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ust when we thought COVID was behind us a new wave snuck up and 

caught many of our Tassie bowlers, causing us to cancel our Christmas 
Lunch and Presentation Day. As I’m sure you are all aware, this has now 
been set as an evening event on Friday 20th January. I hope you will all 
come along to support our players as we recognize their successes 
throughout the year. It is an exciting time for the club with some very good 
new players coming into their own. As well, the evening has been formatted 
so that we can all do lots of socialising, something we all treasured during 
our Hobart trip as a great opportunity to get to know some of the newer 
members.  
 

I hope you enjoyed President’s Fun Day. The weather did not look good at 
the start but fortunately the sun came out and the day progressed. Alan 
Carpenter was crowned best surfing Santa, looking amazing with flashing 
lights and a beautiful white beard. Graham Mason and Robyn O’Brien also 
made a splash on the green. 
 

With all this talk of fun, there is also a more competitive side to our club and 
bowls in general and there are District and Zone competition entries 
currently open. There are internal competitions on the program. I would like 
to see our players enter these and hope that some of our more experienced 
members will get some of our newer members involved. 
 

Congratulations to Charles Stewart who won the Mufti Singles, playing in 
the final against Bill Clemens. The competition was very popular this year, 
particularly with some of our newer members and we look forward to it 
being even more popular next year. 
 

Our next social day is usually Australia Day which this year falls on a 
Thursday. The Board has decided that given we have bowls on Wednesday 
and the Presentation evening the week before, we will not hold an Australia 
Day event this year but recognise it on the Wednesday. Players are welcome 
to have a roll up on the Thursday if they wish. 
 

Just before Christmas I received a letter from Pat and John Troy advising me 
that they have decided not to continue as members of MBC. They have not 
been seen on the greens for some time but have both been very valuable 
members of the club and I would like to thank them for their past 
contributions and wish them well for the future. 
 

 

 

J 



You are cordially invited to attend this important event to be held in our clubhouse 

on Friday 20 January 2023 from 5:30pm, with the presentations made at 6pm 

followed by a casual dinner.  The evening should conclude no later than 9pm. 

Roving canapés with a complimentary glass of bubbles 

Antipasto & Seafood platters 

Desserts 

Smart Casual 

$65 per person 

https://www.trybooking.com/CFAHW 



Once again I have the pleasure of deciding where our wrong bias jar 
contributions go. In 2022 we raised $750, a lot of wrong biases and thank 
you for your mistakes. I wonder if there is anyone who can say they did 
NOT do a wrong bias during 2022? After much deliberation I have 
decided this year the money will be donated to Lou’s Place. It is a Womens 
refuge which provides much needed help for women in need of a safe 
space, basic needs such as showering, washing and home cooked meals, 
legal assistance and many other services. For more information visit 
lousplace.com.au 

 

Happy New Year, have a safe, healthy and happy 2023 and I look forward 
to seeing you on the greens. 

From the MBC President . . .  continued from page 1 

 

16 Heather Clemens 

24 Stella Marshall 

25 Peter Handley 

30 Peter Baume  

31 Bob Kopac 

  5 Glenda Weerden 

  9 Julie Hayden 

11 Trish Tamaoki 

15 Charles Sharpe 
 Mario Valenti 

17 Adam Taylor 

The Staff would like to express 
appreciation and thanks to all 
members for their kind thoughts 
and generosity in once again 
helping to make our Christmas 
special. 

http://lousplace.com.au


At the December Board Meeting 
The Board met for its final meeting of the year on 21st December.  

Finance 

Pleasingly, our assets rose over November and we have had a very good couple 
of months with the outside social functions that have been held in November 
and December. The Board passed on their thanks to Stephen for the outstanding 
job he does in organising and running these events. 

House/Functions 

There are no outside functions planned for January but the cancelled 
Presentation Day/ Christmas lunch will now be held as a casual dinner on 20th 
January. It will be a fitting start to the New Year. 

Bowls 

The Graded Fours competition has been put back a week in order to encourage 
more players. It will be held on Saturday mornings during January. There are a 
number of District and Zone events for members to enter and we continue to 
encourage members to do this. 

