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t’s been a busy month since I returned from the Outback and there is lots to 
report. Firstly, the Women's Pennants and Mixed Under 5 competitions got 
underway and have been completed in what was a very short season this year. It may 
have been short but it was very successful with our Grade 3 Pennant side winning 
the flag and now going to the Regional playoffs in October. Our Grade 2 side just 
managed to remain in 2nd position and had a good win against the grade winners, 
Lindfield. 

As for our Under 5s, they have done us proud again. We had two teams in the 
competition and they romped home in 1st and 2nd place. Congratulations to all 
players in these competitions.  

Just as these games finished our Men's Pennants commenced with teams in Grades 
3 and 4. Good luck to both grades who still have many rounds to come. 

The Men’s Triples final was also played recently and Charles Stewart, George 
Lindsay and Scott Denham defeated Stephen Lewis, Kandiah Sivaloganathan and 
Bruce Bodinnar 29/24. A close game with final score 29/24. Congratulations to the 
three Scots! 

You may have noticed that we have new tables. These are a great success and the 
room had to be set up theatre style last Saturday for a meeting on Sunday. It was so 
easy, unclip the castors with your toe, flick the lever under the table and flip top on 
its side and wheel it away. We had the room cleared in no time and put back together 
in minutes on Sunday evening. No more groaning backs and the helpers said it was 
definitely money well spent. A word of caution though, you must unlock the castors. 
If you drag the tables they will break and once again we will have to carry them.  

We have recently had a coded lock placed on the locker room door so that members 
can have access to their bowls even when the clubhouse is locked. To do this, you will 
need your own personal code. A list will be placed above the bowls cleaner for you to 
indicate that you want a code. It will be your responsibility to keep it in a safe place 
and not share it with others. Once you have your code we will run through the 
procedure with you and this long overdue system will be underway. 

A gentle reminder to all competition players that every competition has a play-by 
date. Obviously there are times when it will be difficult to adhere to these such as 
inclement weather, but if you know you are going away mid-competition please 
don’t enter.  If you decide mid-comp that you want a holiday, then you must find a 
substitute, likewise if you become unwell.  

Finally, please come to the AGM on the 11th September. Not only do we need a 
quorum but following on from the official proceedings there will be an opportunity 
to have a drink and also a Q and A open session to ask questions which are not part 
of the official AGM proceedings or make suggestions to improve our club even 
further. 
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The  
Annual  

General Meeting 
of  

Mosman Bowling Club 

will be held  
in the Clubhouse on 

Sunday 

11 September 
at 10.30 am 

followed by a 

Q & A Session 
 



At the July Board Meeting 

For some reason there have been questions raised about the club’s insurance of 
members and coaches. The Board would like to assure everyone that we have a 
comprehensive insurance policy that covers everyone coming into our club, 
members and visitors alike under its public liability cover. The Secretary has 
sought reassurance from our policy provider that our Coaches are covered for 
any coaching they do under this policy. 
 

Finance 

The Covid lockdown and inclement weather have had an impact on our finances 
but pleasingly our portfolio had a 6% rise in July. The club is in a good position to 
weather these issues but we are aware of the wet weather forecast for summer 
which may continue to affect our income. 
 

Secretary 

All Directors have now obtained and registered their DINs (Director Identification 
Numbers) which are a mandatory government requirement. 
 

The Board approved the following club committees following the final unification 
of the club. 
 

Match:  Jeff Hole, Brin Kerwood, Loyce Davis, Betty-Anne Cleveland, 
Sally Thompson 

Selection:  Bruce Bodinnar, Scott Denham, Dale McBean, Jill Kehoe, Ann 
Barron, Lyn Armstrong 

Bowls Secretaries:  Scott Denham, Gwen Gleichman 

Delegates:  Harry Evans, Rosemary Dale 

 

Each Committee will appoint its own Chair. 
 

House and Functions 

The Club continues to host a number of functions and bookings are increasing as 
we approach the end of the year. Keeping food hot before service has been an 
ongoing issue and the Board has approved the purchase of a reconditioned food 
warming cabinet to ensure we can maintain our standard of service. 
 

