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n 24 November 2021 MBC played the Tassie Devils vs the Mainland 
Marauders to acknowledge the fact that we should have been in Tasmania 
for our annual bowls club tour. This year we finally made it to Hobart and a 
wonderful time has been had by all. We played three games, the first at 
Buckingham Bowling Club, next to a delightful country club at Orford and 
finally at Sandy Bay. A full report appears elsewhere so I won’t spoil it but in 
between times we painted Hobart town red and I gather we dropped a lot of 
tourist  dollars. It was so much fun to be away as a club again, not forgetting 
that many of us did go to Cootamundra earlier in the year.  

These tours don’t take place without a lot of effort behind the scenes to 
organise, not only the travel, but also to put teams together for games, no 
mean feat when you have no idea about the opposition. Our thanks go to 
Stephen Lewis for once again organising a fabulous tour and also to Bruce 
Bodinnar for putting teams in place for all our games. We are very grateful to 
you both. 

On the home front the Mufti Pairs is down to the semi finals and final with 
Stephen Lewis vs Bill Clemens and Dot Slattery vs Charles Stewart to play 
the semis. Great to see some new names in the competition. 

Well done to our Grade 3 Pennant finalists. They may not have won the State 
flag but they played their hearts out and are a credit to our club. 
 

It seems a long time ago but thank you to the Social Committee for another 
fun Melbourne Cup Day. Sadly, I didn’t win any money but we all had a good 
time. 

The Summer Fours has two more rounds to play on December 10 before the 
winners can be announced. As usual it will be down to the final game and 
has again been an enjoyable way to finish the year and involve new players. 
Thanks to Loyce Davis for once again doing a organising a great competition. 

We held the Mosman Chamber of Commerce Bowls after hours on 11 
November. It was a great success with a 10 minute introduction to Zumba 
class thrown in but most of the fun seemed to be on the green. The winners 
were a new team from Mary Rossi Travel who have now partnered with 
Mosman Travel.  

As is usual at this time of year, we have several corporate days coming up 
both on the green and in the clubhouse. Many thanks to all those who are 
volunteering for these events. They don’t work without our committed team. 
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GAMES  
PRIZES 

SURFING SANTA THEME 

LOTS OF FUN 

Santa Hats 

Compulsory 

SATURDAY 

17 DECEMBER 



 3 Lynn Anderson 

4 Anne Sullivan 

5 Loyce Davis 

12 David Moyes 

13 Duncan McAllan 

16 Istvan Toth 

 

 

Finally, don’t forget the President’s Fun Day on 17 December.  Surfing 
Santa’s this year and as usual Santa hats are compulsory and another club 
photo will be the first item of the day. 

I’m writing this column from Risby Cove in Strahan, Tasmania, a lovely 
setting from which to send my Christmas Greetings. I wish all of you a 
very Merry Christmas and a Happy, Safe and Peaceful New Year. 

 

STOP PRESS: after writing this column we have spent two days offline in 
the Tarkine wilderness, only to come out on Monday to find many of our 
Tassie team are down with COVID. I wish everyone the best and hope you 
recover soon. What a shame to have a such a dampener on what was a 
fantastic trip. 

 

17 Hanna Laundl 

21 Jill Kehoe 

25 Jeyam Siva 

27 Liz Kelly-Jones 

28 David Beattie 

 David Oatley 

From the MBC President . . .  continued from page 1 



At the November Board Meeting 

The Board was saddened to hear of the death of Bill Walker and passed 
condolences to Angela Jones. 
 

Finance 

The Board approved some financial support for the Women’s Grade Three 
pennant side who are playing in the State Finals 18-20 November at Bomaderry 
Bowling Club. 

Peter Smith has stepped down from the Finance Committee and Bill Clemens has 
joined. Thanks were expressed to Peter for his contribution. Income from 
corporate events has contributed to our cash flow. 
 

House/Functions 

A Food Premises Inspection was carried out on 8/11/22 and resulted in a five star 
rating. These are unannounced inspections. 

We have heavy corporate bookings for November/December and no more 
bookings are being taken for this period. 
All arrangements for the Hobart trip are finalized and 48 bowlers are attending. 
 

Grounds and Property 

The greenkeepers shed roof has been replaced and water damage in the 
clubhouse is being repaired. 
 

Bowls 

It appears that next year Bowls NSW will be running open pennants early in the 
year followed by Single Sex Pennants sometime mid-year. Open Pennant 
registrations are due early December.  