Social Events 

Caroline Duhigg presented a detailed plan of social events for the year. Given 
that we are holding the Presentation Evening on 20th January and Australia Day 
is on Thursday 26th it was decided not to hold an Australia Day function this year 
but to acknowledge Australia Day on Wednesday 25th. 

Lease Compliance 

Barbara Anderson has circulated our Lease for the Board to study during January 
in order to ensure compliance.  

Uniforms 

Two style of shirt are being emailed to members with a request to vote on the 
designs. These will not be available for Open Pennants but we should have them 
later in the first half of the year. The Board noted that we need a new club jacket 
once we have finalised the shirt design. 

Banners 

The banners at the front of the club are threadbare and have been disposed of. 
We still have three new banners available and it was resolved to keep flying two 
at all times as it draws attention to the club which is sometimes not noticed at 
footpath level. The cost is $200 per banner and they last about 2 years. We 
believe this is money well spent. 



 

 

I want to record the biggest big thank you to all players who competed in 
this year’s competition and thank them very much for their support.  
Numbers were slightly down this year but those who participated gave 
very positive feedback.  Twenty players’ names were drawn from an 
open selection, forming five teams. 

This short, sharp and compact competition ran over a three-week 
period, commencing on 5 November and finishing on 10 December 
2022, with a two week gap in the middle to allow for bowlers who went 
on the Hobart bowls tour.  All games were played on Saturday 
mornings, thus relieving pressure on Saturday afternoon social matches 
because there was only one green available due to renovation of the 

school green. 

The competition format was of 9-end rounds with two rounds being played each Saturday. 

This was the eleventh year that the Summer Fours has been played. 

At the start of play on the final day of competition, a clear winning team was not quite 

decided.  And it was quite possible that one of three teams could take out the title. 

Congratulations to the worthy winning team of Kay Balnaves (lead), Sue Buchanan (second), 

Robyn O’Brien (third) and Rosemary Dale (Skip). 
The final points scores and placings reflected a fairly even competition with only 3 points 

between the winning team and the wooden spooners. 

I would like to particularly thank Betty-Anne Cleveland for her weekly assistance with score 
cards and rink allocations and to Snowy Kable who prepared and maintained the Scott 
Denham green for us.  
He always provided 
us with a perfect 

running surface. 

Thanks again to all 
those who supported 
the competition.  It 

was a lot fun. 

Loyce Davis 
Competition 
Convener 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

After narrow semi finals 
wins over Dot Slattery 
and Stephen Lewis 
respectively, Charles 
Stewart and Bill Clemens  
fought out the mufti 
singles final last month. 
 

With a handicap 
advantage of seven 
shots, Bill saw his 
benefit slowly whittled 
away over the first 10 
ends, and by end 11 the 
scores were tied at 13 a 
piece. 
 

Bill then steadied, 
winning four of the next five ends, and with five ends to go he led 
by one shot.  Experience told in the end, with Charles winning four 

of the last five ends to 
give him his 23/19 win. 
 

Congratulations to 
Charles on winning his 
first title at Mosman, 
and very well done to Bill 
who performed so well 
through the rounds to 
make the final.  Its great 
to see a relatively new 
bowler reaching the 
finals and I am sure we 
will see him in many more 
finals to come. 

 

 



 

      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 MARY 
I grew up in Pennant Hills and attended the local Catholic Primary School. After which I went 
to a Secondary College, ‘Our Lady of Mercy College’, in Epping. My sport involvement during 
school was always netball. Completing my School Certificate I enrolled in a Secretarial 
Course, where I achieved Honours in all subjects. My dream was always to be, a Secretary/
P.A. I managed to achieve this and was extremely happy and fulfilled with my career path. 

At the age of 17 my first employment was with a Visual Programming company & this is 
where I met Les Miller. I noticed him on my first day but was told to keep my eyes off him as 
he was ‘taken’.  During my lunch break I would relieve on the switch and after receiving many 
phone calls from a ‘Miss Robinson’ for Mr. Miller, I soon realised he was spoken for. 
However, after working in the company for six weeks Les asked me if I would like to 
accompany him to a stage show to see, ‘Fiddler On The Roof’ (at the Capitol Theatre) 
together with another couple on the following Friday and I eagerly accepted.  Over the 
following 4 weeks he would ask me out on a Friday evening and I noticed that Miss Robinson 
was still phoning him and she was definitely the Saturday night girl. Hence, I no longer 
accepted the Friday invitations and informed him I knew he had a Saturday night girl. After 
one month he asked me out on a Saturday evening and 
I accepted, knowing that the phone calls had ceased 

and Miss Robinson was sent packing back to S.A. 

