 

Judy and Graham Mitchell have made significant contributions. Judy holds a Club 
Coaching Certificate whilst Graham utilised his Architectural Qualifications in 
numerous improvements including modernising the Bar area. 

Peter McAdam may well have been the funniest member to have ever joined. He 
served 5 years on the Board, was instrumental in organising many Bowls events 
and tournaments, Sunday Fundays (mostly themed each time, each an 
extravaganza,) and introduced cartoons to our Newsletter. He passed away 2018 
but is remembered annually with the Peter McAdam Volunteer of the Year Award. 

MBC won the B Grade Zone 9 Midweek Challenge memorably played in 
significantly difficult conditions. A red dust storm had blown in overnight for 
Sydney to awaken to an eerie orange glow, with fine particles settling on homes, 
cars and Bowling Greens! 

Minor Singles winners were Bev Evans and Bruce Atkins. 

Julie Hayden and Brian Spear each added another Club Championship Trophy. 

 

2010 

Federally, musical chairs was being played as Julia Gillard took over as PM, the first 
female to achieve the role. 

Bruce Bodinnar came to us after learning the game at Warrawee. He has boosted 
the playing strength of our Pennant teams, became a Club Selector and is currently 
a Committeeman. 

Yvonne McDonald and Sam Owen won the Minor Singles titles. 

Judy Moyes and Scott Denham notched up another Major for themselves. 



 

 

 2011 

Barry O'Farrell won the NSW State Election. Harry Evans won the MBC Presidency. 

Barbara Anderson, a new member, soon became a volunteer, a part of our 
Committees as well as serving as Club Secretary. She also assists with Social bowls 
selection. 

Similarly, Gay Suters has added her skills to Committees, and helps in Social Bowls 
Selection, as well as providing a little daily emailed entertainment to many fellow 
members since the Covid-19 enforced lockdowns became part of our lives from 
2019. 

Pat and John Troy joined and have both made valuable contributions to the Club in 
many areas. 

Stephen Lewis quickly learned the game and became a valued Pennant player. His 
Management skills soon came to the fore and was not allowed to be lost. He has 
served the Club as Committeeman, Vice President and then President. He is still on 
the Committee and is the current Head Of House. 

Cathy Wilson another recruit this year, was soon to be a member of Committees 
before being elected MWBC President in 2018. 

Mosman Park Women's Bowling Club changed its' name to Mosman Women's 
Bowling Club. 

Judy Moyes and Ann Barron MWBC Major and Minor Singles winners respectively. 

Scott Denham won the MBC Club Championship once more and Derek Woodstone 
was the Minor Singles winner. 

 

2012 

Helen and Bill Haran, who originally joined as locals, relocated to the Sutherland 
Shire but remained MBC members. Each have tasted success individually and 
recently as Mixed Pairs Champions. 

Brin Kerwood has played in several finals series in MBC proving a difficult opponent 
and has also used his handyman skills to the Club's advantage. He is also part of the 
Bowls Office team. 

Denise Owen transferred from Gladesville and became a regular in Pennant teams. 

Judy Mitchell and Ron Davies won the Minor Singles Competitions. 

Julie Hayden, now playing at Bowral, and Derek Woodstone, now at Dee Why, won 
the respective Club Championships. 



 

 

 2013 

Kevin Rudd continued the PM's musical chairs only to be beaten at the Federal 
Election by Tony Abbott (who was a member of MBC for several years up to 2002, 
but it is unclear whether he ever played a game.) 

Mosman Council paid the final instalment of its' 15 year conditional purchase of 
MBC, meaning that the Club became its' tenant under conditions skilfully 
negotiated by Brian Spear. 

Gwen Gleichman has been part of MWBC Committees and is now MWBC 
Secretary.  

Malcolm Munday had played at Seaforth BC before moving to Mosman. He has 
been active in MBC but is also a Director of The Mosman Club. 

Robyn and Richard O’Brien have both played roles in the Club since joining. Richard 
as Secretary, Committeeman and currently Treasurer. They are the reigning Mixed 
Pairs Champions. 