The Board also noted the increase in food and drink prices as well as the 
proposed higher beer tax. These costs will continue to be monitored. 
 

 



At the July Board Meeting (cont’d) 
Council has recently upgraded our security system, including a coded lock for 
access to the locker room while the main club remains locked. All members will 
be able to access their bowls regardless of whether the club is open or closed. 
 

Bowls 

The Match Committee reported to the Board on the difficulty of getting members 
to play their competition matches by the due dates which are always included on 
the entry forms. The Board supports the Match Committee unanimously and 
updated guidelines appear elsewhere in the newsletter. 
 

Membership  
Six new members were approved and we welcome them to the club. Colin Stein, 
Phoenix Smith, Joanne Jones, Richard Edwards, Dot Slattery and Barry Slattery. 
 

Social Events 

Coming events include the Centenarian Club event to be held at North Sydney, 
Business Bowls in November and Bowls and Crazy Whist on 30th September.  

One of the final steps in 
the refurbishment of our 
clubhouse has been 
achieved with the re-
placement of the old 
trestle tables with mod-
ern, light and portable 
models. 

Apart from giving the 
room a further visual lift, 
the new tables will make 
life so much easier and 

safer for our staff and volunteers. And thank you to those who assisted 
with the changeover last month. 

 

 



 

 

There has recently been a tendency for members entering club 
competitions to believe that playing dates are negotiable. This has 
led to an unfortunate disagreement during a recent championship 
match. 
 

To make sure this does not happen again the Match Committee 
would like to make it clear that when members enter a competition 
they are committed to the dates specified. This means that if you 
know you will not be available for any of those dates there is little 
point in entering. 
 

In summary, every game in the match schedule must be 
played on or before the due date. The only exception is if the 
greenkeepers/Controlling Body of the day deem the greens to 
be unplayable. In this case the competition round will be 
delayed to the next scheduled date.  
 

The competition schedule is spelt out on the entry form. 
 

In a singles competition if an entrant is unable to play a match 
when scheduled they will forfeit. If it is a team game they may be 
replaced by a substitute in accordance with the rules of bowls. 
 

This policy is in place because any delay to a match affects the 
arrangements of everyone else in the competition going forward. 
 

If anyone has any doubts about this please talk to any of the 
Match Committee (Loyce Davis, Jeff Hole, Brin Kerwood and 
Betty Anne Cleveland.) 
 

 

Match Committee 

 

  

Entry to Club Championships and Competitions. 



 

I have lived in Mosman for 40 years 
and love to keep active.  I enjoy 
walking, cycling and also play golf. 

I was invited to an Open Day at 
Mosman Bowling Club and decided I 
would love to learn bowls and after 
some lessons realised the social and 
skillful part of bowls would suit my 
lifestyle. 

I look forward to being a member of 
such a friendly club, meeting new 
people and making new friends. 

Wendy Grigg 

 

 

The recent installation of a  "new generation" security system which 
separates the locker rooms from the main auditorium  will allow 
members access to their lockers and bowls at any time. This is a 
much-requested new benefit to members, providing greater use of 
our greens at times when the club is closed. 

Those members wishing to avail themselves of this should place 
their names on the list situated above the bowls polishing machine. 
You will be then given a PIN which should be entered in the pad lo-
cated outside of the Bowls Office to gain access. You will also be 
given clear instructions of its use.    

Please ensure you comply with the Playing Days/Greens Avail-
ability page on the club website. Be aware that all entries to the 
locker rooms through this new system will be recorded.  



 

 

      
 

 

 

 

 

 

I was born at a very early age in a shipbuilding town on the edge of the Lake 
District in the north of England. As most of the local males sought employment in 
the local shipyard and remained tied to that area, I determined to take a different 
path. I grew up, was educated at the local Grammar School and eventually went 
on to study Civil Engineering, as that seemed to offer the best opportunity to 
travel. l went to  Manchester University from where I emerged with a reasonable 
degree and went into contracting. Initially I worked in the UK and was involved 
on the Forth Road Bridge, several tunnel projects and finally became involved in 
a bridge across the Clyde. I then went to Bahrain to help in the construction of 
various parts of an Aluminium Smelter and that was where I met Eileen, fresh 

from the plane, who had come to work as a nurse for the local Oil company.  