We dated for two years until Les was asked to be Best 
Man at his friend’s Wedding in NZ. He accepted. 
However, during that period he began to realise our 
relationship was getting serious after all. He was very 
used to being fancy free. He wrote me a letter and said 
he needed time to think about our relationship. Hence, 
my mother and I went on a cruise – me with a broken 
heart. Little did mum know, that her ‘South Sydney 
Rabbitohs’ were also on the cruise! After nearly a year 
my girlfriend/neighbour became engaged to Les’s 
brother and I was asked to be bridesmaid. Of course, 
Les was asked to be Best Man at their wedding. I 
wasn’t sure if he would return to Australia, but he did 
and six months after his brother’s wedding we became 
engaged. Then married a year later in 1971 – I was 21 
and Les 30. We were totally opposite. I was a ‘Miss Suburbia’ and he was man of the world, 
having sailed the Pacific and lived in Antarctica for 15 months. I do remember at 17 he 
surprised me and took me on my first flight which was to Canberra for the day.  I was so 
excited!      

 

  ‘We do’ 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LES 
I crossed the Tasman with my Morse key in 
1962. Australia to be my first step in 
conquering the world. Got to Kings Cross, 
caught up with a few Kiwis, settled in and still 
here sixty years later. My work experience 
had been in aviation communication, so I 
worked at Kingsford Smith Airport. 

It was then the Antarctic Division wanted radio 
operators. With Morse the only method of 
communication to the outside world. So I 
applied, was accepted and set sail to Mawson 
in 1964.  Fifteen months later an ice ship 
turned up, took onboard the twenty-six of us and brought us back home. After a life of total 
isolation. But a great era. Focusing on science, meteorology, exploration, huskies, and with  
geographic recognition. Rotating underwear of course, and tinned food. We had an ex-Army 
cook.  

Three of us also survived when a tired old Beaver aircraft crashed, 500 kilometers West of 
Mawson. And apart from my marital 
chapter in life, Antarctica was the most 
incredible experience. 

After returning to Australia I applied to go 
South again the following year. Was 
accepted, but with a twelve month wait. So 
caught up with seven so-called mates. We 
bought a Chinese Junk. Then spent 
several months terrorising ourselves and 
the locals living in the Pacific. Chinese 
Junks are built to rock-and-roll. Ours did, 

until it sank on the way to Papua New Guinea. So ended a maritime chapter in my suspect 
life. 

Before heading South again, I stopped to reflect. Here was a twenty-six year old, stumbling 
through life and unsure in which direction. I would be twenty-eight when back from the 
Antarctic. But then one of the Junkmen, who owned a business in Sydney, asked me to 
handle his company’s accountancy, apparently impressed with my administrative work on the 
Junk. I thought deep and said, ‘Yes,’ withdrawing from Antarctica No. 2. 

So I  began accounting  and  worked my  way  through to  Managing Director.    But of greater  

 

Yours truly looking a bit chilly 

M J ‘One Step’ leaving Sydney  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

relevance a very big issue developed. One day, an attractive seventeen year-old young lady, 
a new employee, wandered in. We checked each other out, and then slowly and carefully, 
worked on how to handle our romantic nine-year age gap. You know her—Mary Therese 
Miller. She married this older fellow on the 8th May, 1971 – over half a century ago. 

MARY & LES 

We had two sons and one daughter. Unfortunately in 1997, we experienced our greatest loss, 
with the death of our twenty year old daughter, 
Michelle. She was a cadet at the Defence 
Academy in Canberra, and unfortunately, took 
her life there. A sad and incredible challenge. 
But a process that strengthened our marriage.  
We now have five grandchildren, three girls 
and two boys. A great component in our lives. 

Back in 1979 I, (Les),  entered the life 
insurance industry and established a company, 
with Mary and I working together. We worked 
hard, learned the process and were successful. 
It was the best chapter of our working life. Learning more of people than I believe, does any 
other profession. We understood their goals, family, hopes and achievements. Then about 
five years ago, we sold and retired. Feeling as of now, and it does take a while, that we are in 
the best period of our lives. 