A Carnival sub-committee has been formed to review all our Carnivals regarding 
running, costs, sponsorships to assess the value to the club. Their first report was 
tabled and will be discussed further. 
 

Membership  
We still have a lot of interest in coaching and membership currently stands at 
187 with five people undergoing coaching. 
 

 



November Board Meeting (cont’d) 
General  
Saturday morning bowls will be formalised  from the beginning of 2023 to cater 
for having one green for several months. There are difficulties in having online, 
paper and phone registrations at a time when limits are placed on playing places 
available and this will be looked at for solutions in December. 
 

Due to a shortage of lockers a policy has been drawn up to empty them once a 
member is no longer playing, for whatever reason. The locker will be emptied 
after three months. 

 

 

  

On behalf of the North Shore District I 

would like to thank Mosman Bowls 

Club for its very generous donation of a 

trophy for our Senior Triples 

Championship. 

 

As a consequence of the recent 

BowlsNSW unification, the District and 

the Zone competitions were aligned 

and required the District to expand its 

program of competitions to include 

senior triples and senior singles.  Both 

these components were previously 

included in ‘Triples’ and ‘Singles’.  We are delighted to receive your 

impressive trophy which, I am sure you agree, will grace a club’s 

showcase in coming weeks.   Hopefully, Mosman will be the first 

winner. 

 





 

 

 

Finally we extend our sincere thanks to 

the Buckingham, Orford and Sandy Bay 

Bowling Clubs for their warm and 

g e n e r o u s 

h o s p i t a l i t y 

throughout our 

visits - we hope 

they might accept 

our invitation to 

visit Mosman so 

we can attempt to 

reciprocate their 

kindnesses. 

 

We are already working on a November 2023 Tour, 

and after the success of our Cootamundra visit this 

year, perhaps a mid-year Regional NSW visit too. 

More on this will be announced early next year. 

 

Thank you to everyone who participated this year, 

and especially to those newer members who all seemed to thoroughly enjoy 

the experience - it really helped us to get to know you better, and I trust, vice

-versa. 
 

Stephen Lewis 

 

After bowls at Orford BC 

 

 



 

 

 

Winners at Buckingham BC 

 Bill and Jeff photographing the 
plaque commemorating the first bowl 
put down in Australia at Sandy Bay 

Morning tea at Orford BC 

 Final evening dinner at 
Ball and Chain, Salamanca  



 

      
 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello fellow club members. 

Snippets of a life (thus far) well-lived! 

Born in Glasgow (way back when) 11 days after my 
dad was killed on a bombing raid to Germany, my 
mother moved my brother and I out; we settled in 
Blair Atholl, Perthshire then onto Huntly in the North 
East before finally settling in Elgin (2/3rds of the way 

between Aberdeen and Inverness). 

I finished school at the age of 16 hoping to travel the 
world. I departed for the south to enrol in the RAF on 
a 12 year contract. My time in the RAF was spent in 

England and the Middle East – twice. 

Some memorable happenings during my tours of 
duty with the RAF were: sub-aqua diving into the 

wreck of a British frigate that was torpedoed off the coast of Djibouti in the Horn of Africa. 
Entering the wreck through a hole in the side I was confronted by the largest Grouper I've ever 
seen, probably in excess of 200lbs. Needless to say, I turned tail and surfaced as quickly as 

possible. 

Spent 6 Months encamped, 6000ft (1.83 km) above sea level in a totally barren sand swept 
region near the Yemen Border. The local village, Mukeiras approx 3ks away was made of mud 
huts, cardboard box dwellings and a massive white palace on top of the hill where the local 
sheikh resided. On Fridays there were markets, and target shooting with a variety of weapons, 
some homemade. When the sheikh came into the village, the locals kissed his feet, it was like 

returning to biblical times.  

Our camp was guarded by trip wires and the RAF Regiment patrolled 24/7. A particularly 
harrowing happening took place early one morning, 2am flares went up and pandemonium broke 
out with machine gun fire reverberating for quite sometime. Dawn revealed the attackers were 2 

donkeys (deceased)! 

Deep sea fishing off the Coast of Mombasa whilst on a 2-week vacation from Aden. 

Seven years into my contract, I pulled the pin and purchased my discharge.  

I settled in London for 3 years, where I met my (first) wife in 1968. We married in 1969 and 
migrated to Australia in 1970. Canberra was our first destination, where we lived for 5 years. The 
travel bug hit again and we departed for Vancouver, Canada for 2 years then back to Scotland for 
3 years returning to Canberra in 1980. On our journey, we had 2 children, a son born in 
Vancouver and a daughter born in Elgin. I worked in a range of jobs in Canberra, but ended up 

with the Department of Veterans Affairs until I retired. 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January Profile: Les & Mary Miller 



We were very proud to represent our club at the 
State Finals in Bomaderry. Although we did not 

come home with another flag to 
go with our district one we 
en joyed  the  expe r i ence 
immensely.  