Eileen, who hails from Ireland grew up on her parents farm and she still believes 
that those early years were the best years of her life, even after 48 years of being married to me. At age 16 
years she took a momentous decision and went from rural Ireland to the Devils lair in England to study nursing 
and midwifery. She also wanted to travel, and after qualifying and gaining a few years experience in England 
she travelled to Africa and worked in Zambia. She particularly wanted to work in Hong Kong but not being a 
Cantonese speaker could not get a job, so after completing her contract she decided to take the next best step 
and went half way there thinking she would earn some money and travel there and get a job. That was  her first 
downward step as she went to Bahrain where her life was irrevocably changed (some say for the better but 

others may think differently) – she met me.  

We met at a party 3 days after she arrived. As was my habit I got smashed but the next day I knew I had met 
someone special but couldn’t remember her name. So that morning I rang the hospital and the conversation 
went something like this. “Hello, I’d like to speak to Caroline Mcguire”, I’m sorry, we have no-one of that name 
here”, “Oh, you probably wont have met her yet, she’s only just arrived, she’s Irish, good looking with beautiful 
long hair”, “I’m sorry, but we don’t have anyone of that name here", “Well, what’s your name then?”, “Eileen 
O’Malley”, “Oh, THAT’S the name” – the rest is history 

After a two year courtship she was persuaded to marry me, so I must have done something right,  and we went 
back to marry in Galway cathedral. The usual pre-nuptial nerves weren’t helped when the presiding priest , on 
asking if anyone new any reason why we should not get  married, was answered by a long and low rumble of 
thunder and hailstones clattering on the cathedral domed roof. Undeterred, we went ahead, and our union was 

blessed with two beautiful daughters. 

To buy a house and build a base in the UK we settled in my home town, where I worked as Project manager, 
building a testing facility for nuclear submarines and their equipment. Having signed the Official Secrets Act I 
can’t divulge anything more without having to then kill you. After three years we answered the call of the wild 
and went to Zambia, to Eileen’s old stamping ground. Africa is a beautiful continent and Zambia was particularly 
enjoyable although unstable. Towards the end of my contract we were held up at gunpoint by three bandits and 
had our car taken from us, we recovered our composure, and the car, but my mother who had come to Zambia 
for the christening of our youngest never did feel the same about travelling after that. We left Zambia shortly 

afterwards to work in the UAE and stayed for several enjoyable years. 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My project came to an end and so we returned to the UK, bought an abandoned hotel, and converted it into a 
Residential Care Home for the Elderly, excellent experience for joining Mosman Bowling Club. Eileen ran this 
for several years while I returned to work first in Nigeria and then  returned to Dubai and Abu Dhabi building 
respectively a desalination plant and a residential and recreational complex for oilfield workers in the middle of 
a desert.  

At the grand old age of 53 we decided to retire. We  bought an apartment on Spain’s Mediterranean coast 
where we would spend our winters, and resolved to see a bit of the world during the summers. We travelled to 
Peru, China and India and on our first trip to Australia we took time out to visit new Zealand, where on our day 
of arrival we went to a bank in Auckland to draw out some cash, and we ended up locked in the bank while 
we were interviewed by police as potential witnesses to an attempted armed robbery. Welcome to New 
Zealand.  

Shortly after this our youngest daughter moved to Sydney so we decided to sell up in Spain and spend our 
winters in Australia. She moved to Mosman and bought an apartment in Myagah Street. Our first trip out here 
was to help her knock her flat about knocking out walls and rearranging the layout, and on the rare moments 
when she gave us some time to ourselves we went on walkabout and found Mosman Bowling Club and 
enquired about playing as visitors. We were made so welcome that we returned each year and to come 
through the Belmont Rd entrance was like coming home. And this is where I was introduced to Lawn Bowls. 
The club is the friendliest that we have ever been members of so it was a natural first step on coming out 
permanently to Oz that we should join. We are pleased to see that the club has not lost any of its welcoming 
nature and I can only congratulate any new members on the wisdom of their choice. 