Bowls are a key element for us, with the MBC the best in establishing and maintaining every 
aspect. Especially companionship. I, (Mary) began  bowls at Neutral Bay in 2016, transferring 
to Mosman in 2018. Pam Carpenter was the key element in introducing me to Mosman. When 
Pam transferred to Mosman I approached her to skip a Fours Team, including – Robyn 
O’Brien, Edwina Legg and myself.  To my delight she agreed and we won the Fours Club 
Championship in 2020.  This has been my best achievement at the club to date. 

I, (Les),  remained hesitant for some time, being reticent and suspicious, secretly peering 
through the hedge on Belmont Road. But then the young fellow, Harry Evans, took on an 
incredible challenge. He worked hard, introducing me to the game. He succeeded. My past 
and present thanks are specifically for him, and his extreme tolerance for a stumbling, 
stuttering Kiwi. The same acknowledgment applies on behalf of Mary and me for the Club 
hierarchy, and the manner in which the Club is managed. 

One of the main lessons we learned was from Pam and  Alan Carpenter – ‘Low & Slow’. 

February Profile: Bill & Heather Clemens 

Guess who? 

 



 

Our first announcement concerns the cancellation of our traditional 
Australia Day celebration because of its close proximity to our 
rescheduled Presentation Dinner. However, on the Wednesday prior 
to Australia Day, we will have our traditional thong throwing 
competition, perhaps even a spider and, certainly, lamingtons for 
afternoon tea. So, be sure to put your names down for bowls on 
Wednesday 25 January for some frolic and fun.      

Our rescheduled Presentation Dinner, set down for 20 January, offers 
all of us a wonderful opportunity to bowl down our new year with 
some festive camaraderie, fine dining and the chance to applaud our 
champions of 2022. So, be sure to secure your tickets through 
Trybooking.com. It promises to be a very enjoyable start to 2023. 

Denise Elder has managed to make connection with a Pilates 
instructor who is prepared to offer classes at the Club on Mondays 
and Thursdays at noon. One hour session is $15.00 and they generally 
run through the school term for 10 sessions. Denise has kindly offered 
to be the contact person. If any member is interested please be in 
touch with Denise. Classes will be conducted in The Ian Renton 
Room.  

From discussions with members, there has been support for the 
continuation of our monthly Wednesday dinners after bowls. Hence, 
our first Bowls & Burgers evening will be held on Wednesday 22 
February.  Details will  be included in the February  newsletter.  These  

  

   
 

 

The committee has met to plan some entertainment and 
fun-filled times for our members during 2023. 

We hope that you can all join us for the rides!! 



 

occasions have offered some very pleasant conviviality and the chance 
to relax among friends following bowls. 

It is hoped that we can have another Crazy Whist night. I need to confer 
with Bill Clemens who is the organiser of the event to determine a 
convenient date. 

We are also considering an evening with Ricky Ford who is well known 
for his Elvis impersonations. We shall need to check his availability and 
the extent of interest among Club members.  

Clearly, whilst a number of suggestions were made for social activities, it 
is important for us to consider what is possible alongside bowling 
commitments and life outside of Mosman Bowling Club!! 

As we welcome in 2023, we are reminded of the words of Marcus 
Aurelius: 

            “When you arise in the morning, think of what a precious 
privilege it is to be alive – to breathe, to think, to enjoy, to love”. 

So, may this New Year be for each of us one of enjoyment, friendship, 
mutual support and success on the green.  

 

Carolyn Duhigg 

Social Committee 

  

   
 



The wooden cross bar on the flag pole where we tie off the ropes 
(halyards), was rotted and needed replacing. So we sourced some 
manufacturers who stipulated that they could only make it in metal. Not the 
best idea, however, a discussion with Snowy revealed we could attach 
metal cleats to the pole itself to tie off the ropes. This was a great idea, but 
not ideal, as strong winds may rattle the ropes creating annoying noise for 
neighbours. 

Then Snowy discussed with Scott; then Scott was talking to his mate who 
is a member of the Mosman Men's Shed, and he said they would be able 
to make a wooden cross bar, the same as the existing one, but we would 
have to clear it with the Director of  Mosman Men's Shed, Tom Walker, 
who happily, is a member of ours! 