Peter Smith, a self described “Ten Pound Pom,” has taken on the mantle of Twilight 
Bowls arranger and been part of MBC Committees. He too is another who assists in 
the Social Bowls selection. 

Glenda and John Weerden are another couple who have each given personal time 
for the benefit of the general membership. Glenda is part of our Social Bowls team 
selection and has held numerous MWBC positions. 

Norma Field, who started as a kitchen hand in 1969 was admitted as a Life Member 
for long and meritorious service, a well deserved honour, despite having never 
played bowls. The Afternoon Tea bell was engraved in her honour. 

Bar renovations were undertaken to enhance this amenity, which had by now 
acquired a distinctly dated look. 

Sue Addison and Peter McAdam won Minor Singles titles. 

Judy Moyes and Sam Owen were successful in Club Championships. 

 

2014 

Mike Baird was elected NSW Premier. Stephen Lewis was elected MBC President. 

John Dale joined and Rosemary came from Neutral Bay in 2016. John is very active 
in the Coaching ranks. 

George Fotis had not played bowls in his native Greece but was introduced to the 
game by his uncle, Ari Schepis, our current longest serving member who had joined 
in 1988. George has proven to be a capable bowler. 

 

 



 

 

 
Jeyam and Kandiah Sivaloganathan (let's just call him Siva) came to us after being 
highly regarded members of the now defunct Gordon BC. Both soon became 
regular fixtures in the respective Women’s and Men’s Pennant teams. 

Maggie and Ken Smith, were ex-pats who worked in Singapore and retained their 
membership of the prestigious Tanglin Club on return to Australia. It was suggested 
that we arrange a trip and 16 bowlers travelled there, led by Vice President 
Stephen Lewis, to play at both the Tanglin Club and at the Singapore Cricket Club.  

This became the first of what has become an annual end-of-season event in the 
MBC calendar with International, Inter- and Intrastate Club visits. 

Following significant private donations, modern timber seating as stated above, 
was installed on the Verandah and on the Northern side of the School Green.  

Judy Moyes and Scott Denham won the respective Club Championships. 

Cathy Wilson and Jeff Hole won the Minor Singles Competitions  

 

2015 

Newcomers included Pam and Alan Carpenter, (ex Neutral Bay) and Mark Lange (ex 
Sawtell) have all subsequently been part of our Pennant teams and regular 
volunteers within the Club. Each has been part of our Bowls Office selection team. 

As a result of the Singapore trip, MBC was invited to an International Mixed Triples 
Tournament by the Tanglin Club which was celebrating its 150th Birthday. Forty 
teams from 7 nations competed.  

Bev and Harry Evans, were forced to miss the 2014 trip due to illness, so Stephen 
Lewis, the then President, asked them to accompany Maggie and Ken Smith to 
represent MBC. Mosman acquitted itself well by winning 5 of the 9 matches. 

MBC also travelled to Hong Kong where a party of 24 were hosted by former MBC 
Member Chris Chiu, now residing in HK and a member of Kowloon Bowling Green 
Club, who arranged social matches at KBGC and the United Services Club. 

Sue Addison and Scott Denham were successful in the Club Championships. 

Jeannie Crease and Harry Evans took out the Minor Singles Titles. 

 

2016 

Malcolm Turnbull became the PM. Stephen Lewis was returned as MBC President. 

Bronwyn Fitzpatrick joined her father Brian who had been a member since 1999 
and became our first representative sight impaired bowler. Under the guidance of  



 

 

 Ailsa Maccallum, she has since represented NSW at the State Blind Bowlers 
Competitions. 

Brian Roelofsen transferred into MBC and has assisted setting up computer 
programs to do the draw for each of our Championship and Competition Matches 
and the display of scores for our Annual Carnival. 

Denise Owen and Scott Denham won the Club Championships. 

Diana Noel and Peter Smith won the Minor Singles. 