I have always been interested in sport, having tried most of the more popular ones, usually as an enthusiastic 
amateur playing more for enjoyment than as an expert although I was reasonably competent at golf. My most 
memorable bowls match is yet to be played as I am still just an enthusiastic amateur and have been beaten in 
the first round of most things I have entered, but hey ho! My most memorable sporting achievement was not 
the golf course record or club championship that I had as a young man in my 20’s or at 59, playing in the 
British Open Seniors Amateur Championship, but it was at the age of 62. I was playing off 7 and had to play 
the 22 year old reigning county champion who played off plus 2 in the first round of the club championship. It 
had to be played off scratch so I was not only conceding 40 years but also 9 shots. The result, to everyone’s 
amazement, especially my own, was a 4 & 3 victory, golfing parlance for a right royal stuffing. 

I have been fortunate in that Eileen took up golf and therefore can understand why the first 18 holes take up to 
4 hours but the 19th always takes a lot longer. It does help when you can go on holiday and each wants to 
take their golf clubs. And now we both can enjoy our bowls. 

It is hard to come up with any suggestions whereby the club could improve but we both particularly enjoyed 
the Crazy Whist night, not just because we were the winners, and my only suggestion would be to maybe 
have more such events, and perhaps a trivia night (but please give us Poms a chance by including some 
world trivia not just Australian rivers and politicians). I regret that we were abroad for the Jazz night in August 
but perhaps another similar event later in the year. 

We’re pleased to note the success of Mosman’s recent recruitment drive and our advice to all newcomers is 
to take advantage of the coaching that is available through the willingness of several experienced and helpful 
members, don’t get frustrated by the difficulties and to always remember the good shots, not the bad ones. 
And if you enjoy the club then tell your mates and tell them also about the scones. 

October Profile:  Anne Somers 



The "Scotties - Scott Denham and our 2 resident Scotsmen, George Lindsay and 
Charles Stewart, have won the 2022 Men's Triples Championship last month, 
defeating the defending Champions Bruce Bodinnar, Kandiah Sivaloganathan and 

Stephen Lewis. 

It was a topsy-turvy game with the defenders getting away to an early 9 shot lead. 
Scott and his team quickly caught up, and in fact drew away to a 10-shot lead 
themselves! Then it was Bruce's team's turn, coming within 1 shot with just a 

couple of ends left to play. 

It was "the Scotties" who prevailed over those last 2 ends, winning an interesting 
game by 5 shots, 29/24, and so taking the 2022 Championship. Congratulations 
to Scott, George & Charles and well done to Bruce, Siva and Stephen on making 

the Final once again. 



 

 

We lost our first match to Asquith on their home green but eight 

determined ladies thought " we can do better" and led by skips Lyn and 

Jeyam, proceeded to win the remaining five matches. The side combined 

well and supported each other, if one team found the game challenging on 

the day the other team stepped up. 

In our rematch against Asquith at Mosman we won by two shots which 

gave us first place on the ladder. It caused much excitement and 

increased determination to maintain our lead. We had several close 

matches but managed to continue our winning streak. 

To win the district pennant is a great team effort and a thrill for us all, and 

to win a flag for our club is "the icing on the cake." 

Rosemary Dale 

Side Manager 

Caroline Duhigg, Tosh Czinege, Patricia Tamaoki, Jeyam Sivaloganathan 

Rosemary Dale, Edwina Legg, Barbara Anderson 



                                                   
 

We are ready to “Spring into Spring” 
with the Crazy Whist card game, 
bowls and dinner. So, mark Friday 
30 September on your calendars for 
some fun and friendship on the eve 
of daylight saving.   