Tom spoke with Scott, overheard by Alan Carpenter, who then offered a 
piece of hardwood to use, and Voila! We have a beautiful new wooden 
cross bar complete with turned handles to tie off the ropes. 

Thank you Tom, Alan, Scott, Snowy and the Mosman Men's Shed! 

An Etiquette Reminder to Spectators from the Umpires and Coaches. 
 

For those of you who are newer to the game it is worth mentioning a few 
etiquette points for spectators during the more important matches where 
players are concentrating on their game. We don’t tend to be as aware of these 
issues so much during social games but in competition matches some players 
are easily distracted unless a few rules are followed. Things to remember are: 

• Spectators must not sit or stand immediately behind the head on the rink 
where the game is being played or behind an adjacent rink. Unintentional 
movement or noise can disrupt the concentration of the bowler on the mat. 
The best place to sit is at the side of the green or on the balcony. 

• Persons who happen to be walking across the line of vision of the bowler on 
the mat should stand still until the bowl has been delivered. 

• When an important match is underway please refrain from loud or animated 
discussion near the rink where the game is in progress. 

Point 1 is in fact a rule in most competitions and is strictly enforced by many 
clubs. 



Robyn Novakovic 

 

 

We all know how to play a draw shot and how important it is 
in the game of bowls. 

But just for fun, I thought I’d chat about the other shots that 
can be in your repertoire should you so desire. 

There are four tactical  shots in lawn bowls.  The draw, as we 
said, is the most common shot we all try to perfect.  It has a 
target – the jack, usually – and that’s its final resting place.  
Interestingly, the “yard on” shot and the running shot are 
thought to be successful if they don’t reach the spot we were 
aiming at, their purpose being to hit something in the head 
as they sail through it towards their planned destination.  
The drive however is thought to be successful if it hits its 
target  - but if it misses it will usually end up in the ditch or 
out of bounds. 

The Draw Shot 
The most frequent shot played and what we are really aiming to do in 
bowls – get close to the jack.  The trick is getting the exact weight and 
line.  At times you may be asked to draw close to another spot on the 
rink to perhaps protect the jack being knocked or to block the path of 
an opponent’s bowl to the head.  This essential shot is definitely the one 
to master. 

The “Yard On” Shot 
A draw but with a bit of extra weight.  The main purpose of this one is 
usually to drag the jack away from the opponent’s bowl and hopefully 
towards your own.  Or to push a bowl out of the head and take its place.    

The Running Shot  
A bit more weight involved than the “Yard On”, this one’s job is to 
remove opponents’ bowls from the head, to move the jack to the ditch, 
or anything else that involves the bowl to be played with weight, e.g. 
disrupting the head.  The best outcome, even if it misses its target, is to  
 

 



NSW Bowls has advised that there will be Women’s, Men's and Open Gender pennants in 2023 but no decision has been made on the time of year for the single gender. 
 Some clubs have indicated that the women would rather play one game a week instead of the current two games. This would result in a longer pennant season. 
 The District  Championship singles and fours will be held early in 2023 and all women are encouraged to enter. The venue for these events is yet to be decided. The closing date for the fours entries is 13th January and the singles is 17th February. 
 The District competition Jean McKinnon trophy will be held at Mosman on 17th April. 

 

stay on the rink and not in the ditch.  Really important If the jack is to be 
re-spotted if out of bounds or when your team has no back bowls. 
 

The Drive 

This shot is played with the biggest weight without sacrificing accuracy.  
You want to strike the target (or head) with force to either remove the 
opponent’s bowl(s) from the head or rink, or to drive the jack into the 
ditch or out of play, usually when the opponents have several shots 
close to the jack, and there is little chance of drawing to the jack.  If the 
jack is to be re-spotted, then less force and more accuracy should be 
the name of the game with this one. 
 

There are several other shots you can play – the trail shot, the rest, the 
promoting shot – but the ones above are good to have in your arsenal.  
The trick is to know how and when to play them effectively and that will 
come with practice. 



MOSMAN BOWLING CLUB 

Bowls:  9969 4211 Email:  mosmanbowlingclub@bigpond.com 