A 40 strong MBC party travelled to NZ for this year's trip away, playing at Tauranga, 
Rotorua and in Auckland. A coach ferried us to sightseeing venues on alternate 
days. 

 

2017 

Gladys Berejiklian took over as NSW Premier. 

Lynn Anderson was a valuable acquisition who has volunteered for many roles 
within the Club. 

Rodger Austin and Caroline Duhigg joined Mosman with Caroline accepting a 
number of responsibilities culminating in election to the current MBC Committee in 
addition to being MWBC President. 

Peter Baume, a National Umpire came to us from Killara. 

Robin Bower, a local business identity and Pat Purcell, from the Mosman Chamber 
of Commerce, became members and have taken on responsibilities. 

Robyn Novakovic had had coaching experience in other Sports gained her Coaching  
accreditation and is our current Coaching Co-ordinator as well as being on the MBC 
Committee. 

Perth was the destination for the MBC end of year Trip. Forty of us, plus 4 partners, 
were hosted by three clubs, Dalkeith Nedlands, (where former MBC members Jan 
and David Steinberg play) Mossman Park (whose President was in Sydney earlier in 
the year) and Melville (one of our Singapore opponents)  for a week of Bowls.  

Club Championship Titles went to Denise Owen and Brian Spear 

Betty-Anne Cleveland and Brian Roelofsen enjoyed success in the Minor Singles. 

 

2018 

The Presidency was taken by Paul Ward-Harvey. 



 

 

 2018 (cont’d) 

The Club welcomed many new members. Among them, Julie and Istvan Toth came 
to us from Lane Cove. Istvan is part of the Social Bowls organisers and has recently 
developed a program to enable members to enter for Social Matches “on line.” 

Harry Trueman immediately became active in Club responsibilities. 

Mosman Councillor, Simon Menzies, joined MBC. 

Our former member, Ron Davies was instrumental in arranging for matches at Lake 
Cathie and Port City BC as part of the MBC away trip for 50 tourists. 

Loyce Davis and Helen Haran won the Major and Minor Singles Titles respectively. 

Harry Evans won the Club Championship.  

To make it a family affair, his son-in-law Michael Russell won the Minor Singles. 

 

2019 

Scott Morrison became the 30th PM of Australia. 

During December, Bushfires raged nationwide in a particularly devastating way.  

Dom Carlesso came to MBC from Taren Point BC, Charles Stewart came from 
Queensland, and Peter Watson, a qualified umpire, transferred in from Bowral. All 
three were selected in Pennant teams. 

Peter and his wife Lesley, generously donated the grand piano which now graces 
our Clubroom.  

NZ was the destination for the end of year trip. Some 44 bowlers, plus non-playing 
spouses, started in wet and windy Wellington, where we were intrigued by the 
locals having to go next door to Bunnings to buy squeegies to sweep water off the 
synthetic green once the rain had abated. The wind didn't stay there and dogged us 
at the remaining two venues, Palmerston North and Napier, with alternate days of 
sightseeing and conviviality en route. 

Loyce Davis and Robyn Novakovic were successful in the MWBC Major and Minor 
Singles 

Bruce Bodinnar and Brin Kerwood received the MBC Club Championship and Minor 
Singles trophies respectively. 



 

 

 2020 

Bushfires continued well into the New Year destroying properties, stock and 
wildlife. 

More disaster soon followed as the Covid-19 Global Pandemic began to affect 
Australia and had an immediate impact on our way of life. Our grandparents had 
told us of their parents struggle during the Spanish Flu outbreak 100 years before. 
Little did we know how much our lives would be changed. 

“New” words and phrases entered our lexicon – Lockdown, Social Distancing, Jabs, 
Double Jabs, Stay at home, etc.  

Once upon a time if you wore a mask into a Bank you were likely to be arrested, 
now if you didn't you would be arrested! 

State Premiers and their Chief Health Officers became more familiar faces on TV 
than our own families whom we could not even visit. We all watched as we saw 
positive case numbers grow and, sadly, so too did death tolls. 