To see three greens full of ladies 
from all over NSW was a great sight and we 
felt really special to be part of it. The games 
were all played in good spirit even if the 
competition was keen. 

The Bomaderry club ran the event with 
efficiency and made us feel welcome. Yamba 
came out the overall winners and proudly 
took the flag back to northern NSW. 

Thank you all for your messages of support 
and to Siva and Julie our lone supporters, 
also our manager John who kept us all in line 
and in the right place at the right time. 

 



 

Two Mosman teams battled 
it out in the District Senior 
Triples Championships 
Semi-finals played at St 
Ives recently.  It was played 
as two bowl triples over 25 
ends. Sally Thompson, 
Chris Moss and De Brown 
played Robyn Novakovic, 
Denise Owen and Julie 
Hayden. It was a hard 
fought affair with De’s team 
really pushing Julie’s team 
for the first half of the 

match. 

Our two newer players 
Sally and Chris played extremely well and thoroughly enjoyed their first foray into 
playing at District level. Julie’s team’s greater experience showed through in the later 
stages of the match, resulting in a win to take  them through to the final in the 

afternoon. 

The St Ives team of Sue Byrne, Bev Barton and Di McBride played very well 

throughout the championship, seeing off three strong teams to also reach the final.  

The final was an interesting match to say the least.  St Ives achieved a dominating 
lead 17-1 after 10 ends! Mosman then won the next 5 ends to creep up to 8-17, only 
to see St Ives increase their lead to 21-8 after 17 ends and look well on their way to 

an easy victory. 

However, Robyn, Denise and Julie kept up the fight and the spectators were on the 
edge of their seats as the St Ives margin steadily slipped away. Going into the final 
end there were only three shots in it, and Mosman was holding two shots after both 
skips had each played their first bowl. The St Ives supporters breathed a sigh of relief 
when Julie failed to get her second bowl into the count to force an extra end. The St 
Ives skip Di McBride elected not to play her last bowl and the final score was a win to 

St Ives 23-22. 

Sue, Bev and Di went on to win the Regional play-off to progress to the State 

Championships to be played next June.  



Our Club is an active member of the Mosman Chamber of Commerce, 
which conducts monthly evening functions for its members. We had the 
pleasure of hosting 26 other members for a Twilight Bowls gathering on 
the 11th November. This forms part of our local promotion and maintains 
our profile in the community. 

The guests socialised, bowled and Zumba’d until dark. 10 of our members 
acted as hosts and bowling guides. A good time was had by all…and the 
Chamber extended thanks for our efforts. 

Thanks to Jenny, Robin, De, Bill C., Stephen, Kandiah,  Ron, Bruce, 
Georgie, and Paul. 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Bill, an MBC member since 
2013, passed away peacefully 
on Sunday 6th November - he 
had been struggling with a lung 
disease for some time. A well-

respected and liked member, 
Bill was always willing to help 
out with Open Days and 
Corporate events - he was also a 
pretty good bowler! He will be 
missed. 
 

Our thoughts and sympathies 
are with his partner, Angela 
Jones, who gave us these lovely 
words - 

 

"Bill was special, and not just for me. I can’t find a photo of him 
in bowling gear but this photo shows him in gear for one of his 
other sporting activities - Masters swimming where he collected 
too many trophies for me to list. Other sports he tackled, and 
generally did well at, were hockey, tennis, rifle shooting and 
golf!  
 

I think what he was proudest of, however, was his voluntary 
surgery in third world countries. This was after retirement, and 
although often done in difficult circumstances, was never less 
than his best, especially for the children. 
His funeral was held in Newcastle amongst family, erstwhile 
colleagues and friends. I was very lucky to share his last ten 
years." 

 

Angela. 
 

 

 



 

 

NORTH-SOUTH (N-S) / EAST-WEST (E-W) 
Now we are down to one green for a couple of 
months, when you are rolling up please make sure you 
playing  in the correct direction according to the 
greenkeepers rink board. 
 

 

 

The Club Board has formalised a policy concerning former 

members’ uncollected items. 

There is a specific State law applying to Uncollected Goods which 

permits notification to a former member or their family requesting 

items be collected, (in our case within 3 months), at the 

expiration of which they may be disposed of as the club decides. 