 

Programme is as follows: 

 

If you are able to join in, please check your emails as there is a 
trybooking event set up with a link which has been emailed to 
you. 

If any member would like to invite a guest(s) for bowls and/or 
dinner and cards, you are more than welcome to bring them.  
Just purchase a ticket for them for bowls and dinner or just 
dinner if preferred.  (No charge for Whist). The cost for bowls is 
$15 and dinner is $20.  There is an option to choose sushi or 
prawns when purchasing on the trybooking website. 

A small dessert is included in the cost. 

To enable us to order the food we need final numbers by Friday 
23 September. So, sharpen your card skills and join in for a fun 
night. 

 

Our last soup and sausage sizzle for Winter is on Wednesday 21 
September.   As before, you will need to indicate your ability to 
join in on the form provided on the notice board above the 
bowls polisher. I look forward to having dinner with you all. 
These have been most enjoyable conclusions to the bowls day.  
On that evening, Robin Bower will be speaking for a short time 
on Aged Care and access to government support.  

 

 

Our next big social event will be Melbourne Cup Day on 1 
November. Details to follow.   
  

4.00 – 5.30: Bowls 
5.30 - Pre-dinner drinks 
6.00 – 7.00: Dinner 
7.00 – 9.00: Crazy Whist Card Game   

 

 



 
 

 

Need help with your grip? 

Delivery need an overhaul? 

Can't get the length right? 

 

The coaches are available for all members who would like to "tweak" a 
particular area of their game.  Or maybe you'd just like a general revision 
session. 

Run by our qualified coaching team, the programme will be held on 
Tuesdays from 10:30 to 11:30am.  You and your coach will be able to work 
on the area of your game that you feel needs some help. 

Simply add your name to the Fix My Game form on the noticeboard near the 
bowls polisher by 12pm Friday with a contact number or email address and 
what you would like to work on and one of our coaches will contact you. 

 MBC Coaching Team 

 

 

 

5 Mary Miller 

10 Kandiah Theivendran 

12 Anne Titterton 

13 Allan Sutton 

17 Brian Roelofsen 

20  Colin Stein 

23 John Candy 

Rosemary Christmas 

24 Stewart Horwood 

Stephen Lewis 

26 Lynne Armstrong 

27 Brin Kerwood 

Robyn O'Brien 



 

         

ALL MEMBERS ARE INVITED 
TO ATTEND OUR NEXT 

PRESIDENT'S Q & A 

A complimentary beverage and light nibbles will 
be provided to all participants at the conclusion.   

TO BE HELD AFTER OUR AGM 
ON SUNDAY 

11 September 2022 

In the Clubhouse 

The session will be attended by MBC Board 
Members and a representative from the Selection 
Committee.  They will welcome your comments 
and suggestions and answer any questions. 
 
If you are unable to attend, please forward any 
communication to the President prior to the 
session. 



George Fotis 

When bowling greens become wet or have early 
morning dew, they tend to be slower than 
normal.  This reduction in green speed will tend 
to favour bowlers who are playing with wider 
arc bowls.  This is inclined to be the case due to 
slower greens having narrower draw lines to the 
jack.  Therefore, players with wider arc bowls 
will have a slight advantage allowing them to 
perform a greater array of shots and potentially 
having a greater ability to navigate around 
short bowls with a bowl that has a wider arc. 

Regardless of the type of bowl you are playing 
with, one of the key factors to focus on while 
playing in wet conditions is weight control.  Generally 
speaking, slower greens are more forgiving when trying 
to achieve the perfect line, whereas achieving the correct 
weight can be more of a challenge. 

It’s very frustrating when a perfect ball slips out of you 
hands and ends up a meter away from the jack. You 
need to be focus on your game and try to find and attack 
the opponent’s weaknesses.  

Bowling is a game of strategy and psychology. Everything 
changes from one moment to the next. 

That’s why we love it and we are happy to play under 
any conditions or circumstances ... 

George Fotis 

 



MOSMAN BOWLING CLUB 

Bowls:  9969 4211 Email:  mosmanbowlingclub@bigpond.com 