As an island nation, we fared a little better in terms of mortality than more 
populous countries. 

Lockdowns became routine in all parts of Australia, with Covid positive cases 
randomly breaking out in parts of cities, towns and all States, forcing travel 
restrictions between Local Communities, States and closing our International 
Borders. None of this generation had seen the like of it in our lifetimes. 

Bowls was halted due to Government Health and travel restrictions. 

A proposed Social Bowls tour where we were intending to help fire ravaged NSW 
communities, by spending money within them, had to be abandoned. 

The 2020 Olympic games had to be postponed 12 months due to the Pandemic. 

Another “sport” of Olympic proportions arose. Toilet Paper hoarding! 

Social interaction was curtailed due to the ongoing Pandemic. Collectively, we lost 
over four months of Bowls resulting in Pennants and some Club events to be 
abandoned. 

For the second successive year our Annual Carnival was another casualty. 

Lyn Armstrong rejoined and at least 20 new members came into the fold. 

Stephen Lewis had again spent considerable personal time arranging a proposed 
trip to visit three Clubs in Queensland, which included a cruise up the coast on the 
Majestic Princess, only to have travel restrictions prevent it happening. 

Scott Denham and Stephen Lewis were the MBC Major and Minor Singles winners. 



 

 

 2021 

History was created at this years'  AGM with Jenny Hole becoming the first female 
President of MBC in its' 120 year history. 

The AGM itself was also history making being the first to be conducted 
electronically due to Covid Health Regulations forbidding a physical meeting. 

Dale McBean, past President of Killara came to MBC. 

The proposed trip to Tasmania fell through due to Border closures and health 
orders. 

George Fotis took out the Minor Singles. 

Snowy Kable finally shook off the “bridesmaid” tag and won the Club 
Championship. 



 

 

 

The Sale and Lease of Mosman Bowling Club—Brian Spear 
 

The most momentous event at the close of the last century for the future of 
Mosman Bowling Club occurred in June 1998 when the Club entered into a 
Contract for Purchase of the Club with Mosman Council.  

To gain an understanding of the importance of this for the Club’s future brief 
reference to the terms of that Contract is required. The Contract provided that 
Mosman Council would acquire the freehold of the Club, but the title would only 
change hands in the year 2013. In the meantime the Council would pay the 
purchase price ($2 million) by annual instalments of $130,000. The Contract 
contained some 26 Special Conditions of which the most important were -  

• A lease of the Club for 21 years to be agreed at a community based rental 
from the date of the sale 

• Council’s right to create a Child Care Centre on the premises 

• Club to retain operational management of the Bowling Club. 
• The impact of this Contract in the first two decades of 2000, and indeed in the 

long term future of the Club, was significant in the following respects 

• the annual payments of $130,000 gave rise to the Club agreeing a revised 
financial policy, the appointment of a financial adviser, and the establishment 
of an investment portfolio  

• the availability of capital to progressively improve the Club’s facilities and 
equipment  

• the requirement in 2013 to draft and agree the Contract for Sale and the 
terms of the 21 year lease, including the rental  

• the implementation and management of the terms of the Lease including 
determining the respective responsibilities of the Council and the Club. 

The above themes can be developed as appropriate, the remainder of this 
document deals with drafting of the Sale and Lease process 

In May 2012 the Club approached Mosman Council suggesting work began on 
drafting the final Sale and Lease documentation in preparation for final agreement 
the following year. It was not until February 2013 that a first draft of the Contract 
was received from the Council. It contained over 100 Clauses and extended to 39 
pages. The Club appointed Brian Spear to undertake negotiations of the Draft, 
preferring this was done by someone who was not a Director of the Club and 
therefore without prejudice.  

Recollections 

 



 

 

 

Negotiations were made all the more complex since the Draft needed to include not 
just the normal commercial terms of a sale and lease, but also provisions for the 
Council to create a Child Care Centre on the premises, a schedule of responsibilities 
for equipment, maintenance and upkeep of the greens, and the vexing question of 
the meaning and the amount of a community based rent. 