The need for this policy is  rarely required, but it particularly 

applies to locker contents. 

Due to supply issues our Carlton
-mid will temporarily be 
replaced by Great Northern 
Super Crisp Lager which is also a 
mid-strength beer. 



 

Unlike Melbourne, Cup Day in Sydney dawned 
bright and sunny. 42 members arrived to play, 
dine and wager.  

Morning tea was delicious stollen, a traditional 
German Christmas bread, enjoyed by all before 
the cards were called. Thank you to Ann Barron 
and Sue Buchanan who arrived early to prepare 
them. 

Whilst the big sweep conducted by Stephen 
Lewis was filled, Mary Miller & De Brown were 
happily taking money from hopeful players 
anticipating that their horse might cross the line 
first.    

Bowling proved to be a challenge for all. The wind swept across the green taking 
everything with it. Hats flew, bowls refused to follow the 
lines set and crossed rinks at will and the stylish coiffeurs 
prepared for the event were quickly rearranged! 

Thank you to Robyn & Yasmin for serving a delicious 
chicken and salad lunch followed by a tasty pavlova. 

We were then tested by a short quiz on Melbourne Cup 
history which was won by Stephen Lewis and his table. 
That was no surprise to any of us! 

Robyn Hamilton was the judge of the best hat, deservedly 
won by Sue Buchanan who appeared to combine 
Halloween & Melbourne Cup with her creation. 

Denise Elder was judged to be the most stylish on the day.     

We then settled down to watch the big race with our 
complimentary champagne. 

It was an enjoyable day for those who were able to come. 
Thank you to all involved, especially members of the social 
committee who helped prepare for the day: Mary & Les 
Miller, Alan Carpenter and Heather Clemens. Music for the 
day added to the atmosphere. Thank you to Bill Clemens.   

Mark Twain has the last word, observing in 1895: 
“Nowhere in the world have I encountered a festival of 
people that has such a magnificent appeal to the whole 
nation. The Cup astonishes me”.  



 

 



 

 

As our Bowling Tourists so rudely discovered in 
Tasmania last month, a new COVID wave is 
now  sweeping Australia, with medics expecting it 
will cause Christmas chaos. 

Our Club's attitude has always been to do 
everything we can to protect the health and well-
being of our members and staff, especially with 
many being of the older cohort. Our response to the spread 
amongst the Tasmania group is an example of that. 

Members are asked to maintain an ever-cautious approach, and 
should any of the most common symptoms show - runny nose, 
cough, sore throat etc - you should assume you have COVID until 
a Rapid Antigen Test (RAT) indicates otherwise. That means 
staying away from the Club until you are back to normal health 
again. 

Thank you for your cooperation with this - unfortunately it is 
becoming a way of life in this COVID age. 

The Bowling Club will be open over the Christmas period. 
 
Bowls will be played as normal on:  
 
Christmas Eve, Saturday 24 December 2022 
Wednesday 28 December 2022 
New Year’s Eve, Saturday 31 December 2022 



John Dale 

We are very lucky at Mosman to have a number of 
people who have completed coaching courses and 
whilst “Coaches Corner” or other coaching articles can 
be useful, a one-on-one session with a coach can 
really hone in on any problems and hopefully provide a 
solution. 
 

There is a tendency for bowlers to try to solve their 
own problems.  Unfortunately they are not able to 
observe themselves and establish the base cause of 
their difficulties. 
 

Let us take somebody bowling “narrow” with the 
standard stance.  There could be a number of reasons 
why this is happening.  Let’s assume they have not 
lined up properly, with feet, knees, hips, shoulders and eyes facing 
the aiming point and with their step following the same course.  
How do they establish which of these is the cause of their problem?  
If they don’t now the true cause(s), how are they going to find the 
correct remedy? 

 

In other words, if you have a problem with your game, use our 
coaches to establish the cause and to demonstrate drills tailored to 
that problem.  Then practice to your heart’s content! 
 

An ideal way would be to use Robyn Novakovic’s “Fix My Game” 
programme.  Put your name on the form on the Notice Board and 
one of our coaches will be in touch. 
 

Don’t be shy.  Coaches are pleased to help. 
 

The old adage “the more I practice the better I seem to get” is 
correct, but make sure you are practicing the correct techniques. 

 



MOSMAN BOWLING CLUB 

Bowls:  9969 4211 Email:  mosmanbowlingclub@bigpond.com 

Admin:  9969 5198 Website:  mosmanbowlingclub.org.au 