An agreed draft was submitted for approval to a Mosman Council meeting in March 
2013. At that meeting the Council deferred approval and directed that further 
discussion took place with the Mayor and General Manager. Following a meeting 
with the Mayor, during which the Club gave evidence and assurances about 
community use of the premises, the Council gave approval to the Sale and Lease at 
a meeting held on 7 May. 

The lease took effect from 1 July 2013 until 30 June 2034, a term of 21 years, with 
an option to renew for a further 5 years. The rental was set at $3000 per year, 
subject to annual CPI review. The lease still provides that the Council may establish 
a Child Care Centre on the premises, but a review conducted by the Council in 2012 
determined that such an establishment was unlikely to be financially conducive. 

The lease still extends to 39 pages and 100 clauses and the Club reviews compliance 
with its terms annually. 



 

 

 

Recollections - Jeff Hole 
 

The most memorable aspect of my time as President was the Club’s 
management of the implications of the financial crisis. 

The nadir of the ASX was in late February 2009 where it reached into the 3200 
zone having dropped from a high of around 6600 in November 2007. 

There was considerable discussion at Board level about whether we should 
liquidate our portfolio with two of the Board members adamant that we should 
move in that direction. However after regular consultation with our Financial 
Adviser Peter Nixon we decided to stay the course. 

As it has turned out this was probably the wise decision although it was argued 
post the recovery that had we had missed an opportunity to benefit from selling 
down early in the downturn and then buying at the low. However we 
determined that the risks were too high and because we were continuing to 
receive reasonable interest and dividends throughout the period the decision 
made has proven to be the best under the circumstances. 

The financial situation did however cause us to reduce capital spending and as a 
result there was little work done to improve the Club’s amenities until the later 
years when we decided to replace the somewhat decrepit dining chairs in the 
clubroom and to buy a new carpet. We were still nervous about eating into our 
reduced financial assets and as a result elected not to buy new tables or new 
lounge chairs, deciding that only the lounge chairs should be restored and 
recovered.  

Some necessary money was spent on refurbishing the shades and the 
scoreboards but much of the minor restoration and maintenance work during 
this period was carried out by member volunteers through working bees 

We were advised by Mosman Council that they were likely to take up their 
option to add a child care facility onto the Club’s grounds and much thought 
went into determining how that could be done with minimum disruption to the 
Club’s operations. Fortunately Council eventually decided that the project was 
not viable. 

In 2008 Brian Spear spent some considerable time revising our accounts 
procedures and these were bedded down late that year. The procedures have 
stayed in place now for 12 years or so with only minor changes. 

To make our reporting to members easier to understand we decided to separate  



 

 

 

our detailed accounts from the Annual Report and to provide an easy-to-read 
summary of our finances in the main report. 

We introduced new Club jackets to members and most took them up. Our 
appearance on the greens during competitions was much improved. 

We were well looked after in social activities during these years. Ian Renton was the 
master in charge of organising many fun bowling activities for the first half of the 
term. He concentrated on “Mate vs Mate” bowling activities included “Rams vs 
Ewes”, “Australia vs Rest of the World”, and “State of Origin”. We have missed 
some of these activities and could well reintroduce them in the future. 

Peter McAdam took over the portfolio in 2010 and his social ideas included “Little 
Bit of Italy”, “Hollywood Bowls” and “Black and White Bowls”, all of which were 
well received and attended.  

Both Ian and Peter were great Masters of Ceremonies and their functions were very 
well attended. 

During 2010/11 the Club moved closer to amalgamation as one Club when the 
Women decided to change the name of their Club from Mosman Park to Mosman. 
Mosman has always been ahead of the pack in amalgamating Men’s and Women’s 
Bowls and this was yet another step forward. 



 

 

 History Update :  Recollections from 2006 - 2008—John Rock 

 

John Rock Joined 17 Jan 2003.  Board Member 2003.  Vice President 2004 

  Senior Vice President 2005   President 2006 - 2008 

 

Bowls 

MBC won Zone 9 Grade 4 in 2006, with the state play-offs being held at Lismore. 
Lost to two country clubs, but a win against Grandviews (city) 
 

Participation rate – on a cold Wednesday, would we have the numbers for a raffle? 

16 were required.  “Norma, good news, you can put out the raffle tickets!” 

 

Friday afternoon bowls were well attended, especially in the daylight saving 
months. 
 

Ron Davies had the concept of Singles round robin or League Table. 
This has morphed into Handicap Mufti Singles, followed by Mufti Pairs Sets. 
 

Mosman won the Mayoral Trophy against Warringah in 2006, 2007 and 2008. 
 

Membership Recruitment. 
The Ian Renton model was continued, with postcard drops, stalls at Mosman 
Markets and Bridgepoint leading to an Open Day in September or October.  
Typically 40 would attend, ten or so sign up for coaching, and four or five become 
members.  Another source was from Mosman Community College, where bowls 
coaching at MBC was included in their courses. 
 

Newsletter Upgrade. 
Harry Evans expanded the content of the monthly newsletter, although a couple of 
the coaches complained there was excessive material on travelogues and life 
stories. 
 

Clubhouse Refurbishment. 
Air Conditioning was approved at end of 2006, and installed in early 2007. 
The system designed by Alex MacPherson.  It was a great relief when the strip 
heaters and radiators were removed, reducing the fire hazard in winter if they 
were not turned off. 
 

Brian Spear was Head of House and commenced a refurbishment program.  The 
“red rattler” chairs were replaced after protracted discussion, the lounge area 
updated, and crockery replaced. 
 



 

 

 

Social Events. 
 

“Prawn Nights” were held a couple of times a year, but it became harder to attract 
the numbers. 
 

Millennium Drought. 
 

The drought led to severe water restrictions in 2006 and 2007, and there were 
great concerns about the future of our greens if restrictions went to the next level. 
 

I made a submission to Mosman Council to install two tanks for harvesting rainwa-
ter from the Clubhouse roof.  However, the Council Officer responsible for Com-
munity Affairs advised me the proposed tanks would be located in an area that 
would be the playground when the western side of the clubhouse was re-

developed as a Childcare Centre.  A Development Application would be required, 
and the Council would oppose it.  Fortunately it rained in early 2008 and water 
restrictions were eased. 
 

Photos. I have photos of Grade 4 winning Zone in 2006, plus Harry Evans and 
Tony Ball receiving Merit Badges in 2007. 



 

 

 

Since their inception in 2015, the annual Bowls Tours have become an important 
date on the Club Calendar, with participation numbers growing with each Tour. 
Previously Mosman had played annual "friendly tournaments" with the Goulburn 
Bowling Club, with games played at each Club on alternate years. 
 

2014 - Singapore 

Our first Tour was over a long weekend in Singapore, with 24 Mosman bowlers 
enjoying the hospitality of the Tanglin Club and the Singapore Cricket Club. Mosman 
member Ken Smith, a former Tanglin Club member, arranged for us to play against 
their teams at their rooftop venue, on a carpet green which was a new experience 
for us! 

The second game was at the bowls annexe of the famous Singapore Cricket Club 
ground, a monument of Singapore's colonial history. Games were played on tropical 
grass which ran at around 6 seconds, another new and challenging experience!  
Both clubs provided wonderful post-games hospitality where we shared dinners 
with our new Singapore friends. 
 

2015 - Hong Kong 

Buoyed by the success of our inaugural Tour, 28 of us ventured to Hong Kong where 
we played friendlies at the United Services Club and the Kowloon Bowling Green 
Club. The United Services Club welcomed us with "a pig on the spit" luncheon to 
celebrate the reopening of their green, an unexpected treat.  

Former Mosman member Chris Chu organised our games at the Kowloon Bowling 
Club where he now plays, and again the Mosman visitors acquitted themselves 
fairly well. 

As in Singapore, both Clubs arranged post-games dinners with their members, a 
great way to conclude the very enjoyable afternoons on the greens. 
 

2016 - New Zealand 

This year our numbers grew to 32 bowlers who participated on a week-long tour of 
North Island Clubs. We started off in beautiful Tauranga on the East Coast where we 
first experienced the clover-type Cotula grass common on many greens in New 
Zealand. The vivid green colour of Cotula suggests a slow green, but we soon 
discovered they are in fact lightening fast! This made for a very challenging 
afternoon against the Tauranga bowlers, but we managed to handle it better as the 
tour progressed. 

Mosman on Tour 

 

Professor Stephen Lewis 



 

 

  

From Tauranga our chartered coach took us to Rotorua where we played within the 
famous and very beautiful Gardens, enjoyable despite the ever-present sulphur 
smell from the surrounding geothermals. 

We finished the week at the beautiful Remuera Bowling Club in Auckland, an 
historic Club very similar to our own. And by this time we had learnt to play the 
clover greens and managed a strong win at last! 

Our Kiwi hosts were most generous, and provided the most sumptuous afternoon 
teas imaginable! 
 

2017 - Perth 

By now our numbers had grown to 40, and another week-long Tour included 
friendlies with 3 Perth clubs. 

Our first tournament was at the very flash Dalkeith Nedlands Bowling Club where 
former Mosman members Ken and Robyn Smith now play. Many of us were 
fortunate to play on their brand-new synthetic green. 

Next we were warmly welcomed at the Mosman Park Bowling Club, a Club often 
confused with our own! Mosman Park is beautifully located, overlooking the Swan 
River. Our last friendly was at the Manning Bowling Club who, like the other 2 clubs, 
entertained us to dinner with their members. 

Thank you Perth for a most enjoyable week in the West! 
 

2018 - Port Macquarie 

By now our touring numbers had swelled to 50, and we chose to journey up the 
Pacific Highway to visit the new Club of former Mosman member and the now-late 
Ron Davies who arranged a friendly tournament at the strong Port City Club. Prior 
to that we were generously hosted by the nearby  Lake Cathie Bowling Club. 
 

2019 - Back to New Zealand 

Many of our regular bowls tourists suggested a return to New Zealand, such did 
they enjoy our first visit there. This trip we toured the south of the North Island, 
again chartering a coach for the week.  Lyall Bay is a suburb of Wellington, and 
there we were warmly despite the particularly wet and windy weather (how unlike 
Wellington!!). Once the rain eased and after the carpet surface was swept of water 
we enjoyed an afternoon of bowls with these lovely people. 

Our next stop was Palmerston North on another very windy day, which combined 
with the fast clover green made it a very challenging game! A highlight was the 
lamb roast, prepared by their volunteer members. 

We finished the week in the art-deco city of Napier where Bowls Napier hosted us 
on yet another windy day at their Manwera Club. 
 

 



 

 

 

 

2020 - Tour Aborted! 

This, of course, was the year of COVID which disrupted all sporting activities, with 
Bowls Clubs in Sydney necessarily closed for a number of months. All cruise 
ship schedules were cancelled which directly affected us - our 2020 Tour was to be 
to Queensland aboard the Majestic Princess!! We had arranged games in Brisbane 
at the Hamilton Club, at Airlie Beach, in Cairns and finally at Mossman before 
cruising home. 

Again we had a full complement of 50 bowlers, so hopefully we will be able to do 
this Tour in future years. 
 

 

2021 - Hobart—tour postponed due to Covid. 
 

 

2022—Hobart 

At the time of writing this Tour is also fully subscribed, with 50 Mosman bowlers set 
to play at the Sandy Bay, Orford and Buckingham Bowling Clubs. 
 

 

Our annual Bowls Tours have become an important part of the Mosman Bowling 
Club, affording not only wonderful bowling experiences but further strengthening 
relationships amongst our members and adding to the fabric of our great Club. May 
they continue for many years to come. 
 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

Delicious MBC Scones 


